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The Transformation of Saul: From Persecutor to Proclaimer
Sermon Summary:

This sermon examines the dramatic conversion of Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus,
exploring how God transformed the church's greatest enemy into its most influential
apostle. The message emphasizes that Saul was a zealous Pharisee, trained under
Gamaliel, and a Roman citizen who believed he was serving God by persecuting Christians.
His encounter with the risen Christ brought immediate salvation and a complete reversal of
purpose. The sermon highlights several key theological truths: when believers are attacked,
Christ takes it personally; God's conviction is powerful and persistent; salvation brings
immediate transformation; and God's calling often includes suffering for His name's sake.
The message encourages believers that they are personally protected by Christ and
challenges them to be as zealous for Christ as Saul once was against Him.

Key Points:

- Saul was a highly educated Pharisee under Gamaliel, positioned to become the next
leader of the Sanhedrin

- He was a Roman citizen from Tarsus who zealously persecuted the early church, believing
he was serving God

- When Christians are persecuted, Christ takes it personally as attacks against Him and His
bride, the church

- God had been working on Saul's heart through Stephen's martyrdom and testimony

- Saul's conversion occurred when Christ appeared to him in blinding light on the
Damascus road

- His immediate response of calling Jesus "Lord" marked his salvation experience
- God blinded Saul physically to show him he had been spiritually blind all along

- Saul spent three days in prayer, likely asking God to make him as zealous for Christ as
Stephen had been



- God used Ananias despite his fears to minister to Saul and restore his sight

- God immediately told Saul through Ananias that he would suffer many things for Christ's
name

- Saul was called specifically to minister to Gentiles, despite his previous disdain for them

- Immediately after conversion, Saul began preaching Christ in the synagogues with
increasing strength

- Saul proved Jesus was the Christ using Old Testament prophecies and scriptures

Scripture Reference:
- Acts 9:1-22 (primary passage)
- Acts 22 and Acts 26 (referenced as additional accounts of Paul's conversion)

- Old Testament prophecies concerning Christ (referenced but not specifically cited)

Stories:

- The martyrdom of Stephen, which Saul witnessed, seeing Stephen's angelic face and
hearing him forgive his persecutors while looking into heaven and seeing Christ standing at
God's right hand

- Saul's journey from Jerusalem to Damascus, a 200-mile walk taking approximately five
days, during which he was consumed with hatred toward Christians

- The dramatic encounter on the Damascus road where Christ appeared in a light brighter
than the sun, knocked Saul to the ground, and spoke directly to him

- Saul's three days of blindness, fasting, and prayer in Damascus on the street called
Straight

- God's vision to Ananias instructing him to go minister to Saul, despite Ananias's
understandable fear

- Ananias's obedient ministry to Saul, calling him "brother" and laying hands on him for
healing and filling with the Holy Spirit

- The scales falling from Saul's eyes and his immediate baptism and strengthening



- Saul's immediate preaching in the Damascus synagogues, amazing those who knew his
reputation as a persecutor



