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1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel, and the men of Israel fled before the 
Philistines and fell slain on Mount Gilboa. 2 And the Philistines overtook Saul and his 
sons, and the Philistines struck down Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua, the 
sons of Saul. 3 The battle pressed hard against Saul, and the archers found him, and 
he was wounded by the archers. 4 Then Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your 
sword and thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised come and mistreat 
me.” But his armor-bearer would not, for he feared greatly. Therefore Saul took his 
own sword and fell upon it. 5 And when his armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he 
also fell upon his sword and died. 6 Thus Saul died; he and his three sons and all his 
house died together. 7 And when all the men of Israel who were in the valley saw that 
the army had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned their cities 
and fled, and the Philistines came and lived in them. 8 The next day, when the 
Philistines came to strip the slain, they found Saul and his sons fallen on Mount 
Gilboa. 9 And they stripped him and took his head and his armor, and sent messengers 
throughout the land of the Philistines to carry the good news to their idols and to the 
people. 10 And they put his armor in the temple of their gods and fastened his head in 
the temple of Dagon. 11 But when all Jabesh-gilead heard all that the Philistines had 
done to Saul, 12 all the valiant men arose and took away the body of Saul and the 
bodies of his sons and brought them to Jabesh. And they buried their bones under the 
oak in Jabesh and fasted seven days. 13 So Saul died for his breach of faith. He broke 
faith with the Lord in that he did not keep the command of the Lord, and also consulted 
a medium, seeking guidance. 14 He did not seek guidance from the Lord. Therefore the 
Lord put him to death and turned the kingdom over to David the son of Jesse. 

1 Chronicles 10:1–14 (ESV) 
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1 After the death of Saul, when David had returned from striking down the Amalekites, 
David remained two days in Ziklag.2 And on the third day, behold, a man came from 
Saul’s camp, with his clothes torn and dirt on his head. And when he came to David, 
he fell to the ground and paid homage. 3 David said to him, “Where do you come from?” 
And he said to him, “I have escaped from the camp of Israel.” 4 And David said to him, 
“How did it go? Tell me.” And he answered, “The people fled from the battle, and also 
many of the people have fallen and are dead, and Saul and his son Jonathan are also 
dead.” 5 Then David said to the young man who told him, “How do you know that Saul 
and his son Jonathan are dead?”6 And the young man who told him said, “By chance 
I happened to be on Mount Gilboa, and there was Saul leaning on his spear, and 
behold, the chariots and the horsemen were close upon him. 7 And when he looked 
behind him, he saw me, and called to me. And I answered, ‘Here I am.’ 8 And he said 
to me, ‘Who are you?’ I answered him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’ 9 And he said to me, ‘Stand 
beside me and kill me, for anguish has seized me, and yet my life still lingers.’ 10 So I 
stood beside him and killed him, because I was sure that he could not live after he had 
fallen. And I took the crown that was on his head and the armlet that was on his arm, 
and I have brought them here to my lord.”11 Then David took hold of his clothes and 
tore them, and so did all the men who were with him. 12 And they mourned and wept 
and fasted until evening for Saul and for Jonathan his son and for the people of the 
Lord and for the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword. 

2 Samuel 1:1–12 (ESV) 
11 Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your 
evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

Ezekiel 33:11 (ESV) 
41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “Would that 
you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they 
are hidden from your eyes. 

Luke 19:41–42 (ESV) 
  



 

 

13 And David said to the young man who told him, “Where do you come from?” And he 
answered, “I am the son of a sojourner, an Amalekite.”14 David said to him, “How is 
it you were not afraid to put out your hand to destroy the Lord’s anointed?” 15 Then 
David called one of the young men and said, “Go, execute him.” And he struck him 
down so that he died. 16 And David said to him, “Your blood be on your head, for your 
own mouth has testified against you, saying, ‘I have killed the Lord’s anointed.’” 17 
And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and Jonathan his son, 18 and he 
said it should be taught to the people of Judah; behold, it is written in the Book of 
Jashar. He said: 19 “Your glory, O Israel, is slain on your high places! How the mighty 
have fallen! 20 Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Ashkelon, lest the 
daughters of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised exult. 

2 Samuel 1:13-20 (ESV) 
8 The next day, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, they found Saul and his 
three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9 So they cut off his head and stripped off his armor 
and sent messengers throughout the land of the Philistines, to carry the good news 
to the house of their idols and to the people. 10 They put his armor in the temple of 
Ashtaroth, and they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan. 

1 Samuel 31:8–10 (ESV) 
21 “You mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew or rain upon you, nor fields of 
offerings! For there the shield of the mighty was defiled, the shield of Saul, not 
anointed with oil. 22 “From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, the bow 
of Jonathan turned not back, and the sword of Saul returned not empty. 23 “Saul and 
Jonathan, beloved and lovely! In life and in death they were not divided; they were 
swifter than eagles; they were stronger than lions. 24 “You daughters of Israel, weep 
over Saul, who clothed you luxuriously in scarlet, who put ornaments of gold on your 
apparel. 25 “How the mighty have fallen in the midst of the battle! “Jonathan lies slain 
on your high places. 26 I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; very pleasant 
have you been to me; your love to me was extraordinary, surpassing the love of 
women.27 “How the mighty have fallen, and the weapons of war perished!” 

2 Samuel 1:21-27 (ESV) 

  



 

 

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 
with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as 
you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God 
raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be 
held by it. 25 For David says concerning him, “ ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for 
he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and 
my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. 27 For you will not abandon my 
soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption. 28 You have made known to me the 
paths of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 29 “Brothers, I 
may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was 
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing 
that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on 
his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was 
not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, 
and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, 
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out 
this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the 
heavens, but he himself says, “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 35 
until I make your enemies your footstool.” ’ 36 Let all the house of Israel therefore 
know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.” 37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, 
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the 
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to himself.” 

Acts 2:22–39 (ESV) 


