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1 Now the angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, “I brought you up from 
Egypt and brought you into the land that I swore to give to your fathers. I said, ‘I will never 
break my covenant with you, 2 and you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; 
you shall break down their altars.’ But you have not obeyed my voice. What is this you have 
done? 3 So now I say, I will not drive them out before you, but they shall become thorns in your 
sides, and their gods shall be a snare to you.” 4 As soon as the angel of the LORD spoke these 
words to all the people of Israel, the people lifted up their voices and wept. 5 And they called 
the name of that place Bochim. And they sacrificed there to the LORD.  

Judges 2:1–5 (ESV) 
 

13 When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was 
standing before him with his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him and said to him, 
“Are you for us, or for our adversaries?” 14 And he said, “No; but I am the commander of the 
army of the LORD. Now I have come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped and 
said to him, “What does my lord say to his servant?” 15 And the commander of the LORD’s army 
said to Joshua, “Take off your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is 
holy.” And Joshua did so. 

Joshua 5:13–15 (ESV) 
 

1 Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to the God of Jacob! 2 Raise a song; sound the 
tambourine, the sweet lyre with the harp. 3 Blow the trumpet at the new moon, at the full moon, 
on our feast day. 4 For it is a statute for Israel, a rule of the God of Jacob. 5 He made it a decree 
in Joseph when he went out over the land of Egypt. I hear a language I had not known: 6 “I 
relieved your shoulder of the burden; your hands were freed from the basket. 7 In distress you 
called, and I delivered you; I answered you in the secret place of thunder; I tested you at the 
waters of Meribah. Selah 8 Hear, O my people, while I admonish you! O Israel, if you would but 
listen to me! 9 There shall be no strange god among you; you shall not bow down to a foreign 
god. 10 I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. Open your mouth 
wide, and I will fill it. 11 “But my people did not listen to my voice; Israel would not submit to 
me. 12 So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts, to follow their own counsels. 13 Oh, that my 
people would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my ways! 14 I would soon subdue their 
enemies and turn my hand against their foes. 15 Those who hate the LORD would cringe toward 
him, and their fate would last forever. 16 But he would feed you with the finest of the wheat, 
and with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.” 

Psalm 81:1–16 (ESV) 
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20 “Behold, I send an angel before you to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place 
that I have prepared. 21 Pay careful attention to him and obey his voice; do not rebel against 
him, for he will not pardon your transgression, for my name is in him. 22 “But if you carefully 
obey his voice and do all that I say, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary 
to your adversaries. 23 “When my angel goes before you and brings you to the Amorites and the 
Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, and I blot them 
out, 24 you shall not bow down to their gods nor serve them, nor do as they do, but you shall 
utterly overthrow them and break their pillars in pieces. 25 You shall serve the LORD your God, 
and he will bless your bread and your water, and I will take sickness away from among you. 26 
None shall miscarry or be barren in your land; I will fulfill the number of your days. 27 I will send 
my terror before you and will throw into confusion all the people against whom you shall come, 
and I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. 28 And I will send hornets before you, 
which shall drive out the Hivites, the Canaanites, and the Hittites from before you. 29 I will not 
drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land become desolate and the wild beasts 
multiply against you. 30 Little by little I will drive them out from before you, until you have 
increased and possess the land. 31 And I will set your border from the Red Sea to the Sea of the 
Philistines, and from the wilderness to the Euphrates, for I will give the inhabitants of the land 
into your hand, and you shall drive them out before you. 32 You shall make no covenant with 
them and their gods. 33 They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against me; for 
if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you.” 

Exodus 23:20–33 (ESV) 
 

PARALLELS BETWEEN EXODUS 23 & JUDGES 2: 
20 “Behold, I send an angel before you to guard 
you on the way and to bring you to the place 
that I have prepared. 

1 “I brought you up from Egypt and brought 
you into the land that I swore to give to your 
fathers. 

21 Pay careful attention to him and obey his 
voice; 

2 But you have not obeyed my voice. 

32 You shall make no covenant with them and 
their gods. 

2 and you shall make no covenant with the 
inhabitants of this land; 

24 but you shall utterly overthrow them and 
break their pillars in pieces. 

2 you shall break down their altars.’ 

22 “But if you carefully obey his voice and do 
all that I say, then I will be an enemy to your 
enemies and an adversary to your 
adversaries…28 And I will send hornets before 
you, which shall drive out the Hivites, the 
Canaanites, and the Hittites from before you. 

3 So now I say, I will not drive them out before 
you, 

33 for if you serve their gods, it will surely be 
a snare to you.” 

3 but they shall become thorns in your sides, 
and their gods shall be a snare to you.” 
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1 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, 
and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3 He 
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4 Then the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

Malachi 3:1-4 (ESV) 
 

5 Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a people 
out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 

Jude 5 (ESV) 
 
35 And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” 

Luke 9:35 (ESV) 
 
17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one 
has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 

John 1:17–18 (ESV) 
 
23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
my sake will save it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or 
forfeits himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man 
be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 27 
But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the 
kingdom of God.” 

Luke 9:23–27 (ESV) 
 

 


