
Sermon Highlights 
 

Grace Over Works: God's Sovereign Plan Through an Unlikely Line Sermon  

Summary: 

Drawing from Genesis 38, Pastor Bruce Gordon examines the story of Judah and Tamar to 
reveal how God's sovereign plan of redemption operates independently of human 
worthiness or moral conduct. Rather than proceeding directly from Joseph's narrative in 
Genesis 37, the Holy Spirit prompted Moses to include this chapter because it establishes 
a critical theological truth: salvation comes through grace, not works. Judah's deeply 
flawed life, marked by deception, moral compromise, and hypocrisy, stands in stark 
contrast to the righteousness required to produce the Messiah's lineage. Yet God works 
sovereignly through this broken family to bring forth the line that leads directly to King David 
and ultimately to Jesus Christ. The sermon calls believers to personal accountability for 
their choices while also pointing to the assurance that no sin is beyond the reach of God's 
redemptive grace. Pastor Bruce Gordon closes with a sobering contrast between the Bema 
Judgment Seat, where believers' sins are covered by Christ's blood, and the Great White 
Throne Judgment, where unbelievers face a full accounting of their lives. 

 

Key Points: 

- The Bible is not merely a historical record but God's progressive revelation of how He will 
redeem mankind, and every passage, including seemingly out-of-place chapters like 
Genesis 38, serves that larger redemptive narrative 

- Four foundational ideas run through Genesis and the broader biblical narrative: the 
providence of God, the sovereignty of God, the progressive nature of biblical revelation, 
and God's overarching plan of redemption for mankind 

- Jacob's dysfunctional family life, rooted in his deception and his taking of multiple wives 
in violation of God's design, produced consequences that rippled through his children, 
serving as a warning about the lasting effects of a father's spiritual failures 

- Fathers are called to be spiritual leaders in the home, not rulers, and a wise husband 
listens to his wife as the God-given partner who completes him, as illustrated in the 
creation account of Adam and Eve 



- Judah deliberately departed from his family's established pattern of seeking God-directed 
marriages and instead chose a Canaanite wife based on his own desires, setting in motion 
a chain of tragic consequences 

- God's judgment on Er and Onan demonstrates that God is not an indulgent grandfather 
but a holy God who takes seriously the protection of His redemptive purposes, particularly 
the purity of the Messianic line 

- Judah's hypocritical outrage at Tamar's sin while concealing his own illustrates the human 
tendency to condemn others while avoiding personal accountability, a pattern Pastor 
Bruce Gordon applies directly to present-day believers 

- Judah's acknowledgment that Tamar was more righteous than he marks the beginning of a 
slow but genuine spiritual growth in his character, which will be more fully seen later in 
Genesis 

- The birth of Perez and Zerah continues the recurring biblical theme that God often works 
through the second or unexpected child rather than the firstborn, reinforcing that His ways 
are not man's ways 

- The genealogies in Ruth 4 and Matthew 1 confirm that Perez, born of the morally 
compromised union between Judah and Tamar, stands directly in the line of Jesus Christ, 
proving that salvation is entirely of grace and not of human merit 

- Every person will stand before God at one of two judgments: the Bema Judgment Seat, 
where believers' sins are covered by Christ's atoning work, or the Great White Throne 
Judgment, where the unbeliever's full record is opened 

- God's sovereignty does not eliminate human responsibility; He allows mankind to make 
free choices while ensuring His ultimate redemptive purposes cannot be thwarted 

 

Scripture Reference: 

- Genesis 38:24-30, the primary passage, covering Judah's confrontation with Tamar's 
pregnancy, his acknowledgment of guilt, and the birth of Perez and Zerah 

- Ruth 4, specifically the closing genealogy tracing the line from Perez to King David 

- Matthew 1:1-3, the genealogy of Jesus Christ, which explicitly names Judah, Tamar, and 
Perez as ancestors of the Messiah 

 



Stories: 

- The full narrative of Genesis 38 is recounted, beginning with Judah's departure from his 
brothers, his marriage to the Canaanite woman Shua, the deaths of Er and Onan at God's 
hand due to their wickedness, Judah's broken promise to give his son Shelah to Tamar, 
Tamar's deception of Judah at the roadside shrine, Judah's eventual acknowledgment of his 
guilt, and the birth of the twins Perez and Zerah 

- Pastor Bruce Gordon references the earlier narrative of Joseph being thrown into a pit and 
sold into slavery by his brothers, including Judah's role in advocating for Joseph's fate, as 
context for understanding Judah's character at this point in Genesis 

- The accounts of Abraham and Isaac arranging God-directed marriages for their sons are 
cited as the established family pattern that Judah deliberately abandoned 

- The biblical account of Adam and Eve is referenced to illustrate God's design for marriage 
as a complementary partnership between one man and one woman 

- Pastor Bruce Gordon uses the illustration of a condemned criminal moments from 
execution whose sentence is taken by another person voluntarily, drawing a direct parallel 
to Christ's substitutionary atonement on the cross 


