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WORSHIP SERVICE  
DECEMBER 10, 2023 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
       614 Griffis Street, Cary, NC 27511 

    (919) 467-8700 
www.carypresbyterian.org 

 

 

 
Comfort, O Comfort by Lauren Wright Pittman 

http://www.carypresbyterian.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP – 10:30 A.M. 

    Gathering 
(* Please stand as you are able.) 

 
Gathering Chime  
 
Prelude                 O Thou, Come of God the Father                Bach 
 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Introit               God, Be with Your Weary People (v. 2)       Hyfrydol  

 

God, be with your hungry people, serve a feast for all to eat. 
Bread of life, abundant blessing, bring a justice more complete. 
We have yearned for peace and plenty, snared by greed and worn by war. 
Make our weapons fit for farming, move our hands to share once more. 
 

*Call to Worship  
 

Family of faith, one of the greatest joys of worship  
is that it is not a solo act. We gather together. 
We find joy, and God, in the act of connection.  
So as we begin our worship, I invite you to turn and face someone 
you are close to so that you can see one another. 
 
Now repeat these phrases after me: 
 
Welcome to worship. 
Welcome to worship. 
I am glad you’re here. 
I am glad you’re here. 
Surely God is in this space. 
Surely God is in this space. 
I see God in your face. 
I see God in your face. 
Let us worship together. 
Let us worship together.  

 

*Advent Candle Reading                          Maddie and Maxton Bohm  
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*Hymn                  Comfort, Comfort Now My People                  No. 87 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
*Call to Confession 
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*Call to Confession 
 
*Prayer of Confession 
 

God of laughter, 
God of open front doors 
and family reunions, 
we confess that we often doubt good news. 
We move through this world 
waiting for the other shoe to drop, 
waiting for life to fall apart, 
waiting for our humanity to get the best of us. 
Instead of leaning into joy, 
we lean into scarcity. 
We lean into fear. 
We lean into isolation. 
Forgive us for forgetting that joy is amplified when shared. 
Heal the wounds we have from past hurts, 
and teach us how to throw open our doors like Elizabeth. 
Show us how to find joy in connection. 
Amen. 

Silent Confession 
 
*Kyrie                               Lord, Have Mercy                          No. 551 
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*Assurance of Pardon 

Response                           Gloria, Gloria                        No. 583 
  (Sing twice; first in English, then in Latin) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Word 

 
Prayer for Illumination                                              David Bohm   
 
Scripture Reading           Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

One:   This is the word of the Lord.                                        
All:     Thanks be to God.  

 
Scripture Reading            Luke 1:24-45 
 
The Message           We Find Joy in Connection              Paul Lang 
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*Hymn                           I Can Celebrate You            Strickland/Holst 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith   A Brief Statement of Faith 
 

In life and in death we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
whom alone we worship and serve. 
 
We trust in God, 
whom Jesus called Abba, Father. 
In sovereign love God created the world good 
and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 
male and female, of every race and people, 
to live as one community. 
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But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 
Ignoring God’s commandments. 
we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 
accept lies as truth, 
exploit neighbor and nature, 
and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. 
We deserve God’s condemnation. 
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 
In everlasting love, 
the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people 
to bless all families of the earth. 
Hearing their cry, 
God delivered the children of Israel 
from the house of bondage. 
Loving us still, 
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 
God is faithful still. 
 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
With believers in every time and place, 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
 
 

 

Time With Our Children                                                   Jen Pierce 

 
Responding 

 
Offering of Tithes and Gifts 
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Offertory                        The Angel Gabriel                         arr. Leavitt 
  Chancel Choir 

 
The angel Gabriel from heaven came, with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame;  
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady.” Gloria.  
For known a blessed mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee;  
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favored lady.” Gloria  
   
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said.  
“My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.” Most highly favored lady, Gloria.  
Of her Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn,  
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: “Most highly favored lady.” Gloria.  

 

*Doxology                   Doxology for a Weary World          Strickland/Holst       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 
Joys and Concerns of the Congregation   

Lord in your goodness: Hear our praise; Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
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Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Sending 
  

*Hymn                     Blest Be the Tie That Binds                 No. 306                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

*Blessing and Charge 
 
 

 
CCLI No.: 3015474 
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*Response             Prepare the Way, O Zion (v. 2)               No. 106                 
He brings God’s rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above.  
His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth and love. 
Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding. 
O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
 

*Postlude                       Prelude in G Minor                             Bach                             
 
*Sharing the Peace of Christ  

            You are invited to share Christ’s peace with those around you. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Worship Service Participants  
Ministers: Rev. Paul Lang, Paul Burgess 

Music Director: Ed Yasick 
Choir: Chancel Choir 
Acolyte: Addy Archer 

Advent Candle Readers:  
Maddie and Maxton Bohm  
Lay Reader: David Bohm 

Children’s Time: Jen Pierce 
Ushers: LeNelle Patrick, Russell Diggs, 

Janet Robinette, Summer Bohm 
Tech: Richard Wood 
Slides: Beth Cleveland 

Prayer of Confession by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC  

sanctifiedart.org.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Generosity 2024 

We are truly grateful  
for all the gifts our 

members and friends have 
shared with Cary 

Presbyterian Church 
throughout this year. All of 

your gifts help make a 
difference in our world. 

 

If you are up to date with your 2023 planned giving 
commitment, we thank you. If not, we graciously 

ask that you become current by the end of the year. 
To make a planned giving commitment for 2024, 

please use the QR code at right. Thank you!  
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THIS WEEK AT  

CARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Website and Online Member Directory: www.carypresbyterian.org 

Sunday, 

December 10 

   9:30 a.m. 

 10:30 a.m. 

   2:00 p.m. 

   4:00 p.m. 

Christmas Pageant (Fellowship Hall) 

Worship In-Person (Sanctuary) and Online 

Compass Group #2 

Next Chapter Group (100) 

Monday, 

December 11 

 11:00 a.m. 

 11:00 a.m. 

 12:00 p.m. 

   6:15 p.m. 

   6:30 p.m. 

   7:00 p.m. 

   7:00 p.m. 

   7:00 p.m. 

   7:00 p.m. 

Staff Meeting (Library) 

Abigail Circle (100) 

Staff Christmas Lunch (Fellowship Hall) 

Girl Scout Troop 1951 (Youth Area) 

Scout Troop 232G (Fellowship Hall) 

Cub Scout Pack 232 Den Mtgs. (C. Ed. Bldg.) 

Kitchen Katz (Parlor) 

Preschool Ministry Board (Zoom) 

Racial Equity Team (Zoom) 

Tuesday, 

December 12 

   7:00 p.m. 

   7:00 p.m. 

   7:30 p.m. 

Christian Fellowship Team (Zoom) 

Scout Troop 232B (Youth Area) 

Adult Virtual Faith Formation (Zoom) 

Wednesday, 

December 13 

 12:00 p.m. 

   7:00 p.m. 

CPP Ext. Pre-K Class Holiday Event (FH) 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, 

December 14 

   6:00 p.m. 

   7:00 p.m. 

   7:00 p.m. 

Carying Place Holiday Dinner (FH, various rooms) 

Community Partnership Team (Zoom) 

Cary Mindfulness Group (Parlor) 

Friday, 

December 15 

 11:30 a.m. 

   7:00 p.m.  

Preschool Staff Christmas Lunch (100) 

Courage, Strength, & Hope (Parlor) 

Saturday, 

December 16 

  

Sunday, 

December 17 

   9:15 a.m. 

   9:15 a.m. 

   9:15 a.m. 

 10:30 a.m. 

   4:30 p.m. 

    

Faith Formation: Pre-K -Grade 5 (C. Ed. Wing) 

Parlor Class (Parlor) 

Pastor’s Class (100) 

Worship In-Person (Sanctuary) and Online 

Youth Progressive Christmas Dinner (meet at 

church) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Christmas Joy  
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor 

God's gift of Jesus Christ by providing assistance to 

current and retired church workers in their time of 

need and developing our future leaders at 

Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 

communities of color. 

 


