Joseph Lesson Guide

Genesis 40
Sunday, March 29

1 Some time later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of
Egypt offended their master, the king of Egypt. 2 Pharaoh was
angry with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief
baker, 3 and put them in custody in the house of the captain
of the guard, in the same prison where Joseph was confined.
4 The captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, and he
attended them.

After they had been in custody for some time, 5 each of the
two men—the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt,
who were being held in prison—had a dream the same night,

and each dream had a meaning of its own.

6 When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that
they were dejected. 7 So he asked Pharaoh’s officials who
were in custody with him in his master’s house, "Why do you
look so sad today?”

8 "We both had dreams,” they answered, “but there is no one

to interpret them.”

Then Joseph said to them, “"Do not interpretations belong to

God? Tell me your dreams.”

9 So the chief cupbearer told Joseph his dream. He said to
him, “In my dream I saw a vine in front of me, 10 and on the
vine were three branches. As soon as it budded, it blossomed,
and its clusters ripened into grapes. 11 Pharaoh’s cup was in
my hand, and I took the grapes, squeezed them into

Pharaoh’s cup and put the cup in his hand.”

12 “This is what it means,” Joseph said to him. “The three
branches are three days. 13 Within three days Pharaoh will lift
up your head and restore you to your position, and you will
put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand, just as you used to do when

you were his cupbearer.

Q: Who did \)oseph meet whie he

was In (ar'\sonz.

A He met the Pharach's
(kings) cupbearer and baker,
Thetj had made the Pharach
angry, so +hej had been put
in pErison too.

%fj that time, Joseph was
alreao\tj hel\o\nﬁ to run the
prison, so it was his Job to
watch after them,

Q@ What is a cu(a\aearerz.

A B cupgbearers job was to
bring the king his drink, but
more importantly he Always
drank from the k‘\nﬁ's gass
Lirst to make sure that it
wasnt (ao'\soneo\!

Q Qccoro\'\ns to Joseeh, who can
interpret dreams!?

A He says “interpretations
Cexplanations) belong to God,"
mean'\nﬁ only God can explain
dreams,

Q@ what did the cupbearer dream?

A The vine had three
branches that grew grapes.
He took the gJrepes,
squeezed the juice into the
k’\nﬁ's cue, and gave it to hir,

@& what did his dream mean?

A Joseph told the cupbearer
that in three days he would
start working for the kin
Just fike he had before,
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14 But when all goes well with you, remember me and show
me kindness; mention me to Pharaoh and get me out of this
prison. 15 I was forcibly carried off from the land of the
Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing to deserve

being put in a dungeon.”

16 When the chief baker saw that Joseph had given a
favorable interpretation, he said to Joseph, “I too had a
dream: On my head were three baskets of bread. 17 In the
top basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, but the

birds were eating them out of the basket on my head.”

18 “This is what it means,” Joseph said. “The three baskets
are three days. 19 Within three days Pharaoh will lift off your
head and impale your body on a pole. And the birds will eat

away your flesh.”

20 Now the third day was Pharaoh’s birthday, and he gave a
feast for all his officials. He lifted up the heads of the chief
cupbearer and the chief baker in the presence of his officials:
21 He restored the chief cupbearer to his position, so that he
once again put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand— 22 but he
impaled the chief baker, just as Joseph had said to them in

his interpretation.

23 The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph;

he forgot him.

Q@ what did Joseph ask the
cupbearer to do £or him?

A He asked the cupbearer
to remember him, and ask
the Xing to release him £rom

ol since he hadn't done

an\j’rh'tnﬁ wrong.

@ what did the baker dream?

A He had three baskets of
bread on his head. The top
basket was for the king, but
birds were eating out of it.
The baker was eenn3 P“eﬁtj
cod because the cupbearer
had 3oHen ﬁooo\ NeWS.

@ what did his dream mean?

A The baker's dream meant
that in three o\aﬂs, he would
be kiled.

Q wh&j do You think the cupbearer
?or\c,o‘r about \)ose\ohz.

A He may have been so
relieved that the king let him
live that it com‘ole’relﬁ sl’tPPed
his mind when he qot back to
work, But, God knows what
He is o\o'\nﬂ. S’ra\j\r? in Erison
a while Ionﬁer put OSQ\oh 0
the Per?ec‘r speot to continue
God's plan in the next
Cha(o’rQ(‘.



