
Rejoicing in Trials 
1 Peter 4:12-19 

 
“Loss or suffering, joyfully accepted for the kingdom of God, shows the supremacy  of  God’s  

worth  more  clearly  to  the  world  than  all  worship  and  prayer” John  Piper 

 

We can rejoice in our trials by understanding these things about them: 
 

*Trials will come 
1 Peter 4:12 
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. 
 
 
John 16:33 
33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 

*Trials identify us as true believers 
1 Peter 4:13-16 
13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his 
glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory 
and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or 
even as a meddler.16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear 
that name. 
 
Luke 6:22-23 
22 Blessed are you when people hate you, 
    when they exclude you and insult you 
    and reject your name as evil, 
        because of the Son of Man. 
23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their ancestors 
treated the prophets. 

 

*Trials are used to strengthen believers 
1 Peter 4:17-18 
17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be 
for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, 
“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 
    what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 
 
Romans 5:3-5 
3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 



 
James 1:2-4 
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know 
that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything. 
 
 

*Trials should cause us to stay committed to God 
1 Peter 4:19 
19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and 
continue to do good. 
 
1 Peter 2:12 
12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 
 
Matthew 5:16 
16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven. 


