
The Tale Of Two Kings 
The Life Of Saul 

 
 

Four pitfalls to failure 
 
 

Four wrong views of life 
 
 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full.  (John 10:9-10 NIV) 
 
 
 
"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:5 NIV) 
 
 
 
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."  (Matthew 11:28-30 NIV) 
 
 
 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  (John 14:27 NIV) 
 
 
The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six thousand 
charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped at 
Micmash, east of Beth Aven. 6 When the men of Israel saw that their situation was critical and 
that their army was hard pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits 
and cisterns. 7 Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead.  
Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with fear. 8 He waited seven 
days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul's men began to 
scatter.  (1 Samuel 13:5-8 NIV) 
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1. Trusting in our plans rather than God’s plans  
 

This happens when we have a wrong view of self. 
 
 
So he said, "Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings." And Saul offered up the 
burnt offering. 10 Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to 
greet him. .  (1 Samuel 13:9-10 NIV) 
 
 
 
"What have you done?" asked Samuel. Saul replied, "When I saw that the men were scattering, 
and that you did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Micmash, 
12 I thought, 'Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought 
the Lord's favor.' So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering."   (1 Samuel 13:11-12 NIV) 
 
 
"You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept the command the Lord your God gave 
you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 14 But now 
your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed 
him leader of his people, because you have not kept the Lord's command.".  (1 Samuel 13:13-14 
NIV) 
 
 
 
We make choices and over a matter of time those choices make us. 
 
 
C.S. Lewis wrote “good and evil both increase at compound interest.”  
 
 
“Watch your thoughts, they become words; 
watch your words, they become actions; 
watch your actions, they become habits; 
watch your habits, they become character; 
watch your character, for it becomes your destiny.” 
 
 

2. The second pitfall to failure is viewing God as someone who serves me, instead of me 
serving Him.  

 

2 
 



This comes when we have a wrong view of God.  
 
 
 
11 "What have you done?" asked Samuel.  
Saul replied, "When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the set 
time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Micmash, 12 I thought, 'Now the Philistines 
will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the LORD's favor.' So I felt 
compelled to offer the burnt offering." (1 Samuel 13:11-12 NIV) 
  
 
 
If you come to God simply for what He will do for you, you are headed for failure.  You will 
never experience the abundant Christian life.   
 
 
1 Trusting my plans rather than God’s plans is a wrong view of self. 
 
2 Viewing God as someone who serves me, instead of me serving Him, is a wrong view of God. 
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