
Concluding Remarks
1 John 5:16-20

16 If you see any brother or sister commit a sin that does not lead to death, you should pray and
God will give them life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that
leads to death. I am not saying that you should pray about that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, and
there is sin that does not lead to death.

18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of God
keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them. 19 We know that we are children of
God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 20 We know also that the Son
of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And
we are in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

Three questions that come to mind in verses 16-17:

1. What type of death is John talking about?
Two opinions:

Physical
Spiritual

In the context of 1 John it appears that he is talking about spiritual death
Spiritual death = eternal separation from God

2. What is the sin that does not lead to death?

John Piper:
“Any sin we commit that we are, by grace, capable of truly confessing and repenting from does
not lead to death”

1 John 1:8-10
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is
not in us.

3. What are we to do when we see this happen?

Pray for them

Come alongside them



Three things we know from verses 18-20

1. We know that those born of God do not continue to sin
1 John 5:18 - We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who

was born of God keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them.

2. We know that we are children of God
1 John 5:19 - We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under

the control of the evil one.

3. We know that the Son of God has come and given us understanding
1 John 5:20 - We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us

understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true by being in
his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.


