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Providence, Sovereignty, and the Wheelbarrow: Trusting God Through the
Story of Joseph

Sermon Summary:

Drawing from Genesis 37:1-24, this sermon examines the opening of the Joseph narrative
through four theological lenses: the providence of God, the sovereignty of God, the
progressive revelation of God, and the redemption of man. Pastor Bruce Gordon
demonstrates that while human beings make genuine free-will choices -- both righteous
and wicked -- God's sovereign plan moves forward undisturbed through those very choices.
Joseph is presented as a type of Christ, with striking parallels drawn between his treatment
at the hands of his brothers and the rejection, betrayal, and suffering of Jesus Christ. The
sermon concludes with a call not merely to intellectual belief in God, but to genuine trust,
illustrated through the memorable image of climbing into a wheelbarrow to be pushed
across Niagara Falls. The central challenge issued is whether listeners will move beyond
acknowledging God's existence and power to actually surrendering their lives to his care.

Key Points:

- God's providence allows human beings to make genuine free-will decisions, and those
decisions carry real moral responsibility before God

- God's sovereignty works through and alongside human choices without violating human
freedom, always advancing his redemptive plan

- Living righteously in an ungodly world will provoke opposition, just as Joseph's
uprightness provoked hatred from his brothers

- Joseph serves as a type of Christ: sent by his father, rejected by his own, stripped of his
robe, and cast into a pit, all foreshadowing the rejection, crucifixion, and burial of Jesus

- Progressive revelation means God has consistently disclosed his redemptive plan across
millennia through prophecy and narrative, so that fulfilled details confirm he alone is God

- Believing facts about Jesus is not the same as trusting him for salvation; genuine faith
involves personal surrender and reliance on Christ



- Every person who faces eternal separation from God will do so as a result of their own
choice, not because God withheld a means of rescue

Scripture Reference:

- Genesis 37:1-24, which recounts Jacob dwelling in Canaan, Joseph's favored status and
coat of many colors, his two prophetic dreams, his brothers' hatred and conspiracy, and his
being stripped of his robe and cast into an empty pit

Stories:

- The biblical narrative of Joseph: his father's favoritism, his brothers' resentment rooted in
his righteous character and his father's favor, his dreams of sheaves and celestial bodies
bowing to him, his journey to find his brothers at Dothan, and his brothers' conspiracy to
cast him into a pit after stripping him of his robe

- The Niagara Falls wheelbarrow illustration: a tightrope walker crosses Niagara Falls
repeatedly, then pushes a wheelbarrow across; Pastor Bruce Gordon uses this to
distinguish between intellectual belief and genuine trust, challenging a church member,
and by extension the congregation, to "get in the wheelbarrow" and fully surrender to God
rather than merely acknowledging his power from a safe distance



