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The Danger of Pitching Your Tent Toward the World
Sermon Summary:

This sermon examines Genesis 34, the tragic account of Dinah's violation and her brothers'
violent revenge, as a warning against compromising with the world. Jacob's decision to
settle near Shechem rather than obeying God's command to go to Bethel resulted in
devastating consequences for his family. The message reveals how sin is never just
personal but always affects others, and how the seeds we sow—even after salvation—
continue to produce consequences. The sermon emphasizes that believers are in a
constant spiritual battle between the flesh and the Spirit, and that Jesus raised the
standard of righteousness by addressing not just outward actions but the condition of the
heart. The remedy for worldly compromise is a return to Bethel—the house of God—
through regular worship, prayer, Bible reading, and fellowship with other believers.

Key Points:

- Jacob's disobedience in settling near Shechem instead of going to Bethel led to tragedy
for his family

- Getting saved does not erase the past effects of sin; seeds sown continue to grow and
must be dealt with

- Satan works behind the scenes to corrupt God's people and destroy His plans through
worldly compromise

- The dysfunctional patterns in Jacob's family (dishonesty, deception) were passed down to
his sons

- Jesus elevated the commandments by addressing heart attitudes: anger equals murder,
lust equals adultery

- Modern media and culture stream sensuality and temptation directly into our homes

- We cannot survive spiritually without regular attendance at church, prayer, and Bible
reading

- The remedy for spiritual wandering is returning to Bethel—the house of God and place of
worship



- True believers are true worshipers who regularly assemble with God's people

- The natural man is strong and will pull us toward the world unless we stay connected to
God's supernatural power

Scripture Reference:

- Genesis 34 (primary focus—the account of Dinah, Shechem, and the revenge of Simeon
and Levi)

- Matthew 5:18-28 (Jesus' teaching on murder, anger, adultery, and lust)

- Hebrews 10:25 (forsaking not the assembling of ourselves together)

Stories:

- The account of Dinah going out to visit the daughters of the land and being violated by
Shechem

- Shechem falling in love with Dinah after raping her and asking his father to arrange
marriage

- The deceptive plan of Simeon and Levi requiring all males of Shechem to be circumcised

- The mass circumcision of the men of Shechem and their subsequent slaughter on the
third day

- Jacob's weak response focusing on his own safety rather than the moral outrage

- The reference to Jacob's future deathbed blessing where he condemns Simeon and Levi
for their wickedness



