
Sermon Highlights 
 

God's Sovereign Purpose: Israel, Election, 
and the Faithfulness of God in Romans 9 

 
Summary: 

Romans 9 opens a three-chapter parenthesis between the triumphant conclusion of 
Romans 8 and the practical exhortations of Romans 12, addressing one of the most 
pressing theological questions of Paul's day and our own: has God abandoned Israel? 
Pastor Bruce Gordon walks through the chapter to demonstrate that God has not rejected 
Israel but has sovereignly set her aside for a period of time while grafting in the church, a 
move consistent with His eternal character and purpose. The sermon emphasizes that 
God's election is not arbitrary but flows from His righteousness, mercy, and faithfulness to 
promise. The same God who cannot abandon Israel cannot abandon the church, and this 
consistency is the foundation of assurance for every believer. The chapter also serves as a 
sobering call to evangelism, as Paul's own anguish over lost souls sets the standard for 
how Christians ought to regard those heading into eternity without Christ. 

 

Key Points: 

- Romans 9 through 11 form a deliberate parenthesis addressing Israel's past, present, and 
future, inserted between the doxology of Romans 8 and the practical instruction of Romans 
12 

- The question of whether God has abandoned Israel is directly tied to the security of the 
church, because if God broke His word to Israel, believers could not be confident in His 
promises to them 

- Paul's willingness to be accursed for the sake of his countrymen establishes the proper 
heart posture for all Christian witness and evangelism 

- The church's general indiPerence to the lost, evidenced by how it spends its time and 
money, stands in stark contrast to Paul's grief and longing for the salvation of Israel 



- God's election does not operate on the basis of natural lineage or human works but on the 
basis of promise and faith, illustrated by the choosing of Isaac over Ishmael and Jacob over 
Esau 

- The language of God hating Esau is a comparative expression, not a declaration of eternal 
condemnation from the womb, similar to Jesus's call to hate one's family in comparison to 
one's love for God 

- Pharaoh hardened his own heart repeatedly before God hardened it, demonstrating that 
God's judicial hardening follows man's willful rejection, not the other way around 

- Every person who hears the gospel and delays a response risks the progressive hardening 
of their own heart, which God may eventually confirm in His judgment 

- The Gentiles attained righteousness not by pursuing it through works but by receiving it 
through faith, while Israel stumbled over the stumbling stone because she sought 
righteousness through law-keeping rather than promise 

- A future remnant of Israel will be saved when the Messiah returns, and the regathering of 
Israel in the present day may be connected to that coming redemption 

 

Scripture Reference: 

- Romans 9:1-33, the primary passage examined throughout the sermon 

- Genesis 15, referenced in connection with God's covenant promise to Abram regarding 
his descendants and the land 

- Hebrews 9 and 10, cited regarding the sacrificial system as a pointer to the coming 
Messiah rather than a means of atonement in itself 

- Hosea, referenced for the illustration of God's pursuing love toward an unfaithful people 

- Isaiah, cited twice in the closing portion of the chapter regarding the remnant that will be 
saved and the stumbling stone 

 

Stories: 

- Abraham's life of faith by promise: called out of the Chaldees with no deed to the land, 
dying with nothing more than a burial plot near the oak at Mamre, yet counted righteous 
because he believed God's promise 



- The near-sacrifice of Isaac on the mountain, with the note from Hebrews that Abraham 
believed God would raise Isaac from the dead if necessary, illustrating the nature of faith as 
trust in God's promise regardless of circumstances 

- The birth of Jacob and Esau to Rebecca, and God's declaration before their birth that the 
older would serve the younger, used to illustrate that divine election precedes human merit 
or achievement 

- The story of Pharaoh and the ten plagues, showing that Pharaoh hardened his own heart 
four times before God hardened it, and that even after Israel's departure Pharaoh pursued 
them, demonstrating the depth of human rebellion apart from God's mercy 

- The story of Hosea and his unfaithful wife, briefly referenced as an illustration of God's 
relentless pursuit of a people who had rejected Him, with Hosea redeeming her oP the 
slave market as a picture of divine grace 


