
Sermon Highlights 
 

The Gospel, the Spirit, and the Debt We Owe: 
A Study in Romans 1:8-17 

 
Summary: 

Drawing from Romans 1:8-17, this sermon traces the Apostle Paul's heart for the church in 
Rome and uses his words as a framework for understanding what e@ective Christian living 
looks like. Pastor Bruce Gordon emphasizes that genuine gospel work is spiritual in nature, 
not fleshly, and that believers are spiritual beings who must operate through prayer, mutual 
encouragement, and faithful proclamation. The sermon highlights that the gospel is the 
power of God unto salvation for all people without distinction, that God's righteousness 
demands atonement for sin rather than overlooking it, and that the just are saved and 
sustained by faith in what God has revealed in His Word. The church is called to be known 
in its community for love, truth, and discipleship, and every believer carries a debt to share 
the good news with a lost world. 

 

Key Points: 

- The church should be known in its community by a positive testimony that reflects the 
character of Christ 

- All e@ective gospel work is spiritual in nature and must flow from a renewed spirit rather 
than fleshly ambition or emotional impulse 

- Prayer is the primary means by which spiritual beings connect with God and a@ect the 
spiritual realm, and it should precede action rather than follow failure 

- Christian fellowship is meant to be mutually edifying, with each believer bringing a 
spiritual gift to encourage others rather than coming only to receive 

- Believers who walk in the Spirit will face spiritual opposition, which is a sign they are 
engaged in genuine kingdom work 

- Paul understood himself as a debtor to all people, both the culturally sophisticated and 
the culturally overlooked, because the gospel is for everyone 



- The gospel is not merely a message but the power of God unto salvation, and it is the only 
means by which anyone is redeemed 

- God's righteousness required that sin be atoned for, not ignored; salvation is not God 
overlooking sin but God paying sin's full penalty through the blood of Christ 

- Salvation and the ongoing Christian life are both grounded in faith, which is taking God at 
His Word and trusting it above all else 

- In the current age of the church, the gospel is to be proclaimed without ethnic or social 
distinction to all who will believe 

 

Scripture Reference: 

- Romans 1:8-17, which covers Paul's thanksgiving for the Roman church, his desire to visit 
them, his declaration of indebtedness to all people, and his foundational statement that 
the gospel is the power of God unto salvation, with the righteousness of God revealed 
through faith as described in the principle that the just shall live by faith 

 

Stories: 

- A man shared with Pastor Bruce Gordon how he was saved in one church but was 
baptized in a di@erent church because on the very morning of his salvation, deacons from 
the first church engaged in a physical fight outside the building, causing his family to never 
return, illustrating the damage a poor church testimony can inflict on new believers and 
seekers 

- Pastor Bruce Gordon referenced the Apostle Paul's journey to Rome, noting that while 
Paul prayed and hoped to visit Rome, God's plan involved shipwreck, chains, a snake bite, 
and Roman custody, yet Paul accepted whatever means God used to fulfill His purposes 


