
Sermon 
“Enough” 

A Sermon for Cary Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, November 7, 2021 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Prayer for Illumination: 

Lord God, you are the one from whom all creatures receive 
their food in due season.  We, like all of creation, receive 
from you the things that are worth having.  It is you from 
whom all blessings flow.   On a good day we know that. 

 On a good day we see clearly that you give us enough — 
and more — and more than enough.  On a good day we 
realize that nothing good comes from our constant 
competition to accumulate more than we need.  So help us 
Lord, to see how enough is, indeed, enough.   

 As we read and ponder the Word given today, may we 
see how your invitation to simple contentment is an 
invitation to the truly faithful and good life. 

 In the name of our Lord, who made his way through life 
without getting entrapped by the pursuit of endless 
accumulation, Jesus, the Christ.  Amen. 

Mark 12:38   As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk 
around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces,  39 
and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets!  
40 They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long 
prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”  
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Mark 12:41   He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd 
putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums.  42 A 
poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a 
penny.  43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this 
poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the 
treasury.  44 For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she 
out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”  

Psa. 127:0   A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon.  
1  Unless the LORD builds the house, 
  those who build it labor in vain. 
 Unless the LORD guards the city, 
  the guard keeps watch in vain.  
2  It is in vain that you rise up early 
  and go late to rest, 
 eating the bread of anxious toil; 
  for he gives sleep to his beloved. 
   
Psa. 127:3     Sons are indeed a heritage from the LORD, 
  the fruit of the womb a reward.  
4  Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 
  are the sons of one’s youth.  
5  Happy is the man who has 
  his quiver full of them. 
 He shall not be put to shame 
  when he speaks with his enemies in the gate. 

  

I. There is a very old argument which has run through the 
 history of humanity and which remains alive and well   
 among us. 
 A. It stems from two competing narratives about the   
  reality of the world which God has made and in   
  which we are all living. 
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 B. This is an impassioned argument - because there is   
  much as stake in what we decide is true and real   
  about the world which God has made. 
 C. It turns out to be an argument about Creation: 
  And no - it is NOT That silly argument about    
  creationism versus the Big-bang which has so    
  inexplicably dominated thoughts about Creation in   
  our generation. 
 C. The two sides can be summarized as follows: 
  1. The Narrative of Accumulation 
   † Whose principal promoters are Pharaoh,   
    and king Solomon, and in fact, nearly all   
    the kings mentioned in the bible. 
   † This understanding of reality can be    
    boiled down to the idea that creation is a   
    zero-sum kind of a thing, where there is   
    only so much stuff, and therefore we are   
    each competing to gather and accumulate   
    as much stuff as we possibly can. 
   † The promise of this narrative is that the   
    good life is lived by those who have    
    enough stuff to never fear wanting    
    anything, and who have enough guns to   
    be sure that others cannot take their stuff.   
   † It is a promise that wealth and security   
    are the pathway to the good life. 
  2. The alternative to the narrative of     
   accumulation is a narrative of astonished    
   creaturely gratitude. 
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   † The principal promoters of this     
    perspective on the reality of the world are 
    Moses,  
    and all of the other OT prophets,    
    and Jesus. 
   † This understanding of the reality of    
    creation is that God has ordered creation   
    so that it keeps giving new gifts — that   
    Creation is not a zero-sum sort of a thing   
    so we do not have to compete for scarce   
    resources, because God chooses to make   
    creation fruitful in ways that defy the   
    logic of the narrative of accumulation. 

 II. Having that ancient dispute in mind will help us   
  today as we look at the scriptural passages assigned 
  to this Lord’ Day.  
  A. Jesus begins by giving a warning: 
“Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be 
greeted with respect in the marketplaces,  39 and to have the best seats in the 
synagogues and places of honor at banquets!  40 They devour widows’ 
houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the 
greater condemnation.” 
  To paraphrase:  “Beware of being someone who 
participates in a rapacious economy which allows the 
exploitation of the poor in order to deposit excess capital in 
the bank accounts of the rich and influential.” 

  B. Jesus is echoing the testimony of the prophets: 
Is. 5:7     For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
  is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah 
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  are his pleasant planting; 
 he expected justice, (mishpot) 
  but saw bloodshed; (mishpock) 
 righteousness, (Zedekah) 
  but heard a cry! (Zaakah) 
8   Ah (woe to), you who join house to house, 
  who add field to field, 
 until there is room for no one but you, 
  and you are left to live alone 
  in the midst of the land!  
  C. In Jesus’ day it was not unlike now . . . where   
   we are prone to admire the wealthy and    
   influential… and even to assume that their   
   wealth and influence mean they are wise. 
  D. Tevia in Fiddler on the Roof 
Oy, If I were a rich man 
Ya ba dibba dibba dibba dibba dibba dibba dum 
All day long I'd biddy biddy bum 
If I were a wealthy man 
I wouldn't have to work hard 
Ya ba dibba dibba dibba dibba dibba dibba dum 
If I were a biddy biddy rich 
Idle-diddle-didle-didle man 

The most important men in town would come to fawn on me 
They would ask me to advise them 
Like a Solomon the Wise 
"If you please, Reb Tevye..." 
"Pardon me, Reb Tevye..." 
Posing problems that would cross a rabbi's eyes 
Ya-da-dee-da-da, Ya-da-dee-da 
And it won't make one bit of difference if I answer right or wrong 
When you're rich, they think you really know. 

 Beware!  Jesus, says, of the assumption that the wealth 
is a sign of wisdom or righteousness.   
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III. By contrast — he considers the poor widow who quietly   
 makes her contribution to the treasury. 
 A. Two “small” coins — amounting to a penny. 
 B. Yet,  
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are 
contributing to the treasury.  44 For all of them have contributed out of their 
abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she 
had to live on.” 
 C. Simple gifts, made according to what we have, are   
  the key to being generous. 

IV. Psalm 127 offers another angle on this…. 
 A. Begins with: 
1  Unless the LORD builds the house, 
  those who build it labor in vain. 
 Unless the LORD guards the city, 
  the guard keeps watch in vain.  
2  It is in vain that you rise up early 
  and go late to rest, 
 eating the bread of anxious toil; 
  for he gives sleep to his beloved. 
 B. Again Isaiah has worked similar material: 
Is. 55:1     Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
  come to the waters; 
 and you that have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price.  
2  Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
  1. To Paraphrase:  “Why do you keep busting   
   your butt in the rat-race, when I am trying to   
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   give you without costs a better and more    
   satisfying life?” 

 C. It begs the question “When will it be enough?” 
  1. Wachovia estate-planning billboard 
   “No thanks, I have enough.” 
  2. Our current economy practically requires that   
   both parents work — which means that we are 
   all gathered around the dinner table already   
   exhausted from a long day. 
  Prov. 15:17  “Better is a dinner of vegetables where love is than a fatted 
   ox and hatred served with it.” 
  3. To paraphrase: “If we all arrive weary,    
   hungry, stressed, and frustrated by endless   
   work . . . it is unlikely that love will be served   
   along with the meal.” 
  
IV.  What is the alternative? 
 A. To get off the Hamster-wheel…to disengage from   
  the rat-race . . . to hear the Psalmist 
  “Why do you rise up early and go late to your rest   
  eating the bread of anxious toil when God gives   
  sleep to God’s beloved?” 
 B. The alternative is to “Be the Hands.” — quick    
  recap of how I ended up in seminary…. 
  1. Self-employed — busy conquering the world 
  2. Helping with (the first) Bush’s first campaign 
   “Thousand points of light” 

  3. Made a deal with God  
   † to return to worship 
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   † to spend Saturdays doing something for   
    others… Habitat 
 C. As it turned out the simple decision to stop working 
  7 days a week, and to concede enough time away   
  from profiteering to do something for others . . .   
  changed me. 
  1. Weeping on the roof of a Habitat house . . . 
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