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Living as Foreigners: The Faith Legacy of Abraham and Sarah Sermon

Sermon Summary:

This sermon examines Genesis 23 and the death and burial of Sarah, using this pivotal
moment to explore what it means to live faithfully as foreigners and strangers in this world.
Through Abraham's response to his wife's death and his insistence on purchasing burial
property in the Promised Land, the message reveals how a life lived by faith—despite
failures and setbacks—ultimately produces a testimony that impacts the watching world.
The sermon challenges believers to recognize that their citizenship is in heaven, not earth,
and that their greatest sermon is often preached through how they handle life's final
moments and crises. It emphasizes that the church's influence in the world depends on
believers maintaining their distinct identity as foreigners rather than conforming to worldly
patterns, and that a life of integrity and faithfulness, though tested repeatedly, will
ultimately gain the respect even of unbelievers.

Key Points:

- Abraham and all believers are on a faith journey characterized by ups and downs, failures
and triumphs, but what matters is having a heart bent toward God

- We often preach our greatest sermon at the passing of loved ones, demonstrating
whether we truly believe what we profess about eternal life

- Believers should mourn with hope, not as those who have no hope, showing the world
that death is not permanent defeat but transition to glory

- Abraham's declaration "l am a foreigner and a visitor among you" reflects the truth that
Christians are citizens of heaven temporarily residing on earth

- The world's condition reflects the church's compromise—when the church loves the
world too much, it loses its transforming influence

- Living with integrity now, even when it costs more, prevents paying a higher price later and
protects Christ's reputation



- Abraham's life of faith, despite his failures, earned him the respect of unbelievers who
called him "a mighty prince among us"

- Believers are either in the place of testing and training or in the place of mature usefulness
for God's purposes

- We should project our lives 100 years forward and ask if our current choices and excuses
will stand before God in eternity

- The challenge is not to give up during testing, failure, or difficult times, but to persevere
and allow God to work

Scripture Reference:

- Genesis 23:1-20 (primary focus—the death of Sarah and Abraham's purchase of the burial
cave)

- Genesis 22:20-23 (background information about Abraham's family in Haran, including
Rebekah)

- Hebrews 11:10 (referenced—Abraham looking for a city whose builder and maker is God)

Stories:
- The account of Sarah's death at 127 years old and Abraham's mourning for her

- Abraham's negotiation with the sons of Heth (Hittites) to purchase the cave of Machpelah
as a burial place

- The transaction between Abraham and Ephron, where Abraham insists on paying full price
(400 shekels of silver) rather than accepting the land as a gift

- Abraham's previous failures mentioned (claiming Sarah as his sister before Abimelech)
contrasted with his current integrity

- Abraham's past victories referenced (defeating the kings with 300 men, being willing to
sacrifice Isaac)

- The mention of Abraham's family back in Haran having children while he and Sarah
remained childless for many years

- The future burials at this same location (Sarah, Abraham, Isaac, Rebecca, and Jacob
would all be buried at Machpelah)



