
Living Stones 
1 Peter 2:4-10 

 
 
As you come to him, the living Stone — rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you 
also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 
 
"See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."  
 
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 
 
"The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,"  
 
8 and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall."  
 
They stumble because they disobey the message — which is also what they were destined for.  
 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not 
a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.  (1 Peter 2:4-10 NIV) 
 
 
 
 

Jesus is the living Stone 
 
As you come to him, the living Stone — rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him.  (1 Peter 
2:4 NIV) 
 
 
So this is what the Sovereign Lord says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone 
for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed. (Isaiah 28:16 NIV) 
 
 
 

Jesus is our foundation stone. 
 
 
 

The Old Testament spoke of the Messiah being rejected. 
 
 
The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; 23 the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous 
in our eyes. (Psalm 118:22-23 NIV) 
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He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. (Isaiah 53:2NIV)  
  
 
 

Jesus spoke of His being rejected by Israel. 
 
 
He went on to tell the people this parable: "A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some farmers and went 
away for a long time. 10 At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him some of 
the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 He sent another 
servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed. 12 He sent still 
a third, and they wounded him and threw him out.  
 
13 "Then the owner of the vineyard said, 'What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I love; perhaps they 
will respect him.'  
 
14 "But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. 'This is the heir,' they said. 'Let's kill him, 
and the inheritance will be ours.' 15 So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
 
"What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and kill those tenants and give the 
vineyard to others."  
 
When the people heard this, they said, "May this never be!"  
 
17 Jesus looked directly at them and asked, "Then what is the meaning of that which is written: 
 
"'The stone the builders rejected 
has become the capstone'?  
 
18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed."  
 
19 The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him immediately, because they 
knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the people.  (Luke 20:9-19 NIV) 
 
 
 

When you come to faith in Christ you become a “loving stone.” 
 
 
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 
"See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." .  (1 Peter 2:5-6 NIV) 
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To be a Christian means being connected to Christ’s church. 
 
 

To reject Christ brings judgment. 
 
 
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 
"The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone," 8 and, "A stone that causes men to stumble 
and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the message — which is also what 
they were destined for. .  (1 Peter 2:7-8 NIV) 
 
 
 
Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed."  
(Luke 20:18 NIV) 
 
 
 
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not 
a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.  (1 Peter 2:9-10 NIV) 
  
 

Those who trust in the “Living Stone” are: 
 

● A chosen people 
 
 

● A Royal Priesthood 
 
 
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 2:5 NIV) 
 
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise — the fruit of lips that 
confess his name. 16 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased.  (Hebrews 13:15-17 NIV) 
 
I have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from 
Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God  
(Philippians 4:18 NIV) 
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Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  (Romans 12:1-2 NIV) 
 
 
 

Those who trust in the “Living Stone”  are: 
 

● A chosen people 
 

● A Royal Priesthood 
 

● Called out of darkness into His light 
 
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not 
a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.  .  (1 Peter 2:9-10 NIV) 
  
 

● The people of God 
 

● People who have received God’s mercy 
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