
Wounding

Primacy of Peter


shore of the Sea of Galilee



Wounding
  The encounter with God can be a full-
contact encounter.

  If we want blessing . . . are we 
prepared for the wounds which 
accompany blessing?

  In John’s Gospel the risen Christ is 
known by his wounds! 



Wounds
Deut. 8:12 When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses 
and live in them, 13 and when your herds and flocks have 
multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you 
have is multiplied, 14 then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the 
LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery, 15 who led you through the great and terrible 
wilderness, an arid wasteland with poisonousa snakes and 
scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, 16 and fed 
you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, 
to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good.



Wounds
John 20:19   When it was evening on that day, the first day 
of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 



Wilderness

Ex. 13:17   When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not 
lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although 
that was nearer; for God thought, “If the people face war, 
they may change their minds and return to Egypt.” 18 So 
God led the people by the roundabout way of the 
wilderness toward the Red Sea.



Weakness
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 
and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. (1 Cor. 1:20–25)



Weakness
On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not 
boast, except of my weaknesses. . . . To keep me from being too elated, 
a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment 
me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I appealed to the 
Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, “My grace 
is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will 
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am content with weaknesses, 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; 
for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Cor. 12:5, 7–10)



Small Group 
Discussion

“Grace is bewildering to those who 
are committed to a meritocracy in 
which we all get what we earn.”



New Name

Benedictine monastery of 
cliffs above road from 
Jerusalem to Jericho



New Name
  Jacob becomes Israel


  The “heel grabber” becomes the “one 
who strives with God.”


  Think about how a name defines you

  “New name” is metaphor for new 
possibilities - new future with hope.


  Jeremiah 29:11  For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the 
LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future 
with hope. 


