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Bold Witness and United Faith: The Power of the Early Church
Sermon Summary:

This sermon examines Acts 4:23-37, exploring how the early church responded to
persecution with prayer, unity, and bold witness. The message emphasizes that Jesus is
fully God, as demonstrated by His role as Creator and the fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecy. The early believers, when threatened by religious authorities, didn't pray for their
enemies' destruction but for boldness to continue speaking God's word. God responded by
shaking the place where they met and filling them with the Holy Spirit. The sermon
challenges modern Christians to prioritize the essentials of faith—particularly the
resurrection of Christ—over denominational differences, to pray for God's power rather
than personal comfort, and to recognize that everything we possess belongs to God. The
early church's unity, generosity, and focus on the main message of the gospel resulted in
great power and grace upon them all.

Key Points:

- Jesus is declared as both Lord and God, the Creator of heaven and earth, affirming His full
deity

- God's sovereign will operates even through human free will, as seen in Christ's crucifixion
being both predetermined and carried out by willing participants

- The early church prayed for boldness to speak God's word rather than for deliverance from
persecution

- God authenticated their prayers by physically shaking the building and filling them with
the Holy Spirit

- True Christian unity transcends denominational boundaries and focuses on fundamental
biblical truths

- The main message of the gospel s the resurrection of Jesus Christ, which should remain
our primary focus



- The early church practiced voluntary, sacrificial giving based on genuine needs, not forced
communism

- All possessions belong to God; believers are merely stewards of what He has entrusted to
them

- When we give to God's work through the church, we relinquish control and trust God's
people to use it wisely

- The church needs to pray for God's power to work in ways only He can accomplish, not
just for things we can do ourselves

Scripture Reference:
- Acts 4:23-37 (primary passage)
- Psalm 2:1-2 (quoted in Acts 4:25-26)

- References to the Great Commission and Pentecost

Stories:

- The account of Peter and John healing the lame man at the temple and their subsequent
arrest and release by the Sanhedrin

- The early church's prayer meeting where God shook the building in response to their
petition for boldness

- The example of Barnabas (Joseph), a Levite from Cyprus, who sold his land and brought
the proceeds to the apostles as an act of sacrificial giving

- Contemporary reference to Nigerian Christians who gave their lives on Easter rather than
deny their faith when threatened with death

- The trial of Jesus before Pilate and Herod as fulfillment of Psalm 2's prophecy about
nations and rulers gathering against God's Messiah



