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Gal. 6:1   My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have 
received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take 
care that you yourselves are not tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and 
in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if those who are nothing 
think they are something, they deceive themselves. 4 All must test their own 
work; then that work, rather than their neighbor’s work, will become a cause 
for pride. 5 For all must carry their own loads. 

Gal. 6:6   Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with 
their teacher. 
=========== 

 2Kings 5:1   Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a 
great man and in high favor with his master, because by him the Lord had 
given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from 
leprosy.  2 Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl 
captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife.  3 She said to 
her mistress, “If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He 
would cure him of his leprosy.”  4 So Naaman went in and told his lord just 
what the girl from the land of Israel had said.  5 And the king of Aram said, 
“Go then, and I will send along a letter to the king of Israel.” 

 He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, 
and ten sets of garments.  6 He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which 
read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you my servant 
Naaman, that you may cure him of his leprosy.”  7 When the king of Israel 
read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to give death or life, 
that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and 
see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.”  
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8   But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his 
clothes, he sent a message to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let 
him come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.”  9 So 
Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of 
Elisha’s house.  10 Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go, wash in the 
Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean.”  
11 But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, “I thought that for me 
he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the Lord his 
God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy!  12 Are 
not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of 
Israel? Could I not wash in them, and be clean?” He turned and went away 
in a rage.  13 But his servants approached and said to him, “Father, if the 
prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have 
done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be 
clean’?”  14 So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the 
Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like 
the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.  
15   Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came 
and stood before him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the 
earth except in Israel; please accept a present from your servant.”  16 But he 
said, “As the Lord lives, whom I serve, I will accept nothing!” He urged him 
to accept, but he refused.  17 Then Naaman said, “If not, please let two mule-
loads of earth be given to your servant; for your servant will no longer offer 
burnt offering or sacrifice to any god except the Lord.  18 But may the Lord 
pardon your servant on one count: when my master goes into the house of 
Rimmon to worship there, leaning on my arm, and I bow down in the house of 
Rimmon, when I do bow down in the house of Rimmon, may the Lord pardon 
your servant on this one count.”  19 He said to him, “Go in peace.” 

I. This is one of my favorite stories in all of scripture. 
 A. Full of irony, power, and humor too. 
 B. A classic tale that seems to be about someone else   
 until unexpectedly we realize it has strangely     
 morphed into our own saga. 
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 C. If the message this morning isn’t good - it won’t be   
  the scripture’s fault, because this is a great little   
  story. 

II. Naaman is a great military mind - powerful man 
 A. But he has a problem which no army can solve. 
  1. Leprosy was so feared that it meant the end of   
   his career and life as a person of influence if he 
   could not find a cure. 
   a. But everyone knows that leprosy is    
    incurable - that’s why he is in such crisis. 
 B. His wife is attended by a young slave girl who was   
  taken as part of the spoils of war in a raid on the   
  Israelites. 
  1. She remarks to Naaman’s wife, “If only he was 
   in Samaria, there is a prophet there who could 
   cure him.” 
 C. It is an indication of Naaman’s fear and     
  desperation that he would act on this flimsy source   
  of hope for a cure — The equivalent to traveling to   
  a third-world place to engage in some crazy    
  treatment involving ground-up peach pits to cure   
  cancer or something. 
  1. But did you notice?  He does not do what the   
   little girl suggests is needed. 
  2. He does not go to the prophet in Samaria 
  3. He goes to his king, and then he goes to the   
   bank. 
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   a. He knows how things get done he thinks   
    and so he puts into play his considerable   
    influence and wealth. 
  4. His king sends him off to find his cure with: 
   a. A letter indicating the royal need for a   
    cure 
   b. Several dump-truck loads of gold and   
    silver 
   c. With a convoy of armored personnel    
    carriers and tanks (chariots) 

   And soon the fun begins! 

III. The king in Israel is, of course, suspicious and nervous. 
 A. He reads the letter, tears his clothes, states the    
  obvious: 
  1. “The king of Aram is simply doing this as a   
   provocation — he knows as well as I do that   
   no one can cure leprosy!” 

 B. On the surface this is a story about the 1%. 
  Kings & Mighty Generals 
  1. Whose world is defined by scarcity, anxiety,   
   monopoly, and violence 
 C. BUT The Hebrew bible routinely tells stories in   
  which those who hold political and military power   
  are shown to be impotent and those who seemingly   
  have no power and no status are shown to be    
  conduits for God’s work in the world. 
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  1. Exodus 2 - Pharaoh decrees death to the    
   babies and all the women get busy     
   undermining his decree. 
 D. On the surface the story is about a Powerful    
  Military Man, about his king, about the king in   
  Israel, and about the economics of providing    
  healthcare to non-citizens. 
 E. But at its core it is a story about the work of God   
  displayed in the words and actions of the “no    
  bodies” 
  1. A little girl 
  2. A prophet to a minor religion of a vassal state 
  3. a pathetic excuse for a “river.” 

IV. When Elisha hears about Naaman and the king of Israel 
 A. “Why all this drama (tearing clothes)?  Send him   
  to me so that he can see that there is a prophet to   
  the God of Israel.” 
 B. Naaman heads to Elisha - expecting some kind of   
  personalized care.  He is, after all, a paying    
  customer! 
  1. But Elisha sends out an unnamed CNA to say,   
   “take two aspirin and call us in the morning.” 
   (wash in this local “creek” called the Jordan   
   river.) 
 C. Naaman is insulted.  What? 
  “I thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand and 
call on the name of the Lord his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, 
and cure the leprosy!  12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them, and 
be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage.” 
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 D. Unnamed underlings - intervene with Naaman 
  “If he had asked something hard you would do   
  it….why not do this simple thing?” 
  1. He washes and is made clean.  Simple report. 
  2. it is about a simple act of thorough     
   washing infused with the power of God —   
   which makes Naaman like a little boy )in    
   Hebrew a natzar).  We are meant to chuckle   
   that the great general  
   (General Patton) now has skin like a little    
   girl. 

V. Then we have the curious report of Naaman’s     
 “conversion” to the faith of Israel. 
 A. I know there is no God except the God of Israel. 
 B. Let me pay  you for your time. 
  1. “no!” 
 C. Then let me mention just one thing. 
  1. When I get back home - you are going to see   
   me on CNN worshipping with my king and   
   offering sacrifices to the God’s of Aram . . .   
   just know that this is a necessary part of my   
   job… 
 D. Naaman has just been healed of leprosy! 
  1. Just been given his life of privilege back! 
  2. Just been shown in a spectacular way the power 
   of the God of Israel. 
  3. Has Just made his public declaration of faith! 
 E. And immediately he is double-minded.   
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  1. He is mercurial in his commitment.   
  2. He is only faithful until it my cost him    
   something. 
 F. And we expect Elisha to curse him, or at least to   
  chastise him for his duplicity. 
  1. “Go in peace.” 

VI. So what might this story say to us - who come to a table   
 to which we can make no merit-based claim to receive a   
 miracle which we cannot control? 
 A. We, who like Naaman, are prone to be double    
  minded about our commitments of faith as soon as   
  they become inconvenient or costly. 
 B. The passage from Galatians reminded us 
  “Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law   
  of Christ…” 
  1. And yet bearing one another’s burdens is both 
   inconvenient and costly.  
   * Money and time too 
  2. Young woman in need when I was at CTS. 
 C. Though we often get focussed on the “miracle” of   
  the Table being that the bread and wine become   
  body and blood — the more obvious miracle is that 
  you and I are welcomed to the table at all. 
  1. We approach so often, like Naaman, making   
   our excuses about why we will be less than   
   faithful… 
  2. We deserve condemnation 
  3. We get, “Go in peace….” 
 D. So come, friends. 
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  1. If you have the faith of Elisha 
  2. If you waiver like Naaman 
  3. No matter — this table is set for you. 
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