
Sermon 
Glaucon's Freedom & The Freedom of Faith 

A Sermon for Cary Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, June 26, 2022 

3RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

Gal. 5:1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not 
submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

The Nature of Christian Freedom 

Gal. 5:2   Listen! I, Paul, am telling you that if you let yourselves be 
circumcised, Christ will be of no benefit to you. 3 Once again I testify to 
every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obliged to obey the 
entire law. 4 You who want to be justified by the law have cut yourselves off 
from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit, by 
faith, we eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything; the only thing 
that counts is faith workinga through love. 

Gal. 5:7   You were running well; who prevented you from obeying the truth? 
8 Such persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9 A little yeast 
leavens the whole batch of dough. 10 I am confident about you in the Lord 
that you will not think otherwise. But whoever it is that is confusing you will 
pay the penalty. 11 But my friends,a why am I still being persecuted if I am 
still preaching circumcision? In that case the offense of the cross has been 
removed. 12 I wish those who unsettle you would castrate themselves! 

Gal. 5:13   For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters;a only do not 
use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence,b but through love 
become slaves to one another. 14 For the whole law is summed up in a single 
commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If, however, 
you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one 
another. 

The Works of the Flesh 
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Gal. 5:16   Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
17 For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit 
desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent 
you from doing what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
subject to the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, 
impurity, licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, 
quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21 envy,a drunkenness, carousing, and things 
like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

The Fruit of the Spirit 

Gal. 5:22   By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no 
law against such things. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let 
us also be guided by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, competing 
against one another, envying one another.    

I. There has been a lot of talk about freedom in the news 
 A. Libertarians want freedom from governmental   
  involvement in just about everything 
 B. Still other voices in politics want freedom from   
  having to hear any voices but the ones they agree   
  with. 
 C. Yet others want freedom to own and carry firearms 
  in every venue - including churches 
 D. Still others want the freedom to devour the good of   
  the earth without being compelled to interrupt   
  their pleasures to feed those whom their greed is   
  starving. 
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 E. Some want freedom to say whatever they want   
  without being held accountable for the     
  consequences which their speech creates 
 F. Our students want the freedom to go to school    
  without the threat of gun-violence. 
 G. And, of course, those of us who live in the “land of   
  the free and the home of the brave” will be hearing   
  a lot in the coming week or so about freedom as we   
  celebrate our freedom from 18th century England. 
  1. The sad irony is not lost on me that we wanted 
   freedom from England, and then immediately   
   set about enslaving others to fuel our economy   
   in the new world. 

II. We might be inclined to imagine that the freedom    
 described by our faith is easily invoked in support of   
 our various claims to freely do and say whatever we   
 like - but . . . 
 A. That is the freedom espoused by Glaucon in Plato’s   
  Republic.   
 B. In the Socratic dialogue Glaucon is the younger   
  brother who is engaged in a discussion about what   
  the good life looks like. 
  1. Tells ring of Gyges story about young man   
   finding a magic ring which makes him    
   invisible. 
  2. He has whatever he wants, and does whatever   
   he pleases. 
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 B. On the other hand — the Bible offers many stories   
  and theological musings about God’s inclination to   
  set us free. 
  1. Exodus 
  2. Jesus, sometimes describes his healing    
   miracles as acts of setting someone free from   
   sin/ailment (Luke 13) 
  3. Peter in Acts preaches that Jesus “sets free all   
   who believe…” 
  4. Paul, in Romans (8), asserts that the love of   
   God in Jesus - sets us free from sin and our   
   bondage to decay) 
  5. Here in Paul’s letter to the Galatians, the    
   apostle spends nearly the entire fifth chapter   
   urging us to live into the freedom given to us.    
   He begins with:  
   “For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore,   
   and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” 

III. So what could Paul mean by this? 
 A. Letter to Galatians is in response to other     
  preachers who have come to this fledgling    
  community of faith, and contrary to Paul’s    
  message” have convinced many that they must   
  become Jewish first (symbolized by getting    
  circumcised) and then they would be eligible to be   
  faithful Christians. 
  1. Paul is angry in his response.  “O Foolish    
   Galatians . . . who has bewitched you!?” 
  2. He is incensed that they would trade in the   
   grace which claims them in God’s love, for the   
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   shackles of obedience to laws which Paul    
   believes have become meaningless in the light   
   of the grace of God - manifest in Christ. 
  3. And so he writes the impassioned letter to the   
   Galatians, practically begging them to live in   
   the costly freedom which was purchased for   
   them by God’s love in Jesus 
Galatians 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
counts for anything; the only thing that counts is faith working through love.  

IV. This freedom to which Christ has set us free is a    
 peculiar kind of freedom. 
 A. It is not freedom to do or say whatever we like. 
 B. It is freedom to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Gal. 5:13   For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not 
use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love 
become slaves to one another.  14 For the whole law is summed up in a single 
commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 C. It is freedom from an excessive anxiety about being 
  sure we get our share . . . 
  1. Think of Jesus in Matthew 6 
31 Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we 
drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’  32 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all 
these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things.  33 But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be given to you as well. 
 D. It is freedom from the need to be right and to insist   
  that others agree with us - think of Paul in Romans 
  14 . . .  
Rom. 14:1   Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 
quarreling over opinions. 
 E. It is freedom to  
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Rom. 13:8   Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one 
who loves another has fulfilled the law.  
 F. In short it is freedom to follow Christ who said   
  plainly that  
Mark 10:43 …whoever wishes to become great among you must be your 
servant,  44 and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.  
45 For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
a ransom for many.” 
  
V. That friends, sounds a lot like Be The Hands doesn’t it? 
 A. I hope that you will stay with us to celebrate our   
  work with Be The Hands — a celebration long-  
  delayed due to COVID. 
  

Announcement:  
It starts immediately following worship service, the band is 
warming up and ready to go, and the Will & Pop’s food 
truck is ready to take orders! Also, we just learned at this 
late hour that the food truck will NOT be able to take pre-
orders. So, you might ask for folks’ patience given that there 
might be a long food line. Maybe suggest that they grab a 
drink and listen to the band rather than standing in a long 
line for food. Or, they can start at the desert table first! 😊  
  
Wondering if one of you can say a blessing for the meal at 
the close of the worship service?
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