
Sermon 
Journeying With Jeremiah — The Harvest is Past, the Summer is Ended 

A Sermon for Cary Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, September 18, 2022 
15th Sunday After Pentecost 

Psa. 79:1  O God, the nations have come into your inheritance; 
  they have defiled your holy temple; 
  they have laid Jerusalem in ruins. 
2  They have given the bodies of your servants 
  to the birds of the air for food, 
  the flesh of your faithful to the wild animals of the earth. 
3  They have poured out their blood like water 
  all around Jerusalem, 
  and there was no one to bury them. 
4  We have become a taunt to our neighbors, 
  mocked and derided by those around us. 
  
Psa. 79:5     How long, O LORD? Will you be angry forever? 
  Will your jealous wrath burn like fire? 
6  Pour out your anger on the nations 
  that do not know you, 
 and on the kingdoms 
  that do not call on your name. 
7  For they have devoured Jacob 
  and laid waste his habitation. 
  
Psa. 79:8     Do not remember against us the iniquities of our ancestors; 
  let your compassion come speedily to meet us, 
  for we are brought very low. 
9  Help us, O God of our salvation, 
  for the glory of your name; 
 deliver us, and forgive our sins, 
  for your name’s sake.  

Jer. 8:18     My joy is gone, grief is upon me, 
  my heart is sick. 
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19  Hark, the cry of my poor people 
  from far and wide in the land: 
 “Is the LORD not in Zion? 
  Is her King not in her?” 
 (“Why have they provoked me to anger with their images, 
  with their foreign idols?”) 
20  “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, 
  and we are not saved.” 
21  For the hurt of my poor people I am hurt, 
  I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me. 
  
Jer. 8:22     Is there no balm in Gilead? 
  Is there no physician there? 
 Why then has the health of my poor people 
  not been restored? 
1  aO that my head were a spring of water, 
  and my eyes a fountain of tears, 
 so that I might weep day and night 
  for the slain of my poor people! 

  

I. We are now Five weeks into Journeying with Jeremiah 
 A. As important as Jeremiah is 
 B. As relevant to our time & place 
 C. There is no denying how difficult the book of    
  Jeremiah is . . .  
  1. Henri Nouwen recounting his therapist asking, 
   “Can you stay in your discomfort?” 
  2. That is a little bit like Journeying w/ Jeremiah 

II. In today’s passage we come to a place of pathos 
 A. In Jeremiah’s heart? 
 B. In God’s heart? 
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 C. Likely both 
 D. The lament is that still the people do not seem to   
  get it . . . still there is allegiance to idols. 

III. The context is this — 
 A. Josiah ( a good king) was busy restoring the    
  Temple, and returning to the covenant at Sinai… 
  1. Book of Deuteronomy is found 
 B. First commandment: 
Deut. 5:6   I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 7 you shall have no other gods before me. 

 C. Josiah dies in battle — which was not supposed to  
  happen to a good king… 
  1. Replaced by Jehoachim who doesn’t care… 
 D. As the troops of invading armies mass at the    
  border . . . Jeremiah laments that people are    
  chasing after idols. 
 19  Hark, the cry of my poor people 
  from far and wide in the land: 
 “Is the LORD not in Zion? 
  Is her King not in her?” 
 (“Why have they provoked me to anger with their images, 
  with their foreign idols?”) 

 E. We today are no less lost than they were at the time 
  of Jeremiah, and many times our quandary is    
  precisely the same.  
  1. Self–interest blinds people to the harm done to 
   others.  
  2. Greed flourishes because insecurity reigns.   
  3. Fear drives people into defensive postures.  

       A sermon for CPC — Journeying With Jeremiah — The Harvest is Past, the Summer is Ended 3
        Sunday, September 18, 2022



  4. No one recognizes their own role in turning   
   away from God toward the “idols” that have   
   replaced God. 

 F. Being prophetic is a matter of speaking truth to   
  power, but it is much more than that.  
  1. It is also a matter of speaking truth to    
   suffering, to weakness, to laziness, and to    
   failure to take responsibility.  

IV. Though it is clear that we don’t talk much in our time 
about idolatry . . . 
 A. We, nevertheless, might consider how we also    
  abandon the God who loves us and chase after    
  other, lesser, gods who cannot and will not bless us: 

Moloch— The god of unbounded cruelty [in a world where 
there is so much violence, and terror]

Mammon— The god of materialism [in a nation where 
where consumers accrue Billions each year in 
credit card debt]

Baal— The god of impurity [in the face of so much 
sexual exploitation].

Mars— The god of war.  [with Europe and the whole 
world seeming to be always at the brink of warring calamity]
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Bacchus— The god of strong drink and other drugs.  [in a 
time where so many are turning to substance abuse]

Venus/Adonis— The gods of physical beauty. [in a 
culture where body-shaming runs rampant]

Penates— House deities often connected to belongings.  [In 
a nation of expensive homes, automobiles and 
other possessions we adore]

Narcissus— in love with his own reflection  [when so many 
spend so much on beauty enhancement]

Minerva— god who promises salvation via higher learning.  

The first commandment  knows of other gods - but claims that 
God alone is worthy of our trust.  Others exploit.
These “gods” do not love us and therefore have no compassion 
or desire for our well-being.  These are not Servant Gods  after 
the manner of our Lord - who chose not to exploit his position 
but offer himself a slave to all.

The Lord goes with us as a constant companion desiring to set 
us free from all enslavements, so that we can live
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Joyful
Constructive

Healthy
Purpose - filled

     Lives

God does not tolerate our serving other God’s because God 
knows what troubles and pains serving them will cause us.

IV. The Harvest is Past, the Summer is ended . . . 

 A. Prophetic literature is always working the question, 
  “Is it too late?” 
 B. Sometimes the answer is “yes,” like today’s passage 
 C. Sometimes the answer is “there is time yet for    
  repentance,” like chapter 18 and the potter’s wheel   
  from a couple of weeks ago. 
 D. Our bible is content to live in the ambiguity of    
  having more than one answer to these difficult    
  questions. 
 E. And yet, what seems constant is that God is    
  affected by what we do. 
  1. God joins Jeremiah in lamenting the     
   consequence of our poor choices, and in    
   celebrating our victories when we get it right. 
 F. So let us commit to choosing wisely which gods we   
  will serve . . . for our Lord asks that we commit to   
  the God of Israel, whom alone we worship and   
  serve.
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