
Sermon 
“A Letter to Parker” 

A Sermon for Cary Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, September 19, 2021 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Prayer for Illumination — 
Lord, we know the wisdom of the Psalmist who teaches 
about your tenacious and all-encompassing presence.  We 
marvel at the knowledge that it was you who formed us and 
knew us, “when [we] were being made in secret, 
  intricately woven in the depths of the earth.” 

 We know, too, of your baptismal claim upon us and 
your bestowal of the title, “beloved.”  This amazing grace is 
hard to believe . . . so help us, Lord, to hear what you would 
tell us.  Give us confidence in your love and trust in your 
intentions of mercy.  May we have “ears to hear” your 
calling and courage enough to rise up and follow you.  In the 
name of the one who was baptized by John in the river 
Jordan, and who has invited us to follow in his way… even 
Jesus, the Christ, Amen. 

Psa. 139:0   To the leader. Of David. A Psalm. 
1  O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
2  You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
  you discern my thoughts from far away. 
3  You search out my path and my lying down, 
  and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4  Even before a word is on my tongue, 
  O LORD, you know it completely. 
5  You hem me in, behind and before, 
  and lay your hand upon me. 
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6  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
  it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
  
Psa. 139:7     Where can I go from your spirit? 
  Or where can I flee from your presence? 
8  If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
  if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
9  If I take the wings of the morning 
  and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
10  even there your hand shall lead me, 
  and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
11  If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
  and the light around me become night,” 
12  even the darkness is not dark to you; 
  the night is as bright as the day, 
  for darkness is as light to you. 
  
Psa. 139:13     For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14  I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
  Wonderful are your works; 
 that I know very well. 
15   My frame was not hidden from you, 
 when I was being made in secret, 
  intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16  Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
 In your book were written 
  all the days that were formed for me, 
  when none of them as yet existed. 
17  How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
  How vast is the sum of them! 
18  I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
  I come to the end—I am still with you. 
  
Psa. 139:19     O that you would kill the wicked, O God, 
  and that the bloodthirsty would depart from me— 
20  those who speak of you maliciously, 
  and lift themselves up against you for evil!  
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21  Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD? 
  And do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 
22  I hate them with perfect hatred; 
  I count them my enemies. 
23  Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
  test me and know my thoughts. 
24  See if there is any wicked way in me, 
  and lead me in the way everlasting.  

Matt. 3:1    In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 
Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”a  
3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’” 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the 
Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 

Matt. 3:7   But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9 Do not presume to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 
is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

Matt. 3:11   “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

The Baptism of Jesus 
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Matt. 3:13   Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 
baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be 
baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let 
it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 

  

Dear Parker, 

 Grace to you and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ and 
from all the saints of Cary Presbyterian Church who have 
gathered on this warm September morning, (the 19th), the 
2021rst year of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 I am Paul Lang - and today I have been entrusted with 
the privilege and honor of baptizing you.  I write to you not 
only for myself - but for all of the good people gathered here 
today in worship.  Some are family, like your parents and 
brother Harrison.  Others are members of the family of faith 
here at Cary Presbyterian church.  And some are neighbors 
who are visiting with us in worship today. 
 It might seem strange that we would want to write to 
you.  After all, you are right here with us - and besides it will 
be some time before you learn to read and even longer 
before you will be ready to understand all that we want to 
say to you in this letter.  Even so, we are encouraged to write 
you - knowing that in good time - the providence of God will 
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lead you to this letter and the love of God will use what 
we’ve written to bless you. 
 Today is the Lord’s Day.  It’s the one day each week on 
which we gather together as a whole church to praise God 
and to learn from one another how to live faithfully and 
obediently as God’s children.  
 Today’s story from scripture comes from the Gospel of 
Matthew and describes the day when Jesus was baptized and 
God spoke from the heavens saying, “You are my beloved 
son, with whom I am well pleased.”  As people of faith, one 
of the reasons we’ve gathered here today is to try to more 
fully understand how it is that we too are God’s beloved 
children. 
 Baptism is the Sacrament which reminds us of our 
“Belovedness” in God’s eyes, and which urges us to always 
live as God’s Beloved people.  One of the ways that we will 
live out our belovedness is by loving you today and always.  
In fact, your parents and all of us will take vows today 
promising to love you and nurture you in faith all your life. 
 It might seem odd to you that we would promise that.  
After all, you have hardly had time to get to know us - much 
less love us all -- and yet here we are pledging our love and 
care for you.  It’s not so odd though when you consider that 
God has loved us all before we were even knit together in our 
mothers’ wombs.  In the words of the Psalmist (139) 

13 For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you, 
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when I was being made in secret, 
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
In your book were written 
all the days that were formed for me, 
when none of them as yet existed. 

Our love for you is merely a reflection of God’s love for you 
and for all of us - which has been from the beginning of time.  
In time you will grow up physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually.  Our hope is that you will come to love us too - 
even as you come to know and grow in love of God.  But our 
love for you today does not depend upon your capacity to 
reciprocate.  You don’t have to know how much we care 
about you - or respond to our care in some certain way.  We 
simply love - you!  It’s that simple.  So we can make our 
promises to care for you and to raise you in the love of this 
church family without hesitation. Baptism is sort of like 
that too.  When we baptize you  -- we are enacting an 
outward and visible sign of a Holy Mystery which comes 
from God.  That God first loves us and claims us before we 
love God is a Holy Gift of Grace which both we and you will 
need a lifetime to unravel understand.   
 A man called Paul [the Apostle - not me] once said,  
“The proof of God’s amazing love is this . . . while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us . . .”{Romans 5:8}.  
Today as we baptize you -- we are all going to remember our 
own baptisms and ponder the amazing love of God for 
ourselves even as we claim for you that same Amazing 
Grace. In the sacrament, we will take a little water and we 
will place it on your head and I will say, “Parker Elizabeth 
Zachary, Child of God’s Covenant, I baptize you in the name 
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of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.”  
It’s pretty simple isn’t it? We might see the heavens open 
up and the Spirit of God descending as a dove to you -- if 
God gives us eyes to see such things. We might hear the 
tender voice of God saying, “Parker, you are my beloved, 
with you I am well pleased,” if we are given the “ear of the 
heart” to sense such things. But odds are that this sacrament 
will seem very ordinary to us.  The baptismal bowl is very 
plain.    The water in the bowl I got out of the sink in the 
sacristy earlier this morning.  I am just the simple Pastor of 
this church - which - while we love it - probably seems 
unimpressive to those who pass by on Griffis Drive each day.  
It makes you wonder why we bother with a sacrament when 
every body and every thing seems so ordinary?  
And yet . . . the very plainness of this service and of the 
various parts of the sacramental elements serve to remind us 
that if anything powerful and good and godly happens in 
worship today -- it is because God has come and made the 
ordinary extraordinary.  This plain bowl becomes the fount 
of God’s grace.  This eight-sided font becomes a symbol of 
the everlasting love of God for you.  The people gathered 
here in worship are joined by all the saints of every time and 
place  — a vast cloud of witnesses cheering and rejoicing and 
reveling in your baptism.  The tap water becomes Holy 
Water which washes away every imperfection and fills the 
spring of God’s grace in your heart.  By the Love of God, 
manifest in the power of the Holy Spirit -- everything is 
made new. We will do our part in this sacrament knowing 
that God who is faithful will, at-the-same-time, be doing 
those extra-ordinary things which belong solely to God.  
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 One day you will come to more fully appreciate the 
depth of God’s love for you and the claim which that love 
lays upon your life.  You will want to stand up and declare 
for all to hear your steadfast love of God -- as God’s children 
have done for millennia.  But who knows when that day will 
come?  
 Today it is enough for us to simply celebrate God’s love 
for you and for us all.  It is enough for us today to know that 
we are all Beloved of God -- children in the family which 
God has made.  But for tomorrow — for all of the 
tomorrows of your life — we want to give you a gift more 
precious than gold.  It comes in the form of a promise which 
is at the bedrock of our faith.  May God take this gift we 
offer and use it to fill your life with joy and peace, humility 
and wisdom, faith and love. A gift of this magnitude, of 
course, is really not ours to give.  We can only point to it as 
the saints have pointed to it for us -- and assure you that it is 
yours, now and forever. That gift is the gift of God’s 
grace.  You are loved by God.    
 We know this because the Bible tells us so. We know this 
because Jesus, who was the first born in God’s great family, 
has promised that it is so. And we know this because we 
have all experienced God’s amazing grace.  It’s what 
motivates us to live graciously with others and it lies at the 
heart of the joy we feel in our love for God.  
 The knowledge that you are loved deeply and tenderly, 
and steadfastly by God is the most important gift any of us  
can give to another -- and we hope that we will constantly 
give you that gift by all of the things we say and do for you 
today and in the years ahead.  
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  As you grow up -- it is almost a certainty that you 
will be tempted as Jesus was to think that you are only 
important if you can do something special.  You’ll be 
tempted to think your life is a “success” only if you have a 
certain kind of job, or live in a certain place, or if you enjoy 
the friendship and approbation of certain people. But the 
promise we enact today in your baptism — the promise 
which we are reminded of as we welcome you into the 
church family — the promise we desire more than anything 
to give you is that . . .You are special because God loves you!
You are beautiful because God made you! Your life has 
meaning because God created you with a purpose!  
 So, you see, we had to write to you to share that good 
news with you.  Don’t ever forget that before you were 
Parker, God knew you and loved you.  Don’t forget that 
today you join a family with endless aunts and uncles and 
brothers and sisters in faith who span this whole world and 
who share God’s loving embrace with you.  Never let anyone 
talk you out of your rightful place in the family of God’s 
Beloved children. So as I conclude our letter to you let me 
turn again to the Apostle Paul and close with an exhortation 
which will be for us and for you too! 
“Keep alert!  Stand firm in your faith, be courageous and be strong.  And let 
all that you do be done in love.”   

{I Corinthians 16:13}. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Paul H. Lang
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