
Study 6: Confidence in Eternal Perspective 

Key Passage: 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

"Therefore, we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are 
being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal 
glory that far outweighs them all. So, we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, 
since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal." 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How does Paul describe present troubles in comparison to eternal glory? 
2. What does it mean to "fix our eyes" on the unseen rather than the seen? 
3. How can an eternal perspective change the way we view current struggles? 

Additional Scriptures: 

• Romans 8:18 - "I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the 
glory that will be revealed in us." 

• 1 Peter 1:3-4 - "Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade." 

Application: 

When overwhelmed by immediate circumstances, consciously redirect your focus to eternal 
realities and God's ultimate plan for your life. 

 

This study focuses on developing an eternal perspective that helps believers maintain confidence 
and hope during difficult times. Here's a breakdown of the key concepts: 

The Central Message 
Paul is teaching that maintaining faith requires shifting our focus from temporary, visible 
circumstances to eternal, invisible realities. The passage presents a deliberate contrast between 
what we can see (current struggles) and what we cannot see (eternal glory and God's purposes). 

Key Concepts Explained 
"Light and Momentary Troubles" - Paul describes even serious hardships as relatively 
insignificant when viewed against the backdrop of eternity. This isn't minimizing real pain, but 
rather placing it in a larger context. 



"Fixing Our Eyes on the Unseen" - This means intentionally choosing to focus on spiritual 
realities like God's promises, our future hope, and eternal values rather than being consumed by 
immediate circumstances. It's about where we direct our mental and emotional attention. 

Inner Renewal vs. Outer Decay - While our physical bodies and external circumstances may 
deteriorate, our inner spiritual life can grow stronger through trials when we maintain proper 
perspective. 

Practical Application 
The study suggests that when facing overwhelming situations, we should: 

• Consciously remind ourselves that current difficulties are temporary 
• Focus on God's eternal promises and purposes 
• Remember that present struggles can contribute to spiritual growth 
• Trust that there's a greater glory and plan beyond what we currently see 

The supporting verses from Romans and 1 Peter reinforce this theme by emphasizing that future 
glory far exceeds present suffering and that believers have an eternal inheritance that cannot be 
destroyed. 

This perspective doesn't eliminate struggles but provides a framework for enduring them with 
hope and maintaining faith during difficult seasons. 

 

Practical Action Steps 

Daily Practices: 

1. Morning Declaration: Begin each day by declaring God's promises over your life 
2. Scripture Meditation: Choose one confidence-building verse to meditate on throughout 

the week 
3. Gratitude Practice: End each day by listing three things you're thankful for, even in 

difficult seasons 
4. Prayer Journaling: Record your prayers and God's responses to build a record of His 

faithfulness 

Weekly Practices: 

1. Community Connection: Meet regularly with other believers for prayer and 
encouragement 

2. Testimony Sharing: Share with others how God has been faithful during past struggles 
3. Service: Look for ways to encourage others facing difficulties 



During Crisis Moments: 

1. Stop and Breathe: Take several deep breaths and acknowledge God's presence 
2. Speak Truth: Recite memorized Scripture or promises of God 
3. Seek Support: Reach out to trusted friends or mentors for prayer and counsel 
4. Worship: Play worship music or sing hymns that remind you of God's goodness 

 

Reflection Questions for Personal Study 
1. What struggles are currently testing your confidence? 
2. Which of these biblical principles do you most need to apply right now? 
3. How has your understanding of biblical confidence changed through this study? 
4. What specific steps will you take this week to build your confidence in God rather than 

circumstances? 
5. Who can you share these truths with to encourage them in their own struggles? 

 

Memory Verses to Carry Forward 
• Psalm 27:1 - "The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?" 
• Romans 8:28 - "And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 

love him." 
• Philippians 4:13 - "I can do all this through him who gives me strength." 
• Isaiah 41:10 - "So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your 

God." 

 


