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Ascension Sunday 
May 12, 2024 

9:30am  
 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!  Today we honor all the godly women in our lives: Moms, 
Grandmas, God-moms, aunts and sisters.  Thank you for your love, and reflecting the love of 
Jesus in our lives.  Please make sure to receive your gift at the end of the service.    
 
ATTENDANCE CARDS  We invite all our worshipers, both members and guests, to fill out an 
attendance card from the pew rack in front of you and place it in the offering plate.  Also, use 
the “Tell Us” cards to communicate to your congregational leaders whatever you want them to 
know.  You can also register on our app!  Fill out the “Connect Card” located on the 
home page. 
 
WORSHIP AIDS  If you have difficulty reading the print in the bulletin, there are large print 
bulletins available on the table by the side door of the church.  Do you have difficulty hearing 
the spoken word?  Aids for hearing are also available on the same table.  Ask an usher to help 
you if you need assistance. 
 
CELL PHONES  Check in on social media using #immanuelriverside before silencing your cell 
phones. 
 
INVITATION TO THE LORD'S SUPPER  In this morning’s service, we celebrate Holy 
Communion.  We offer Communion at the altar as well as individual communion kits if you are 
not yet comfortable with coming up.  Individual kits can be found at the entrances or you may 
ask one of our ushers for assistance. If you wish to commune at the altar, our ushers will come 
and invite you forward, row by row, when the time comes.  As Lutheran Christians, we believe 
that this sacrament is more than just a memorial meal.  We believe in Christ’s real presence in, 
under, and through the bread and the wine for the forgiveness of sins.  If you are a baptized 
Christian, and this is what you believe and desire, we invite you to join us in this most sacred 
meal!  If this is not your confession, or you are not sure what you believe about the Lord’s 
Supper, we are thankful that you are worshiping with us but ask that you please refrain from 
taking communion today.  Our pastoral staff would be happy to follow up with you about 
participating in Holy Communion in the future. 

 

 

FOR OUR LITTLE ONES  For parents who have children under four years of age, we have a 
staffed nursery to assist you.  If you have an infant, please feel free to use our Cry Room 
where you can still see and listen to the worship service. 
 
NURSERY CARE  The nursery is now OPEN for childcare during worship.  Your children (6 
weeks old - 5 years old) will be cared for by our trained staff for any or all of the service.  You 
will need to read the Nursery Parent Information sheet and fill out a questionnaire before 
dropping off your children.  Please see the Nursery Coordinator if you have any questions. 
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 GATHER TO WORSHIP 
PRESERVICE MUSIC Toccata in D Major, BWV 912 by J.S. Bach D’Laney Jevas 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME  
 
VIDEO Mother’s Day Video 
 
(please stand) 
CALL TO WORSHIP A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing LSB 493 
   vv.1-4 
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INVOCATION  
  P: In the name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
  C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  P: Fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, on this holy day when we recall Christ’s ascension 
into heaven, we are reminded that though the earthly life of Christ is completed, He is 
still active within His creation. However, as we will hear in our Gospel Reading, we are 
very much in the world that hates us on account of Christ. Sometimes, we despair and 
fall back into sinful, worldly habits. For those times, let us use the words of Psalm 121 
to both confess and remember God’s goodness to us. (please kneel) 

 
  P: I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? 
  C: My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
 
  P: We stumble in darkness of sin; we are vulnerable against temptation.  
  C: Yet God will not let your foot be moved; He who keeps you will not slumber. 

Behold, He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep 
 
  P: We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 

persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed. (2 Cor 4:8-9).   
  C: The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade on your right hand. The sun 

shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
 
  P: Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the 

Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. (Hebrews 4:14) 
  C: The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. The LORD will keep 

your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore. (silence 
follows for personal confession) 

 
  P: Almighty God in His mercy, is our Keeper, and has sent His Son to be our Savior. The 

Good News for us is that by Jesus’ death and resurrection, sin, death, and the devil 
have been defeated. As Jesus has ascended to the right hand of the Father, our future 
hope is certain for just as “He was taken up from you into heaven, he will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” Therefore, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, and by His authority, I forgive you all of your sins in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

  C: Amen. (please stand) 
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SONG OF PRAISE My Dwelling Place  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(please be seated) 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Jean Kempe, D.C.E. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL DISMISSAL  Jean Kempe, D.C.E. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE READINGS:  
We have nothing to fear from God, who has overcome the world. The promise of the ascension 
is Christ will return on the Last Day and everything will be made right. Until that time, we work 
in the world, clinging to the promises of Christ, and realizing that our joy cannot be taken away 
from a world that hates Him. 
 
FIRST READING  1 John 5:9-15 
  L:  This the Word of the Lord 
  C: Thanks be to God!  (please stand) 
 
GOSPEL READING  John 17:11b-19 
  P:  The Gospel according to John, the seventeenth chapter. 
  C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
After the reading: 
  P:  This the Gospel of the Lord 
  C: Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
 
 

My dwelling place is God Most High 
My refuge and my fortress 

When plague and pestilence draw nigh 
I’m hidden in His presence 

When terrors fall and arrows fly 
His shield will be my safety 

When stones across my pathway lie 
On angels’ wings I’m carried 

 
My dwelling place is God Most High 

A present help in danger 
I rest secure in Love’s pure light, 

Beneath My Master’s favor 
He freed me from the fowler’s snare 
Where sin and shame had bound me 

Deceived I made my refuge there, 
Till fearless He came for me 

Chorus 
Wonderful, powerful,  

my hope and my defender 
Mighty God, Emmanuel,  
my dwelling place forever 

 
My dwelling place is God Most High 

I’ll never seek another 
For I am His and He is mine 
My heart He’ll keep forever 

I know the Name on Whom I call 
He promises to answer 

With life he satisfies my soul 
And crowns me with his pleasure 

 
Chorus x 2 

 
My Dwelling place forever 
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SERMON SONG Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious  LSB 495 
  v.1 Choir, vv. 2-4 

During the first verse, the Christ Candle is recessed  
out of the sanctuary as a sign of Christ’s ascension.  

Although we do not see Him physically,  
He is still with us and promises to return on the Last Day. 
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(please be seated) 
MESSAGE Measuring Full Pastor Robert Jones 
 
Whether we realize it or not, we often think about our v______________. 

 

Because we tend to focus on worth, it affects how we understand Jesus’ 

A_____________________. 

 

John 17 is known as the H________________ P___________________ 

P__________________ because Jesus 

_________________________________________________________. 

 

Who is included in this prayer? 

 

How are we tempted to read/hear this prayer? 

 

If we turn Jesus’ prayer into Law, then we inadvertently turn the Ascension into a 

t_____________ of t_________________. 

 

However, when we consider that this is Jesus’ prayer, then we understand these petitions are 

f_______________ a_________________-- the Father ___________ _____________ these 

things for us. 

• We have confidence in ________________________. 

 

• Our value is __________________________ because of C_________________’s 

 w_____________. 

 

 

How does this change how we hear Jesus’ Prayer? 

v.11 

v.12,14 

v.15 

v.13 
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SONG OF RESPONSE Be Thou My Vision Choir 

(please stand) 
CONFESSION OF FAITH 
  L:  Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, since Christ has conquered sin and death, and 

ascended into heaven, let us confess what we believe about our Lord. What does Jesus 
dying, rising, and ascending mean for us? 

  C: I believe that has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and 
won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold 
or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 
death. 

 
  L:  Since Jesus is both fully God and man, we refer to His earthly ministry as the state of 

humility, when He often hid His divinity. However, He now lives in a state of exultation 
since death could not contain Him. What does this state of exaltation mean for our 
understanding of who Jesus is and what He has done? 

  C: It highlights the full and deep sense in which Jesus, as our Brother, has been 
exalted by God the Father over sin, death, and the devil so that our future in Him 
is secure. 

 
  L: What comfort does the state of exaltation bring us? 
  C: It means that Jesus has ascended to the right hand of God and now rules for our 

benefit. It also means that He will return in glory as judge on the Last Day and 
bring us into His new creation. He sanctifies us by His Holy Spirit, and defends us 
against the devil and power of sin. 

ALL: Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND NEED   
(After the petition) 
  P: Lord, in your mercy: 
  C: Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art; 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night; 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.  

  
Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father and I, Thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.  

  

Riches I heed not, nor men’s empty praise; 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart; 
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.  

  
High King of heaven, my victory won; 

May I reach heaven’s joys,  
O bright heav’ns Sun,; 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall; 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
  P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
  C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  (please be seated) 

 
IMMANUEL IN MINISTRY  
 
BENEDICTION   (Blessing)  Numbers 6:24-26 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious 
to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
PREFACE  (please stand)   
  P: The Lord be with you. 
  C: And also with you. 
 
  P: Lift up your hearts. 
  C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
  P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
  P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight 
was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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  A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing LSB 493 
   v. 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
  P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
(†) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”   

 
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My (†) 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 

 
THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
  P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
  C: Amen.  
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION (please be seated) 
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COMMUNION MUSIC Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread LSB 625 
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 Wonderful, Merciful Savior 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENT OUT TO SERVE 
 

BLESSING   2 Corinthians 13:14 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  
 
POSTLUDE  
 
DOOR OFFERING You can give an offering in the following ways: 

• Leave cash or your check in the offering plates as you leave. 

• Download the Immanuel App and follow the GIVE tab. 

• Scan the QR Code for more options. 
 
 

Verse 1 
Wonderful merciful Savior 

Precious Redeemer and Friend 
Who would have thought that a Lamb 

Could rescue the souls of men 
Oh You rescue the souls of men 

  
Chorus 

You are the One that we praise 
You are the One we adore 

You give the healing and grace 
Our hearts always hunger for 

Oh our hearts always hunger for 

Verse 2 
Counselor Comforter Keeper 

Spirit we long to embrace 
You offer hope when our hearts 
Have hopelessly lost the way 

Oh we hopelessly lost the way 
  

Chorus 
  

Verse 3 
Almighty infinite Father 

Faithfully loving Your own 
Here in our weakness You find us 

Falling before Your throne 
Oh we're falling before Your throne 

  
Chorus 

THANK YOU! 
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PRAYERS REQUESTED BY OUR WORSHIPERS 
To submit a prayer request for the coming Sunday, please email or call the church office by 
Wednesday.  We want to pray for specific needs; however, ask permission before disclosing 

another person’s specific need, to ensure that we respect their privacy. 
 

PRAYERS OF THANKS 
 
 Thanks to our 3rd graders for their wonderful performance last Sunday.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 Sue Buster asks for prayers for her my sister Carol, she’s been diagnosed with skin       

cancer and has to undergo surgery.   
 
 The Atkinsons pray that we would demonstrate the love of Christ to all we meet. 
 
 Prayers for Scott Hutter who is recovering from surgery. 
 
 
 
Ongoing Prayers for Healing: Richard Katz/ Wayne Smith/ Andy Ashline / Chala Baker /    
Brianna / Fred Brown / Dee & Joseph Ferreri / Jo Kenney & Nana / Mindy Odum / Ken & Ruth 
Unrath / Ede, Phillip and Lois Lundquist / Albert / Ron Kusel / Larry Anderson / Rasmi Grau-
mann 
 
In Oncology Therapy:  Lisa Warner Kavanagh / Sandra Potter  
 
Healing for victims of terrorism, foreign and domestic. / Deliverance for the persecuted, espe-
cially for those in our family of faith.  

We encourage you to use this prayer list in your personal devotions at home.  To submit a 
request to our prayer chain or to join our prayer chain, call Carolyn Elfman (354-9896), Dory 
Robb (687-5725) or the church office (682-7613). 
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Weekly Small Groups 

SUNDAY 

†  11:00 AM After Word Bible Study in GPEC  

  

†  11:00 AM Re:Form class for new members in the conference room led by Pastor Robert 
Jones.  We are excited to keep growing in our faith with having meaningful discussions every 
week. If you are interested in joining Immanuel or would like to learn more about the Christian 
faith, email Pastor Robert robert.jones.immanuel@gmail.com for more information. 
  

†  10:45 AM Confirmation Classes 7th & 8th graders in the youth lounge 

SATURDAY 

†   9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study  meets in the Conference Room on the 2nd and 4th Satur-
days from 9:30-11AM.  
 
†   8:30 AM Men’s Bible Study meets in the Conference Room, led by Brett Bailey.  Meets 
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays from 8:30-10AM.  

THURSDAY  
  
†   6:30 PM Divorce Care: A Christ centered divorce support group in the Conference 
Room led by Scott and Cindy Hutter. Divorce Care is open to church and community. Divorce 
Care is designed to help comfort and heal those going through separation and divorce.  Some 
come to faith for the first time during this painful ordeal and participants tend to grow in their 
Christian faith journey.  For more information, please feel free to contact Cindy and Scott 
Hutter at 909-234-0942. or email us at scotthutter68@gmail.com.  Divorce Care has an 
excellent website detailing topics, etc, at www.Divorcecare.org.  

mailto:scotthutter68@gmail.com
http://www.divorcecare.org/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  After the children's message, Kindergarten-6th grade will be invited to a 
large group class in GPEC.  Parents, please come up to GPEC after worship.   
 
JR HIGH (CONFIRMATION):  No Confirmation class today because of Mother's Day.  Next 
Sunday is Confirmation Sunday!  This Wednesday, May 15, second year students have the 
“Conversation with Pastor Steven” at 6:30pm. 
 

 
VBS:  June 24-28!  We still have space for participants and 
volunteers (we need helpers of ALL AGES)!  Also, check our the 
donation board and see what you can pick up for us.  Use this QR 
code   or this link:  https://vbspro.events/p/eae000 to register or 
volunteer for SCUBA!   

 
MENS BIBLE STUDY  Meetings are first and third Saturdays in the conference room . If you 
are interested please call the office at 951-682-7613 or email info@immanuelriverside.com 
 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets in the Conference Room, on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays from 
9:30-11AM.  Our next meeting is May 25th at 9:30am, with Leslie Reick as facilitator. 
 
BLEST FEST! Please save the date of Saturday, May 18th, starting at 4pm  Join us for Music, 
Art, Food, Crafts, and more!  Immanuel is praising God for our many blessings by gathering 
church and school families together for a great celebration. 
 
INAUGURAL PIANO CELEBRATION MONTH  Please plan on coming early to services in 
May to hear some beautiful music on our new church piano. Every Sunday, we'll feature a 
special piece during the Prelude, as part of our inaugural celebration of having our new 
instrument. Don't miss it! 
 
VOLUTEER OPPORTUNITY  Please join your Immanuel family placing flags on Veteran’s 
grave sites at Riverside National Cemetery, Saturday May 25th .  We’ll meet @ the Medal of 
Honor Memorial @ 7:30.  Please come early, traffic will be very congested.  Please see Bryan 
Cantrell for more information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vbspro.events/p/eae000
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FOSTER YOUTH GRADUATION EVENT “Build-A-Basket” is starting 
NOW until JUNE 17th.  Our goal is to provide at least 25 baskets for them!   
Monetary donations are accepted if you’d like me to put a basket together 
for you. Suggested dollar amount for each basket is $75. Suggested gift 
baskets: 

College Study Success with school supplies, notebooks, pens, pencils, stapler, calculator, 
ruler, hole punch, Amazon.com gift cards for text books, back pack, printer paper, etc.  
Kitchen Start Up with dishes, utensils, pots & pans, dish towels, toaster, measuring cups and 
spoons, cutting board, grocery store gift cards, cleaning supplies in a bucket, a broom or mop, 
etc.  
Dorm Move-In with extra-long twin sheets, comforter, pillow case, hamper, desk lamp, shower 
supply caddy, plastic storage bins, towels, washcloths, laundry detergent, hangers, etc. Activity 
Baskets—Such as Trip to the Beach with beach chair, beach towel, mats, reusable water 
bottle, sunblock, etc., or Movie Night with movie tickets and variety of snacks and/or gift cards, 
etc.  
Variety Gift Card Basket—they love themes such as a variety of Fast Food Frenzy like 
Subway, Wendy’s, Cold Stone, Panera, Starbucks, Jack-in-the-Box, etc., or Supermarket 
Sweep with Vons, Stater Brothers, Trader Joe’s, Aldi’s, Food 4 Less, Smart & Final, etc., gift 
cards.  Contact Julia Gardner (951) 6827613,JGardnermail@Yahoo.com or church office for 
information. Bring gift baskets to the Church Narthex on Sundays or to the Church Office M-F 
8am-3:30pm by June 17th. 
 
 

Richard Van Leer 12-May 

Tessa Gutierrez 12-May 

Doris Robb 12-May 

Annika Kaminski 14-May 

Kaija Kaminski 14-May 

Micki Cruz 14-May 

Michael Parillo 14-May 

Kelly Sipan 15-May 

Mike Ferreri 15-May 

Bradley Davis 15-May 

Karin Jeske 15-May 

Marya Kolafa 17-May 

Sandra Schrader 20-May 

John McCombs 24-May 

Deborah Weigand 24-May 

Rudy Alanis 26-May 

Alyssa Wilcox 26-May 

Kathy Uhles 27-May 

Karen Goodwalt 27-May 

Henry Haga 29-May 

Peter Havrisik 29-May 

Paul Fountain 30-May 

Sandra Sundeen 30-May 

Wayne Elder 31-May 

Melode Olsen 21-May 

Catherine McKean 22-May 

Connie Provance 23-May 
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 IMMANUEL FAMILY EVENTS—MAY 12, 2024 
 
Sunday, May 12, 2024 MOTHER’S DAY 
   9:30 AM  Worship      Sanctuary 
 
 
Monday, May 13, 2024  
   5:00 PM Guest Chef      Off Campus 
   6:00 PM Troop 176 Meeting     GPEC 
 
 
Tuesday May 14, 2024  
   6:00 PM Endowment Meeting     Conference Room 
 
 
Wednesday May15, 2024  
   8:40 AM Chapel       Sanctuary 
   3:00 PM Restaurant Night Out 3pm-10pm at Proabition Off Campus 
   6:30 PM Boy Scout District Meeting    GPEC 
   6:30 PM Confirmation Conversation with Pastor Steven  
 
 
Thursday May 16, 2024  
   9:30 AM Pre-School Chapel     Sanctuary 
   9:30 AM Quilters      Youth Lounge 
   6:30 PM Divorce Care      Conference Room 
   7:00 PM Music Rehearsal     Music Room 
 
 
Friday May 17, 2024  
   1:45 PM Elementary School Early Dismissal    
   6:00 PM Art Show      GPEC 
 
 
Saturday May 18, 2024 BLEST FEST 
   8:30 AM Men’s Bible Study     Conference Room 
   4:00 PM Blest Fest      Campus Wide 
 
 
Sunday, May 19, 2024 CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
   9:30 AM  Worship      Sanctuary 
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CONGREGATIONAL GIVING REPORT TO DATE 
 THIS YEAR 2023-2024        LAST YEAR 2022-2023 
Budget            Actual          Actual   
$653,416           $617,504          $635,777  

Preacher ........................................................................................... Pastor Robert Jones 

Liturgist .............................................................................................. Pastor Steven Borst 

D.C.E. ........................................................................................................... Jean Kempe 

Elder ............................................................................................................. Carl Boburka 

Ushers ...................................................... Elmer Baumgarten, John Uhles, Danette Miller 

Lector ........................................................................................................ Brooke Batdorf 

Greeters ........................................................................... Bryan Cantrell, Brooke Batdorf 

Piano/Organ ..................................................................... Dr. Elvin Rodriguez, Jan Smith 

Praise Team ................................................. Sam Garcia, Jordan Sparks, D’Laney Jevas 

Tech Team ....................................................... Lieve Haga, Charlotte Haga, Josh Garcia 

Acolyte ...................................................................................................... Breana Leggett 

TODAY'S WORSHIP LEADERS AND ASSISTANTS 

OUR VISION 
Immanuel Lutheran Church and School is a grace-filled community rooted in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, serving the Inland Empire as a center for Christian faith. Our worship honors God in both 
classical and contemporary styles where Christ is glorified and proclaimed.  We disciple both youth 
and adults, engaging hearts and minds through Bible education and the arts. Our schools pursue 
excellence in educating children as well as impacting families with the transforming love of God. As 
followers of Jesus we live out our faith through service, evangelism, and missions in our community 
and the world.  

Join our Immanuel Lutheran Facebook and/or Instagram page for  
church and school updates, reminders, and prayer requests. 

  

Scan to download  
Immanuel Lutheran app 

Scan to follow Immanuel Lutheran 
on Instagram  


