
Sermon Highlights 
 

The Gospel Without Borders: Cornelius, Peter, and the 
Expanding Grace of God 

Summary: 

Drawing from Acts 10:24-48, this sermon traces the pivotal moment when the gospel of 
Jesus Christ broke through the barrier separating Jew and Gentile. Through the encounter 
between the Roman centurion Cornelius and the apostle Peter, the sermon explores how 
genuine faith expresses itself through prayer, generosity, and a passionate desire to bring 
others into the knowledge of God. Peter's arrival at Cornelius's house becomes the 
occasion for a landmark gospel proclamation, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Gentiles, and the baptism of new believers. Along the way, the sermon confronts the 
dangers of self-worship, misplaced religious devotion, and a narrow view of who God can 
save. The overarching message is that God shows no partiality, and the arms of his grace 
are extended to all who will call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Key Points: 

- Cornelius, though not yet saved, demonstrated a heart prepared for God by gathering his 
family and friends to hear Peter, modeling the kind of passionate, others-focused faith that 
should characterize all believers 

- True worship flows from the heart regardless of setting or atmosphere, and much of what 
passes for worship in the modern church is in fact self-centered comfort-seeking rather 
than genuine devotion to God 

- Peter corrected Cornelius's misplaced worship immediately, illustrating that all glory and 
honor belong to Christ alone and not to any human instrument 

- The Jewish tradition of separation from Gentiles was a cultural development, not a biblical 
mandate; God's original design was for Israel to be a nation of priests drawing the world 
back to him 

- God hears the prayers of those who sincerely seek him, and the giving and praying of 
Cornelius were remembered before God, though these acts did not earn his salvation 



- Peter's gospel presentation centered on the life, death, resurrection, and lordship of Jesus 
Christ, and the promise that all who believe in him receive the remission of sins 

- The Holy Spirit fell upon the Gentiles before Peter could even finish his sermon, signifying 
God's sovereign confirmation that salvation had come to the wider world beyond Israel 

- Speaking in tongues at this moment referred to known human languages present among 
the diverse gathering, serving as a sign that God was at work among all peoples 

- The Holy Spirit is the active agent of God in the present age, and the outpouring at 
Cornelius's house was a defining moment in the church's understanding of the Spirit's 
universal mission 

- The question of baptismal formula, whether in the name of Jesus alone or in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is resolved by understanding that God is one indivisible 
Trinity, and either expression points to the same God 

 

Scripture Reference: 

- Acts 10:24-48, the account of Peter's arrival at the house of Cornelius, his gospel 
proclamation, and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Gentiles 

 

Stories: 

- The vision of Cornelius, in which an angel appeared to him in bright clothing, telling him 
his prayers and alms had been remembered by God and directing him to send for Simon 
Peter in Joppa 

- The vision of Peter at Simon the Tanner's house, in which a sheet descended from heaven 
containing animals considered unclean, and God instructed him not to call common what 
God had made clean 

- The historical account of Antiochus IV, who desecrated the Jewish temple by sacrificing a 
pig on the altar and persecuted the Jewish people during the four hundred years before 
Christ, helping to explain how Jewish separatism from Gentiles developed over time 

- The account of the Day of Pentecost, referenced as the original outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit against which the events at Cornelius's house are compared, with Peter later noting 
in Acts 11:15 that the Spirit fell on the Gentiles just as he had at the beginning 


