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The Church Transitions: From Jewish Roots to Global Mission
Sermon Summary:

This sermon examines a pivotal period in the early church's history as documented in Acts
9, focusing on the transition from a predominantly Jewish ministry to an inclusive Gentile
mission. The message emphasizes that the church has always been and remains Christ's
church, not controlled by any individual leader. Through the accounts of Paul's escape from
Damascus, his reception in Jerusalem, and Peter's miracles in Lydda and Joppa, the
sermon illustrates how God was preparing the church for its worldwide mission. Pastor
Bruce Gordon also addresses contemporary issues, including the importance of
celebrating our nation's founding, the equal value of all believers regardless of gender or
position, and the recognition that the greatest miracle is spiritual resurrection from death
to life in Christ.

Key Points:

- The early church experienced a period of peace and growth after Saul's conversion and
departure, partly due to Roman persecution of Jews under Caligula

- Saul spent three years in Arabia being directly taught by Jesus Christ before returning to
ministry

- Barnabas served as a crucial bridge, vouching for Saul's genuine conversion to the
skeptical Jerusalem church

- Peter's miracles of healing Aeneas and raising Dorcas from the dead demonstrated that
Christ's power continued to work through the church

- The church is Christ's church, not Peter's or Paul's, and Christ's power must remain
central

- All believers have equal value before God regardless of their position or gender in the
church

- The greatest miracle is not physical healing or resurrection, but spiritual resurrection from
death in sin to eternal life in Christ



- Peter staying with Simon the tanner signaled the breaking down of Jewish ceremonial
barriers, preparing for the church's expansion to Gentiles

- Christians should honor and celebrate their country's heritage while maintaining their
primary allegiance to Christ

Scripture Reference:

- Acts 9:23-43 (primary passage)

- Galatians 2 (referenced regarding Paul's 14 years before returning to Jerusalem)
- Acts 4 (background on Barnabas)

- Daniel (referenced regarding the title "Son of Man")

Stories:

- Paul's dramatic escape from Damascus in a basket lowered through the city wall by
disciples

- Barnabas courageously vouching for Paul before the suspicious Jerusalem apostles
despite Paul's history of persecuting Christians

- Peter healing Aeneas, a paralyzed man bedridden for eight years in Lydda, causing many
in the region to turn to the Lord

- Peter raising Dorcas (Tabitha) from the dead in Joppa, a charitable woman known for
making garments for widows, resulting in many believing in the Lord

- The survey revealing that only 51 percent of pastors planned to recognize America's 250th
anniversary, illustrating contemporary challenges in the church



