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How To Use This Guide

This study guide is designed to help you, your group, to engage deeply with the Book of Revelation
through our sermon series. Each section corresponds to a sermon and includes:

Sermon Title and Passage: For easy reference and context.
Summary: A concise overview of the main message and themes.

Key Terms and Symbols: Explanations of important words, images, and concepts in paragraph
form.

Historical and Cultural Background: Narrative context to help you understand the original
setting and audience.

Reflection and Discussion Questions: Use these for personal journaling, small group discussion,
or class conversation.

Application/Devotional Thought: A practical takeaway or encouragement for daily living.

Journaling Prompt: Use these prompts for deeper personal reflection.

Tips for Use:

Note:

Work through one sermon section per week or at your own pace.

Use the questions for group discussion, Sunday School, or personal study.

Fill in the memory verse and journaling prompt for each week as you go.

Encourage group members to write their thoughts, prayers, and insights in a journal.

Revisit the guide after the series for continued growth and encouragement.

This guide is flexible—adapt it to fit your group’s needs, your teaching style, or your personal devotional
time. May God bless your study of His Word!



Trusting God's Plan in Trials: Lessons
from Daniel

Daniel 1:1-21

Sermon Summary

This sermon introduces the Book of Daniel, focusing on God’s sovereignty and faithfulness even when
His people are exiled and face hardship. Daniel and his friends are taken from Jerusalem to Babylon,
stripped of their identity, and pressured to conform to a pagan culture. Despite these challenges, Daniel
remains faithful, trusting that God is in control and has a purpose for every circumstance.

Key Terms & Symbols

e Exile: The forced removal of Daniel and others from their homeland, symbolizing loss and
testing of faith.

e Babylon: Represents worldly power, temptation, and opposition to God’s ways.

e Names Changed: Daniel and his friends receive Babylonian names, symbolizing attempts to
erase their faith and heritage.

e Eunuchs: The young men are made eunuchs, representing deep loss and humiliation, yet God
still uses them.

e God’s Sovereignty: The repeated phrase “God gave” highlights that God is in control, even over
pagan kings.

Historical & Cultural Background

Daniel’s story begins around 606 BC, when Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon conquers Jerusalem. This was a
fulfillment of prophecies given over a century earlier (see 2 Kings 20 and Isaiah 39). The Babylonians
sought to assimilate the best and brightest of Judah, training them in Babylonian ways to serve the
empire. The loss of identity and forced service was a severe test for these young men.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. What does Daniel’s response to exile teach us about trusting God in difficult circumstances?
2. How do you respond when your identity or values are challenged by the world around you?

3. In what ways can humility help us learn from God during times of uncertainty?



Personal Application Challenge

Each morning this week, read Proverbs 3:5—6. Ask God to help you trust Him and acknowledge Him in all
your ways, especially when life feels confusing or unfair.

Journal Prompt

Reflect on a time when you felt “exiled” or out of place. How did you see God at work in that situation?
What did you learn about His character and your own faith?




Purpose in Your Heart: Living Faithfully in
an Ungodly World

Daniel 1:8-21

Sermon Summary

Daniel and his friends face a defining test: whether to compromise their convictions by eating food
offered to idols or remain faithful to God’s commands. Daniel “purposed in his heart” not to defile
himself, respectfully negotiating for a different diet. God honors their faithfulness, granting them favor,
wisdom, and skill beyond their peers. The sermon emphasizes the importance of standing firm in faith,
trusting God’s sovereignty, and living with purpose in a hostile world.

Key Terms & Symbols

e Purposed in His Heart: Daniel’s deliberate decision to remain faithful, symbolizing inner resolve
and commitment.

e Favor: God’s supernatural grace that opens doors and protects His people.
e Vegetables and Water: Represents obedience and separation from pagan practices.

e Wisdom and Understanding: Gifts from God, enabling His people to excel even in foreign
settings.

e Sovereignty of God: The central theme—God is in control, even when circumstances seem
impossible.

Historical & Cultural Background

Babylon was a center of luxury, learning, and pagan worship. Daniel and his friends, likely teenagers,
were pressured to conform to Babylonian customs, including eating food sacrificed to idols. Their refusal
was risky, potentially costing them their lives. The Babylonians valued wisdom and knowledge, and God
enabled Daniel and his friends to surpass all others in these areas.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. What does it mean to “purpose in your heart” to follow God?
2. How can you respectfully stand for your convictions in challenging environments?

3. Whyis it important to seek God’s favor rather than the approval of others?



Personal Application Challenge

Identify one area where you feel pressured to compromise your faith. Ask God for courage and wisdom
to stand firm, and seek practical ways to honor Him in that situation.

Journal Prompt

Write about a time when you had to make a difficult choice to honor God. What helped you stay true to
your convictions? How did you experience God’s presence or favor?




The Times of the Gentiles and God's
Sovereign Plan

Daniel 2:1-25

Sermon Summary

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, is troubled by dreams he cannot understand. He demands his wise
men interpret the dream, threatening death if they fail. Daniel, facing this crisis, seeks God’s mercy with
his friends. God reveals the mystery to Daniel, who responds with worship and praise. The sermon
emphasizes God’s sovereign plan through history, His ability to reveal secrets, and the importance of
faithfulness and praise even in times of testing.

Key Terms & Symbols

e Dreams: In ancient cultures, dreams were seen as messages from the divine. Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream signals God'’s intervention in history.

¢ Wise Men/Magicians: Advisors who relied on human wisdom and pagan practices, unable to
discern God’s mysteries.

¢ Times of the Gentiles: The period when non-Jewish nations rule over Israel, beginning with
Babylon’s conquest.

e Praise: Daniel’s response to God’s revelation, showing gratitude and faith even in exile.

Historical & Cultural Background

Daniel lived during the Babylonian exile (around 600 BC), a time when Israel had been conquered and its
people taken captive. Babylon was a center of learning, magic, and pagan religion. The “times of the
Gentiles” began with Babylon’s rule over Jerusalem and continue until God’s plan for Israel is fulfilled.
Daniel’s ability to interpret dreams set him apart in a culture obsessed with omens and signs.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. Why do you think God chose to reveal His plan through a pagan king’s dream?

2. How does Daniel’s response to crisis (prayer and worship) challenge your own reactions to
trouble?

3. What does it mean to be faithful in “the times of the Gentiles” —when the world seems opposed
to God?



Personal Application Challenge

When faced with uncertainty or fear, pause to worship and praise God for His wisdom and sovereignty.
Make a habit of thanking God for His guidance, even before you see the answers.

Journal Prompt

Describe a time when you felt powerless or confused. How did you seek God’s help? What did you learn
about trusting Him with mysteries you couldn’t solve?




There is a God: Trusting the One Who
Reveals Secrets

Daniel 2:24-30

Sermon Summary

Daniel stands before Nebuchadnezzar, ready to interpret the king’s dream. He humbly acknowledges
that no human wisdom can reveal the mystery, but “there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets.”
Daniel’s humility and faith point to God’s power and presence, not his own ability. The sermon explores
the narrative of God’s ongoing plan to redeem the world, from Genesis to Revelation, and calls listeners
to trust in God’s sovereignty and nearness.

Key Terms & Symbols
e Secrets/Mysteries: Divine truths hidden from human understanding, revealed only by God.
e Humility: Daniel’s attitude before the king, refusing to claim credit for God’s work.
e Babylon/Babel: Symbolizes human rebellion and pride, but also the setting for God’s revelation.

e Prophetic History: The sweep of God’s plan from creation, through exile, to final redemption.

Historical & Cultural Background

Babylon, built on the plains of Shinar, traces its roots to the Tower of Babel—a symbol of human pride
and rebellion. Daniel’s story unfolds in a culture shaped by ancient rivalries and spiritual confusion.
God’s revelation to Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel connects the dots from Genesis to the end times,
showing that God’s plan is always moving forward, even in hostile territory.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. Why is humility important when God uses us to reveal His truth?

2. How does the story of Babylon/Babel help us understand the spiritual battles in our world
today?

3. What does it mean to trust that “there is a God in heaven” when life feels uncertain or
overwhelming?



Personal Application Challenge

This week, practice humility in your conversations and actions. Give God credit for your successes and
seek His wisdom in your challenges.

Journal Prompt

Reflect on a moment when you realized you couldn’t solve a problem on your own. How did God show
up? How did that experience shape your faith or humility?




Image Bearers of the Divine: Embracing
Our God-Given Role

Daniel 2:25-45

Sermon Summary

Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a great image made of gold, silver, bronze, iron, and clay.
Each part represents a succession of world empires, culminating in a divided kingdom. The image is
destroyed by a stone “cut out without hands,” which becomes a great mountain and fills the earth—
symbolizing God’s eternal kingdom. The sermon emphasizes God’s control over history, the rebellion of
humanity, and the ultimate victory of God’s kingdom over all earthly powers.

Key Terms & Symbols

e Image: Represents the succession of world empires (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and
divided kingdoms).

e Gold, Silver, Bronze, Iron, Clay: Materials symbolizing the relative strength, value, and character
of each empire.

e Stone Cut Without Hands: Symbolizes the Messiah and God’s kingdom, not made by human
effort, which destroys all earthly kingdoms.

e Babylon: The spirit of human rebellion and pride, recurring throughout history and prophecy.

Historical & Cultural Background

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream occurs during the Babylonian exile, a time when Israel’s future seemed
uncertain. The image’s materials correspond to historical empires: Babylon (gold), Medo-Persia (silver),
Greece (bronze), Rome (iron), and later divided kingdoms (iron and clay). The stone represents God’s
intervention in history, ultimately establishing His everlasting kingdom.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. What does the image teach us about the rise and fall of human empires?
2. Why is the “stone cut without hands” significant for understanding God’s kingdom?

3. How does the recurring theme of Babylon help us recognize spiritual battles in our world today?



Personal Application Challenge

Reflect on areas of your life where you may be trusting in human strength or systems. Ask God to help
you rely on His eternal kingdom and purpose.

Journal Prompt

Write about a time when you saw God’s power overcome a seemingly impossible situation. How did it
change your perspective on His sovereignty?
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Living Faithfully in a Foreign Land:
Lessons from Daniel

Daniel 2:25-30

Sermon Summary

Daniel’s life in Babylon is marked by three key qualities: faith in God’s sovereignty, reliance on fellowship
with other believers, and humility before God and others. Despite being uprooted, humiliated, and
tested, Daniel remains steadfast, gathers his friends for prayer, and approaches the king with humility.
The sermon calls believers to live as “Daniels” in a foreign land, trusting God, supporting one another,
and rejecting arrogance.

Key Terms & Symbols
e Sovereignty of God: God’s absolute control over history and circumstances.
¢ Fellowship: The strength found in praying and standing together with other believers.
e  Humility: The posture of recognizing our dependence on God and our equality with others.

e Captivity: Living in a world that is not our true home, yet remaining faithful.

Historical & Cultural Background

Daniel and his friends were young exiles in a powerful, pagan empire. Their faith was tested by threats,
temptations, and the pressure to conform. The Babylonian court was a place of intrigue, danger, and
spiritual darkness, yet God’s people found strength in community and prayer.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. How does faith in God’s sovereignty help you face difficult or confusing times?
2. Why is fellowship with other believers essential for spiritual survival?

3. What does true humility look like in your daily life?

Personal Application Challenge

Identify one way you can support or encourage another believer this week. Pray together, share a
burden, or offer practical help.

11



Journal Prompt

Write about a time when you experienced the power of Christian fellowship. How did it help you remain
faithful or overcome a challenge? What role did humility play in that experience?

12



The Dream Unveiled: Trusting God's
Unshakable Sovereignty

Daniel 2:31-49

Sermon Summary

Daniel explains the meaning of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, detailing the succession of empires and the
ultimate triumph of God’s kingdom. Despite Israel’s captivity and apparent defeat, God remains faithful
to His promises. The sermon highlights the difference between God’s unconditional covenant and our
conditional standing, the importance of genuine faith, and the assurance that God’s plan will prevail
over all worldly systems.

Key Terms & Symbols

¢ Head of Gold: Babylonian Empire, the beginning of the succession.

Chest and Arms of Silver: Medo-Persian Empire.

e Belly and Thighs of Bronze: Greek Empire.

e Legs of Iron: Roman Empire, divided into east and west.

¢ Feet of Iron and Clay: Later divided kingdoms, fragile and unstable.

e Stone/Mountain: God’s eternal kingdom, which destroys all others and stands forever.

e Faithfulness: God’s unwavering commitment to His promises, even when circumstances seem
bleak.

Historical & Cultural Background

The dream’s interpretation spans centuries of history, from Babylon’s dominance to the rise and fall of

subsequent empires. Daniel and his friends represent faithful Israel in exile, questioning whether God'’s
promises still hold. The sermon connects this story to God’s covenants with Abraham and the believer’s
assurance of salvation through faith, not works.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. How does God'’s faithfulness encourage you when life feels uncertain or difficult?
2. What does the succession of empires teach us about the temporary nature of worldly power?

3. How can you ensure your faith is genuine and not just outward profession?

13



Personal Application Challenge

Examine your life for evidence of transformation and fruitfulness. Ask God to deepen your faith and help
you live out His purposes, even when the world seems opposed to Him.

Journal Prompt

Reflect on a promise of God that you have struggled to believe. How has He shown Himself faithful in
your life or in the lives of others?

14



The Test of True Faith: Standing Amidst
Trials

Daniel 3:1-16

Sermon Summary

Nebuchadnezzar builds a massive golden image and commands all people to worship it, threatening
death by fiery furnace for those who refuse. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stand firm, refusing to
bow to the image or serve the king’s gods. The sermon explores the difference between emotional
experiences and genuine faith, warning that only a personal relationship with God will sustain believers
in times of testing.

Key Terms & Symbols
¢ Golden Image: Represents idolatry, pride, and the demand for allegiance to worldly powers.
e Fiery Furnace: Symbolizes trials and persecution for faithfulness.
e Testing: The moment when faith is proven genuine or found lacking.

e Number Six: The image’s dimensions (60 cubits by 6 cubits) hint at the biblical symbolism of
man and rebellion (cf. Revelation 13:18).

Historical & Cultural Background

Nebuchadnezzar’s image was likely built after a coup attempt, as a show of power and demand for
loyalty. The plain of Dura, southeast of Babylon, was a walled valley where such monuments and brick
kilns were constructed. The Babylonian system was polytheistic, but Nebuchadnezzar demanded his
image be placed above all others, reflecting the spirit of Babylon throughout history.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. What is the difference between knowing about God and truly knowing Him?
2. How do you respond when pressured to compromise your faith or values?

3. What “idols” compete for first place in your life today?

Personal Application Challenge

15



Spend time this week reflecting on your relationship with God. Is it based on emotion or genuine
commitment? Ask God to help you put Him first, above all other influences.

Journal Prompt

Describe a time when your faith was tested. Did you rely on your own strength, someone else’s faith, or
a personal relationship with God? What did you learn?

16



Faith in the Fiery Furnace: A Call to
Absolute Devotion

Daniel 3:13-30

Sermon Summary

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refuse to worship Nebuchadnezzar’s image, even under threat of
death. They declare that God is able to save them, but even if He does not, they will not bow.
Nebuchadnezzar, enraged, orders the furnace heated seven times hotter. The men are thrown in, but
God delivers them—an angel or the pre-incarnate Christ appears with them in the fire. The sermon
emphasizes the necessity of pre-decided faith, humility, and the willingness to trust God regardless of
outcome.

Key Terms & Symbols
e Fiery Furnace: Represents ultimate testing and persecution.

e Fourth Man in the Fire: God’s presence in trials, possibly a Christophany (appearance of Christ)
or an angel.

e Humility: The attitude needed to withstand temptation and persecution.

e Idolatry: Anything placed before God, including pleasure, self, or even family.

Historical & Cultural Background

The fiery furnace was likely a brick kiln used for constructing the monument. Babylon’s culture was
polytheistic, but Nebuchadnezzar demanded his image be supreme. The story illustrates the pressure to
conform and the cost of true faith in a hostile world.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. Why is it important to decide your convictions before the time of testing?
2. How does God’s presence in the fire encourage you in your own trials?

3. What idols or distractions threaten your devotion to God?

17



Personal Application Challenge

Identify one area where you are tempted to compromise. Make a decision now to stand firm, trusting
God with the outcome.

Journal Prompt

Write about a time when you felt “in the fire.” How did God meet you there? What did you learn about
His faithfulness and your own resolve?

18



Trusting God's Promises: A Prophetic
Journey Through Daniel Chapter 3

Daniel 3:19-30

Sermon Summary

Nebuchadnezzar, furious at the Hebrew men’s refusal to bow, orders the furnace heated to deadly
levels. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are thrown in, but God miraculously delivers them—no harm
comes to them, and Nebuchadnezzar witnesses the power of their God. The king praises God and
promotes the men. The sermon connects this deliverance to God'’s faithfulness to Israel and to all
believers, promising a glorious future for those who trust Him.

Key Terms & Symbols
e Fiery Furnace: Symbolizes severe trials and persecution.
e Divine Deliverance: God’s miraculous intervention, a sign of His faithfulness.
e Promotion: God’s ability to honor those who stand for Him, even in hostile environments.

e Prophetic Assurance: The promise that God will ultimately vindicate His people.

Historical & Cultural Background

This event occurs during the “times of the Gentiles,” when Israel is under foreign rule. The story
foreshadows future tribulation and God’s ultimate deliverance of His people. Nebuchadnezzar’s decree
and the men’s promotion highlight the impact of faithful witness in a pagan culture.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. How does God’s deliverance in the furnace encourage your faith in difficult times?
2. What does this story teach about God’s promises to His people, both Israel and the Church?

3. How can your faithfulness impact those who do not know God?

Personal Application Challenge

Reflect on God’s faithfulness in your life. Share your story of deliverance or answered prayer with
someone who needs encouragement.

19



Journal Prompt

Describe a time when God delivered you from a difficult situation. How did it affect your faith and your
witness to others?

20



The Sovereignty of God in the Times of
the Gentiles: A Call to Righteous
Engagement

Daniel 4:1-37

Sermon Summary

Daniel 4 records Nebuchadnezzar’s public proclamation of God’s greatness after a period of pride,
judgment, and restoration. The king dreams of a great tree, symbolizing his own power and influence,
which is cut down as a warning of coming judgment. Daniel interprets the dream, urging
Nebuchadnezzar to repent and show mercy. The king’s pride leads to his downfall—he loses his sanity
and lives like an animal for seven years. When he finally humbles himself and acknowledges God's
sovereignty, his kingdom is restored. The sermon emphasizes God'’s control over rulers and nations, the
danger of pride, and the need for righteousness and mercy.

Key Terms & Symbols
e Tree: Symbolizes Nebuchadnezzar’s greatness and the reach of his kingdom.
e Watcher/Holy One: Angelic messenger who decrees judgment.
e Stump and Roots: Promise of restoration after judgment.
e Pride: The root sin that leads to Nebuchadnezzar’s downfall.

e Sovereignty of God: God’s absolute authority over rulers, nations, and history.

Historical & Cultural Background

Nebuchadnezzar ruled Babylon at the height of its power, overseeing vast building projects and military
conquests. Babylon was a city of immense wealth and security, with massive walls and the famous
Hanging Gardens. The king’s pride was typical of ancient rulers who saw themselves as divine or semi-
divine. Daniel, a Jewish exile, served as a trusted advisor for decades, witnessing God’s work in a pagan
court. The events of Daniel 4 are historically grounded and reflect the broader biblical theme of God
humbling the proud.

21



Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. Why is pride so dangerous, both for individuals and nations?
2. How does God’s sovereignty challenge your view of personal achievement and control?

3. What does it mean to “break off your sins by being righteous” and “show mercy to the poor”?

Personal Application Challenge

Examine your heart for areas of pride or self-reliance. Ask God to help you humble yourself,
acknowledge His sovereignty, and show mercy to those in need.

Journal Prompt

Write about a time when pride led to difficulty in your life. How did God use that experience to teach
you humility or dependence on Him?

22



The Sovereignty of God: Lessons from
Nebuchadnezzar's Transformation

Daniel 4:19-37

Sermon Summary

Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, warning him of impending judgment due to pride. Despite
Daniel’s plea for repentance, the king’s arrogance leads to his downfall—he is driven from society and
lives as a beast for seven years. Only when Nebuchadnezzar lifts his eyes to heaven and acknowledges
God'’s rule does his sanity and kingdom return. The sermon highlights God’s relentless pursuit of sinners,
the necessity of humility, and the truth that God can save anyone—even the most hardened heart.

Key Terms & Symbols
e Seven Times: Represents a complete period of judgment and restoration.
e Humility: The turning point for Nebuchadnezzar’s restoration.
e Sovereignty: God’s power to raise up and put down rulers.

e Pride vs. Repentance: The contrast between self-exaltation and submission to God.

Historical & Cultural Background

Nebuchadnezzar’s transformation is both personal and political. Ancient kings were rarely humbled in
such dramatic fashion, making this account unique. Daniel’s faithfulness as an advisor and intercessor is
a model for believers living in secular or hostile environments. The story also serves as a prophetic
warning to all nations and leaders about the consequences of pride.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. What does Nebuchadnezzar’s story teach about God’s patience and mercy?

2. How can you be a “Daniel” in someone’s life—faithfully praying and speaking truth, even when
it's hard?

3. Why is humility essential for restoration and spiritual growth?

23



Personal Application Challenge

Identify one area where you need to humble yourself before God. Pray for the courage to surrender
your pride and trust His plan for your life.

Journal Prompt

Reflect on a time when God restored you after a period of difficulty or rebellion. What role did humility
play in your healing and growth?

24



A Man Set Apart: Becoming a Daniel in
Difficult Times

Daniel 5:1-31

Sermon Summary

Belshazzar, king of Babylon, holds a drunken feast and desecrates the sacred vessels from the Jerusalem
temple. Suddenly, a mysterious hand writes a message on the wall, terrifying the king. None of his wise
men can interpret it, but the queen remembers Daniel, “a man in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God.”
Daniel, now elderly, is summoned and boldly interprets the writing: Belshazzar’s kingdom is numbered,
weighed, and found wanting. That night, Babylon falls to the Medes and Persians. The sermon calls
believers to be “Daniels” in difficult times—filled with the Spirit, uncompromising, and unafraid to speak
truth.

Key Terms & Symbols
¢ Handwriting on the Wall: God’s judgment and warning to Belshazzar.
e Sacred Vessels: Symbol of disrespect for God’s holiness.
e Spirit of the Holy God: The distinguishing mark of Daniel’s life and ministry.

¢ Numbered, Weighed, Divided: God’s verdict on Belshazzar’s reign and life.

Historical & Cultural Background

This event occurs during the final hours of Babylon’s empire. The city, thought to be impregnable, is
besieged by the Medes and Persians. Belshazzar’s arrogance and disregard for God lead to his downfall.
Daniel, though sidelined by the new regime, remains faithful and is called upon in crisis. The story
highlights the importance of spiritual integrity and courage in a corrupt culture.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. What does it mean to be “filled with the Spirit of God” in your daily life?
2. How can you prepare to stand firm when your faith is tested?

3. What “price” might tempt you to compromise your convictions, and how can you resist?
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Personal Application Challenge

Examine your life for areas where you might be tempted to compromise. Pray for the courage to stand
firm and speak truth, even when it’s unpopular or costly.

Journal Prompt

Reflect on a time when you had to speak truth in a difficult situation. What helped you remain faithful?
How did God use your witness?
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The Unyielding Faith of Daniel: A Call to
Spiritual Perseverance and Prayer

Daniel 6:1-28

Sermon Summary

Daniel, now in his eighties, serves as one of three presidents over the Medo-Persian Empire under King
Darius. His integrity and faithfulness provoke jealousy among other officials, who conspire to trap him
through his devotion to God. Daniel continues his lifelong habit of prayer, even when a decree forbids
worship of anyone but the king. He is thrown into the lions’ den, but God miraculously delivers him. The
sermon emphasizes that there is no retirement from serving God, the importance of living with integrity,
and the power of a consistent prayer life.

Key Terms & Symbols
e Satraps/Presidents: Government officials in the Medo-Persian Empire.
e Lions’ Den: Symbol of persecution and testing for faithfulness.
e Prayer: Daniel’s daily discipline and source of strength.

e Integrity: Living above reproach, so that only one’s faith can be used against them.

Historical & Cultural Background

Daniel’s rise to power in a foreign empire is remarkable, especially given his age and outsider status. The
Medo-Persian law was considered unchangeable, making Daniel’s predicament seem hopeless. The
story highlights the tension between faithfulness to God and the demands of secular authority, a theme
relevant in every age.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. What does Daniel’s refusal to compromise teach us about integrity?
2. How does your prayer life reflect your dependence on God?

3. In what ways are you tempted to “retire” from serving God or others?
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Personal Application Challenge

Commit to a regular time of prayer this week, regardless of circumstances. Consider how your work,
relationships, and habits can reflect your faithfulness to God.

Journal Prompt

Write about a time when you faced pressure to compromise your beliefs. How did you respond? What
role did prayer or integrity play in your decision?
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Faith in the Lion's Den: Trusting God in
Uncertain Times

Daniel 6:10-28

Sermon Summary

Daniel’s enemies succeed in having him thrown into the lions’ den for praying to God. King Darius,
distressed by his own role in the plot, hopes for Daniel’s deliverance. God sends an angel to shut the
lions’ mouths, and Daniel emerges unharmed. Darius publicly acknowledges the power and sovereignty
of Daniel’s God. The sermon draws parallels between Daniel’s experience and the resurrection of Christ,
emphasizing that God is able to deliver, but faithfulness is required even when deliverance does not
come.

Key Terms & Symbols
e Angel: God’s messenger and protector in times of danger.
e Sealed Den: Symbolizes finality and hopelessness, yet God intervenes.
e Public Decree: Darius’s proclamation of God’s greatness, impacting the entire empire.

e Faithfulness: Trusting God regardless of outcome, as seen in Daniel’s unwavering devotion.

Historical & Cultural Background

The Medo-Persian Empire was vast and diverse, with laws that could not be changed. Daniel’s
deliverance becomes a testimony to God’s power among both Jews and Gentiles. The story also
foreshadows Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection, as Daniel is sealed in the den and emerges alive.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. How does Daniel’s story encourage you to trust God in times of crisis?
2. What does it mean to be faithful even when the outcome is uncertain?

3. How can your faith impact those around you, as Daniel’s did with Darius?

Personal Application Challenge

Reflect on a current challenge or fear. Pray for God’s help, but also for the courage to remain faithful
regardless of the outcome.
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Journal Prompt

Describe a situation where you saw God’s protection or presence in a difficult time. How did it affect
your faith and your witness to others?
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A Divine Blueprint: Understanding God's
Sovereignty through Daniel's Vision

Daniel 7:1-14

Sermon Summary

Daniel receives a night vision of four great beasts rising from a stormy sea, each representing a different
kingdom. The vision shifts from the chaos of world empires to the throne room of heaven, where the
“Ancient of Days” sits in judgment and the “Son of Man” is given everlasting dominion. The sermon
emphasizes that, despite the turmoil of history and the rise and fall of nations, God is sovereign and His
plan will prevail. The church is called to be a light in the darkness, faithful until the end.

Key Terms & Symbols

e Four Beasts: Symbolize four successive world empires (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome),
each increasingly fierce and opposed to God.

¢ The Sea: Represents the tumultuous, restless nations of humanity.
¢ Ancient of Days: A title for God, emphasizing His eternal authority and purity.
e Son of Man: A messianic figure (fulfilled in Jesus) who receives an everlasting kingdom.

e Horns: Symbolize kings or kingdoms, especially the ten horns of the final beast.

Historical & Cultural Background

Daniel’s vision occurs during the first year of Belshazzar, king of Babylon (c. 563 BC). The imagery draws

from Babylonian, Persian, and Greek symbolism, but the message is universal: human kingdoms rise and
fall, often in opposition to God. The “times of the Gentiles” began with Babylon’s conquest of Jerusalem
and continue until God’s final intervention. The vision’s climax is the heavenly court, where God judges

the nations and gives authority to the Son of Man.

Reflection & Discussion Questions

1. How does seeing history from God'’s perspective (rather than just humanity’s) change your
outlook on current events?

2. What does the title “Ancient of Days” reveal about God'’s character?

3. How can the church be a light in a world that often seems chaotic or hostile to faith?
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Personal Application Challenge

When you feel anxious about the state of the world, remind yourself that God is not surprised or
powerless. Trust His plan and look for ways to reflect His light in your daily life.

Journal Prompt

Write about a time when you felt overwhelmed by events beyond your control. How did remembering
God'’s sovereignty help you find peace or purpose?
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The Hope Amidst the Prophetic Visions:
Understanding Daniel's Beasts

Daniel 7:15-28

Sermon Summary

Daniel is deeply troubled by the vision of the four beasts, especially the fourth, which is more terrifying
and destructive than the others. An angel explains that these beasts are four kingdoms, but ultimately,
“the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess it forever.” The focus is not on the
antichrist or the chaos of the end times, but on the victory of God and His people. The sermon calls
believers to live with hope, to care deeply for others, and to be ready for Christ’s return—not just to
escape suffering, but to help others be prepared.

Key Terms & Symbols

e Fourth Beast: Represents a final, uniquely dreadful kingdom (often identified with Rome and its
future revival), from which the antichrist arises.

e Little Horn: A ruler (the antichrist) who opposes God, persecutes the saints, and seeks to change
God’s laws.

e Saints of the Most High: In this context, refers to the faithful of Israel, but by application
includes all God’s redeemed people.

e Time, Times, and Half a Time: Symbolic of a three-and-a-half-year period of intense persecution
(the Great Tribulation).

e Everlasting Kingdom: God’s final, unshakable rule given to His people.

Historical & Cultural Background

Daniel’s vision comes after decades in exile, with Jerusalem destroyed and God’s promises seemingly
impossible. The vision’s beasts reflect the succession of empires that would dominate Israel. The “little
horn” is a figure of ultimate evil, but his reign is limited and ends with God’s decisive judgment. The
hope of the saints is not in earthly deliverance, but in God’s eternal kingdom.
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Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. Why is it important to focus on Christ, not just on the antichrist or end-times events?
2. How does biblical prophecy give hope, even when it describes difficult times?

3. What does it mean to care for others in light of God’s coming kingdom?

Personal Application Challenge

Ask God to give you a heart of hope and compassion. Look for ways to encourage or witness to someone
who may not be ready for Christ’s return.

Journal Prompt

Reflect on your own readiness for Christ’s return. Are you living with hope and sharing that hope with
others? What steps can you take to be more faithful and compassionate?
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Foundations of Faith: Trusting God
Amidst Worldly Turmoil

Daniel 8:1-27

Sermon Summary

Daniel receives a vision in the third year of King Belshazzar, seeing a ram with two horns (Medo-Persia)
and a male goat with a prominent horn (Greece). The goat defeats the ram, and its horn is broken,
replaced by four others—symbolizing the division of Alexander the Great’s empire. Out of one comes a
“little horn” that grows powerful and opposes God’s people, even desecrating the sanctuary. Daniel is
deeply troubled, longing for home, but God'’s answer is that true home is found in Him, not in earthly
places. The sermon emphasizes God’s sovereignty over history, the reality of spiritual warfare, and the
need to find our hope and home in God alone.

Key Terms & Symbols

¢ Ram with Two Horns: Represents the Medo-Persian Empire, with one horn (Persia) rising higher
than the other (Media).

e Male Goat with Notable Horn: Symbolizes Greece and Alexander the Great, whose swift
conquest is depicted by the goat not touching the ground.

e Four Horns: The division of Alexander’s empire among his generals.

e Little Horn: A ruler (historically Antiochus Epiphanes, prophetically the Antichrist) who opposes
God, desecrates the temple, and persecutes God’s people.

e Sanctuary Cleansed: Refers to the restoration after desecration, historically fulfilled in the
Maccabean revolt, prophetically pointing to future deliverance.

Historical & Cultural Background

Daniel’s vision is set in the Persian city of Susa, foreshadowing the rise of the Medo-Persian Empire. The
prophecy accurately describes the succession of empires: Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and the
division of Alexander’s empire. The “little horn” prefigures Antiochus Epiphanes, who desecrated the
Jewish temple, but also points to a future Antichrist. The vision highlights the ongoing spiritual battle
behind world events and the suffering of God’s people.
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Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. How does Daniel’s longing for home reflect our own spiritual desires?
2. What does it mean to find your true home in God rather than in earthly places?

3. How does understanding God’s control over history affect your response to current events?

Personal Application Challenge

When you feel anxious or displaced, remind yourself that your true home is in God. Practice trusting Him
with your future, even when circumstances are uncertain.

Journal Prompt

Write about a time when you felt far from “home” —physically, emotionally, or spiritually. How did God
meet you in that place? What did you learn about His presence and your identity?
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The Unyielding Rebellion and Promise of
Redemption

Daniel 8:15-27

Sermon Summary

Gabriel interprets Daniel’s vision, explaining that the ram is Medo-Persia, the goat is Greece, and the
four horns are four kingdoms arising from Greece. In the latter days, a fierce king (Antiochus Epiphanes,
and ultimately the Antichrist) will arise, marked by cunning, deceit, and opposition to God. The sermon
explores the theme of rebellion—seen throughout history, from Lucifer’s fall to humanity’s ongoing
resistance to God. The coming Antichrist will embody ultimate rebellion, but God will break him
“without human means.” The message calls believers to surrender to God, resist rebellion, and prepare
for Christ’s return.

Key Terms & Symbols
e Gabriel: The angel sent to interpret Daniel’s vision, emphasizing God’s desire to reveal truth.
e Antiochus Epiphanes: Historical ruler who desecrated the temple, prefiguring the Antichrist.
e Antichrist: Future world leader who will oppose God, deceive many, and demand worship.
e Rebellion: The root of sin, seen in angels, humanity, and world history.

e Seal Up the Vision: Indicates that the prophecy is for a future time, urging vigilance and
readiness.

Historical & Cultural Background

The prophecy spans centuries, from the fall of Babylon to the rise of Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome.
Antiochus Epiphanes’ persecution of the Jews is detailed in historical sources like 1 and 2 Maccabees.
The vision also points to a future period of intense rebellion and persecution, culminating in the reign of
the Antichrist and God’s final victory.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. Why is rebellion such a central theme in the Bible and human history?
2. How can you guard your heart against rebellion—toward God, authority, or truth?
3. What does it mean to truly surrender your life to Jesus, beyond words or rituals?
Personal Application Challenge
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Examine your heart for areas of resistance or rebellion against God’s will. Pray for a spirit of surrender
and obedience, and seek to live out your faith in practical ways.

Journal Prompt

Reflect on a time when you struggled with rebellion—against God, parents, or authority. What helped
you move toward surrender? How did that change your relationship with God and others?
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The Essence of Righteous Prayer: Lessons
from Daniel's Intercession

Daniel 9:1-19
Sermon Summary

Daniel, now an elderly man under the rule of the Medes and Persians, reads the prophecy of Jeremiah
and realizes the seventy years of exile are nearly complete. He responds not with triumph, but with
deep prayer, fasting, and confession—acknowledging the sins of Israel and pleading for God’s mercy.
Daniel’s prayer is marked by humility, honesty, and a passion for God’s glory rather than personal
comfort. The sermon calls believers to model their prayers after Daniel: grounded in Scripture, focused
on God’s holiness, and seeking His will above all.

Key Terms & Symbols

e Fasting, Sackcloth, and Ashes: Signs of humility and repentance, showing Daniel’s seriousness in
prayer.

e Confession: Daniel admits not only his own sin but the collective sin of Israel, recognizing
rebellion and shame.

e God’s Covenant: Daniel appeals to God’s faithfulness, knowing that God keeps His promises
even when His people fail.

e Supplication: Earnest requests for God’s mercy, not based on personal righteousness but on
God'’s great compassion.

Historical & Cultural Background

Daniel’s prayer takes place near the end of the Babylonian exile (c. 538-539 BC), after the Medes and
Persians have conquered Babylon. Daniel’s reference to Jeremiah’s prophecy shows the importance of
Scripture in shaping prayer and hope. The Jewish practice of fasting, sackcloth, and ashes was a
traditional way to express grief and repentance.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. How does Daniel’s prayer challenge your own approach to confession and intercession?
2. Why is it important to base our prayers on God’s promises rather than our own desires?

3. What does it mean to seek God’s glory in prayer, rather than personal comfort or success?
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Personal Application Challenge

Set aside time this week for focused prayer and confession. Use Daniel’s prayer as a model—read
Scripture, acknowledge your sins, and ask God to act for His glory.

Journal Prompt

Reflect on a time when you prayed with deep passion or desperation. What did you learn about God’s
character and your own heart through that experience?
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The Seventy Weeks of Daniel:
Understanding God's Unfolding Plan

Daniel 9:20-27

Sermon Summary

While Daniel is still praying, the angel Gabriel arrives with a message from God: a prophecy known as
the “Seventy Weeks.” Gabriel explains that God has set a specific timeline for Israel and Jerusalem,
culminating in the coming of the Messiah, the end of sin, and the establishment of everlasting
righteousness. The prophecy divides history into periods, predicting the rebuilding of Jerusalem, the
coming and death of the Messiah, and a final period of tribulation. The sermon emphasizes God'’s
faithfulness to His promises, the certainty of Christ’s return, and the importance of unity among
believers despite differences in interpreting prophecy.

Key Terms & Symbols

e Seventy Weeks: Symbolic of seventy “sevens” (490 years), divided into periods marking key
events in Israel’s history.

¢ Messiah the Prince: Refers to Jesus Christ, whose coming and sacrificial death are predicted.

e Covenant with Many: A future agreement, often interpreted as a treaty involving Israel and the
Antichrist.

e Abomination of Desolation: A time of great tribulation and desecration, pointing to the end
times.

Historical & Cultural Background

The prophecy is rooted in the Jewish understanding of God’s covenant and the cycles of judgment and
restoration. The timeline aligns with historical events: the rebuilding of Jerusalem, the ministry and
crucifixion of Jesus, and the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. The final “week” is often interpreted as a
future period of tribulation before Christ’s return.
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Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. How does God'’s precise fulfillment of prophecy strengthen your faith in His promises?

2. Why s it important for Christians to focus on Christ’s return rather than argue over details of
prophecy?

3. What does it mean to live in the “in-between” time—after Christ’s first coming, but before His
return?

Personal Application Challenge

Reflect on God'’s faithfulness in your life and history. Ask God to help you live with hope and readiness,
trusting His timing and plan.

Journal Prompt

Write about a promise of God that you have seen fulfilled in your life. How did that experience shape
your trust in Him for the future?
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Faithful to the End: Lessons from Daniel's
Steadfast Commitment

Daniel 10:1-21 (Part 1)

Sermon Summary

In the third year of King Cyrus, Daniel receives a final, profound vision. Now about 90 years old, Daniel
has served faithfully through the reigns of Babylon and Persia. Despite his age and retirement from
government, Daniel remains devoted to God, mourning and fasting for three weeks during Passover. He
is troubled that so few Jews have returned to Jerusalem, and he seeks God’s guidance. The vision
reveals a glorious heavenly figure and the reality that God still has work for Daniel, even in his old age.
The sermon challenges believers to remain faithful and available to God, regardless of age or
circumstance.

Key Terms & Symbols
e Fasting and Mourning: Daniel’s spiritual discipline and grief over Israel’s spiritual state.
e Passover: The season of liberation, paralleling the opportunity for Jews to return home.
e Heavenly Vision: Daniel sees a figure clothed in linen, symbolizing purity and divine authority.

e Faithfulness in Old Age: Daniel’s continued service to God, showing there is no retirement from
spiritual calling.

Historical & Cultural Background

After the decree of Cyrus allowing Jews to return to Jerusalem, only a small fraction choose to go. Most
remain in Babylon, comfortable with their new lives. Daniel’s vision occurs during this time of spiritual
complacency, highlighting the challenge of choosing God over comfort.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. What does Daniel’s faithfulness in old age teach us about lifelong service to God?
2. Why do you think so few Jews returned to Jerusalem, despite God’s provision?

3. How can you remain spiritually available and responsive to God, regardless of your stage in life?
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Personal Application Challenge

Reflect on your own willingness to serve God, no matter your age or situation. Ask God to renew your
commitment and show you ways to be faithful in your current season.

Journal Prompt

Write about a time when you felt “too old” or “too young” to be used by God. How did He challenge or
encourage you to serve anyway?
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The Call to Humility and Faithfulness:
Daniel's Example in Times of Ease

Daniel 10:1-21 (Part 2)

Sermon Summary

Daniel’s vision continues as he is visited by a heavenly messenger (likely Gabriel), who encourages him
and reveals that Daniel is “greatly beloved” in heaven. The angel explains that Daniel’s prayers were
heard from the first day, but spiritual opposition delayed the answer. The sermon emphasizes the
importance of humility, persistent prayer, and spiritual warfare. Daniel’s example shows that God
honors those who humble themselves and seek Him earnestly, and that spiritual battles are real and
require faithful prayer.

Key Terms & Symbols
e Greatly Beloved: Daniel’s status in heaven, a result of his humility and faithfulness.

e Spiritual Warfare: The angelic struggle against demonic forces, highlighting the reality of unseen
battles.

e Humility: The key to effective prayer and spiritual strength.

e Prayer as Warfare: Persistent, passionate prayer is the believer’s weapon against spiritual
opposition.

Historical & Cultural Background

Daniel’s vision occurs during a time of spiritual struggle for Israel. The angelic messenger’s delay due to
the “prince of Persia” illustrates the reality of spiritual warfare behind earthly events. Daniel’s humility
and persistence in prayer are presented as models for believers.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. How does humility affect your prayer life and relationship with God?
2. What does Daniel’s experience teach us about the reality of spiritual warfare?

3. Why is persistent, passionate prayer so important in facing spiritual challenges?
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Personal Application Challenge

Practice humility in your prayers this week. Confess your dependence on God and ask Him to help you
persevere in prayer, even when answers seem delayed.

Journal Prompt

Describe a time when you experienced a delay or struggle in prayer. How did God encourage or
strengthen you during that season?
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The Spiritual Battle and the Book of Life

Daniel 10:10-21

Sermon Summary

Daniel’s vision reveals the reality of spiritual warfare: his prayers are heard immediately, but the angelic
messenger is delayed by conflict with the “prince of Persia” until Michael, the archangel, intervenes. The
sermon explains that believers are called to be spiritual warriors, fighting not against flesh and blood but
against spiritual forces. Gabriel refers to the “scripture of truth,” God’s record of future events, and
reminds Daniel (and us) that God is in control and keeps perfect records. The message closes with a call
to ensure our names are written in the Book of Life through faith in Jesus.

Key Terms & Symbols
e Prince of Persia: A demonic power opposing God’s purposes, illustrating spiritual opposition.
e Michael: The archangel who assists in spiritual battles.

e Scripture of Truth: God’s record of future events, emphasizing His sovereignty and
foreknowledge.

e Book of Life: The record of those who belong to God, contrasted with the books of deeds.

Historical & Cultural Background

Daniel’s vision pulls back the curtain on the spiritual realities behind world events. The struggle between
angels and demons affects nations and individuals. The Book of Life is a biblical concept found in both
Old and New Testaments, representing eternal security for believers.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. What does it mean to be a spiritual warrior in today’s world?
2. How does knowing about spiritual warfare change your perspective on prayer and daily life?

3. Why is it important to ensure your name is written in the Book of Life?

Personal Application Challenge

Commit to being a prayer warrior this week. Pray specifically for spiritual protection over your family,
church, and community.

47



Journal Prompt

Reflect on your understanding of spiritual warfare. How can you become more intentional in prayer and
spiritual vigilance?
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Divine Control Amidst Worldly Chaos

Daniel 11:1-35

Sermon Summary

Daniel 11:1-35 contains a detailed prophecy about the rise and fall of empires, focusing on the Persian
and Greek kingdoms and their impact on Israel. The passage describes the succession of kings, political
intrigue, betrayals, and wars between the Seleucid (north/Syria) and Ptolemaic (south/Egypt) empires.
Israel is caught in the middle, suffering greatly. The prophecy is so accurate that critics have doubted its
authenticity, but it demonstrates God’s absolute control over history. The sermon emphasizes that even
when the world seems out of control, God is still sovereign and faithful to His people.

Key Terms & Symbols

¢ King of the North/South: Refers to the Seleucid (Syria) and Ptolemaic (Egypt) empires,
respectively.

e Antiochus Epiphanes: A “vile person” who desecrated the temple, prefiguring the future
antichrist.

e Abomination of Desolation: The defilement of the temple, a sign of deep spiritual crisis.
e Maccabees: Jewish rebels who resisted Antiochus and restored the temple.

e Faithful Remnant: Those who “know their God” and remain strong despite persecution.

Historical & Cultural Background

Daniel’s prophecy covers centuries of history, from the Persian kings (Cambyses, Darius, Xerxes) to
Alexander the Great and the division of his empire among four generals. The focus narrows to the
ongoing conflict between Syria and Egypt, with Israel suffering in between. Antiochus IV Epiphanes’
desecration of the temple led to the Maccabean revolt. The passage is a reminder that God’s people
have often faced hardship, but God’s plan is always unfolding.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. How does knowing God’s control over history affect your response to current events?
2. What does it mean to be “faithful” when circumstances are confusing or painful?

3. How can you keep your eyes on God rather than being distracted by worldly chaos?
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Personal Application Challenge

When you feel overwhelmed by the news or personal struggles, remind yourself that God is not
surprised or powerless. Choose to trust Him and seek His guidance, rather than relying on worldly
solutions.

Journal Prompt

Write about a time when you felt caught in the “middle” of conflict or confusion. How did you
experience God’s presence or faithfulness? What helped you stay focused on Him?
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The Coming Kingdom: Living with Eternal
Perspective

Daniel 11:36-45

Sermon Summary

Daniel 11:36—45 shifts from history to future prophecy, describing a coming ruler—the Antichrist—who
will exalt himself above all gods, demand worship, and wage war against the world. He will deceive
Israel, break covenants, and unleash unprecedented suffering. Despite his power, his reign is limited and
ends with God’s decisive judgment. The sermon stresses that believers should focus on Christ, not the
Antichrist, and remember that God’s purpose is to purify His people. God is more concerned with our
holiness than our happiness.

Key Terms & Symbols
e Antichrist: A future world ruler who opposes God and demands worship.
e God of Fortresses: Symbolizes the Antichrist’s reliance on military power and war.

¢ Desire of Women: Refers to the Jewish hope for the Messiah; the Antichrist claims to fulfill this
hope.

¢ Armies of the North and South: Russia and Egypt/Africa, representing global opposition to the
Antichrist.

¢ Battle of Armageddon: The final conflict in the valley of Megiddo, where Christ returns in
victory.

Historical & Cultural Background

The prophecy looks ahead to the end times, after the church is raptured. The Antichrist will rise to
power, deceive nations, and demand worship. He will break his covenant with Israel and set up a false
image in Jerusalem. Armies from the north (Russia) and south (Africa/Egypt) will oppose him, but he will
prevail until Christ returns. The passage highlights God’s long-term plan to purify Israel and judge evil.
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Reflection & Discussion Questions

1. Why is it important to focus on Christ rather than obsess over the Antichrist or end-times
events?

2. What does it mean that God is more concerned with your holiness than your happiness?

3. How can you prepare your heart for Christ’s return and help others do the same?

Personal Application Challenge

Examine your priorities this week. Are you seeking holiness or just happiness? Ask God to purify your
heart and help you live in readiness for His return.

Journal Prompt

Reflect on your attitude toward suffering and spiritual growth. Are you willing to let God use difficult
times to make you more holy? What steps can you take to pursue holiness over comfort?
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God's Unwavering Plan: Lessons from
Daniel and Personal Paths of Faith

Daniel 12:1-4

Sermon Summary

Daniel’s final vision reveals that God has a plan for Israel and for every believer. In the midst of
unprecedented trouble—the time of tribulation—God promises deliverance for those “written in the
book.” The passage points to resurrection, eternal reward, and the ultimate triumph of God’s people.
The sermon emphasizes that God'’s plan is trustworthy, even when the path is difficult, and that faith—
not works or religious activity—is the key to entering God’s promises.

Key Terms & Symbols
¢ Michael: The archangel who defends Israel during the time of trouble.
¢ Time of Trouble: The Great Tribulation, a period of suffering and testing for Israel.

e Book: God’s record of those who belong to Him; not just the Book of Life, but His sovereign
plan.

e Resurrection: Both the righteous and the unrighteous will be raised—some to everlasting life,
some to shame.

e Stars: Symbolize those who lead others to righteousness, shining forever.

Historical & Cultural Background

Daniel receives this vision in his old age, after a lifetime of faithfulness in exile. The prophecy looks
ahead to the end times, when Israel will face severe persecution but ultimately be delivered. The
concept of resurrection was radical in Daniel’s day, pointing to God’s power over life and death. The
passage also reflects Jewish ideas about angels, the afterlife, and the cosmic struggle between good and
evil.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. What does it mean to trust God’s plan, even when you don’t understand the path?
2. How does the promise of resurrection and eternal reward shape your perspective on suffering?

3. In what ways can you “shine like the stars” by leading others to righteousness?
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Personal Application Challenge

This week, reflect on God’s plan for your life. Are you trusting Him with both eternity and today’s
challenges? Ask God to help you walk by faith, not by sight.

Journal Prompt

Write about a time when you struggled to trust God'’s plan. What helped you move forward in faith?
How can you encourage someone else who is facing uncertainty?
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Trusting God Today and Forever: Lessons
from Daniel and Prophecy

Daniel 12:5-13

Sermon Summary

Daniel’s final vision closes with questions about the timing and meaning of God’s promises. The angel
assures Daniel that the end will come after a period of testing and purification. The wise will understand,
the wicked will not. Daniel is told to “go your way,” rest, and await his inheritance at the resurrection.
The sermon highlights that prophecy is meant to inspire worship, confidence, and humility—not pride or
speculation. God’s love and discipline are evident, and believers are called to trust Him not only for
eternity, but for today.

Key Terms & Symbols
e Time, Times, and Half a Time: Symbolic of three and a half years, the final period of tribulation.
e Abomination of Desolation: The ultimate defilement of the temple, signaling the end.
e Purification: God’s process of refining His people through trials.
e Rest: The believer’s state after death—complete satisfaction and peace in God’s presence.

e Inheritance: The eternal reward and responsibility given to the faithful at resurrection.

Historical & Cultural Background

Daniel’s vision spans centuries, culminating in the end times. The numbers (1,290 days, 1,335 days)
reflect prophetic symbolism and point to God’s precise control over history. The promise of resurrection
and reward was a source of hope for persecuted believers. The passage also warns against trading
eternal blessings for temporary pleasures.

Reflection & Discussion Questions
1. Why is it sometimes easier to trust God with eternity than with today’s problems?
2. How does God’s discipline show His love and commitment to your growth?

3. What does it mean to “rest” in God, and how can you look forward to your eternal inheritance?

Personal Application Challenge
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Consider what you might be trading for temporary comfort or pleasure that could cost you eternal
reward. Ask God to help you value His plan and promises above all else.

Journal Prompt

Reflect on your journey of faith. Are you living for eternity or for the moment? What changes can you
make to align your life with God’s plan and purpose?
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DISCOVER THE TIMELESS LESSONS
OF FAITH, COURAGE, AND
HUMILITY IN “FAITH AND COURAGE
IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL.” THIS
STUDY GUIDE WALKS YOU
THROUGH EACH SERMON IN THE
SERIES BY PASTOR BRUCE
GORDON, OFFERING HISTORICAL
CONTEXT, PRACTICAL
APPLICATIONS, AND THOUGHTFUL
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION.
WHETHER YOU’RE STUDYING
ALONE OR WITH A GROUP, YOU’LL
FIND ENCOURAGEMENT TO TRUST
GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY, STAND FIRM
IN YOUR CONVICTIONS, AND LIVE
WITH HOPE—NO MATTER WHAT
CHALLENGES YOU FACE.
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