~ TN——ACTS CHAPTER 19

VS 1 WHO WAS APOLLOS? WHERE IS PAUL NOW? | WHILE APOLLOS WAS IN CORINTH,
PAUL TAKES TIME FOR A TRIP TO EPHESUS. EPHESUS WAS THE CAPITAL CITY OF THE
ROME PROVINCE OF ASIA. IT HAD A POPULATION OF ABOUT 300,000 PEOPLE. JUST LIKE
ATHENS, EPHESUS HAD SEEN ITS HEYDAY AND WAS NOW IN DECLINE WHEN PAUL
VISITED. EPHESUS BECAME PAUL'S BASE OF OPERATION DURING HIS THIRD
MISSIONARY JOURNEY. WHO DID PAUL FIND WHEN HE REACHED EPHESUS? HE MEETS
TWELVE MEN WHO PROFESSED TO BE CHRISTIAN 'DISCIPLES", BUT WHOSE LIVES GAVE
EVIDENCE THAT SOMETHING WAS LACKING.

VS 2-4 WHAT DOES PAUL ASK THESE DISCIPLES? THIS IS AN IMPORTANT QUESTION
BECAUSE THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT IS THE ONE INDISPENSABLE PROOF THAT A
PERSON IS TRULY BORN AGAIN. LOOK AT ROMANS 8:9 However, you are not in the flesh
but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. AND EPHESIANS 1:13 In Him, you also, after
listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you
were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of the promise. IN VERSE 2 HOW DO THEY
ANSWER? THEIR REPLY REVEALED THE VAGUENESS AND UNCERTAINTY OF THEIR
FAITH. THEY HAD NOT HEARD THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD HAS COME.

VS 3 WHAT DOES PAUL FIND OUT? THEY WERE BAPTIZED INTO
=5 BAPTISM. THEIR INSTRUCTION IS INCOMPLETE. THEY KNEW ONLY OF JOHN'S BAPTISM,
A SIGN OF REPENTANCE TOWARD GOD. (MATT 3:2,6,8,11; MARK 1:4-5; LUKE 3:8) WE ARE
CAUGHT IN THE SPECIAL SITUATION OF A TRANSITION HERE. THE TEXT SEEMS CLEAR
THEY HAVE COME TO FAITH IN JESUS, SO THEIR PROBLEM IS LIKE APOLLOS, KNOWING
ABOUT JESUS BUT NOT THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT THAT IS ALSO A PART OF THE
PROMISE.

VS 4 PAUL MAKES A POINT THAT JOHN THE BAPTIST TOLD HIS DISCIPLES TO LOOK FOR
JESUS-MESSIAH WHO WILL BAPTIZE WITH THE SPIRIT. JOHN POINTED THE WAY TO
JESUS CHRIST AS THE ONE IN WHOM THEY SHOULD BELIEVE. (MATT 3:11-12; MARK
1:7-8; LUKE 3:16-17)

VS 5 HOW DID THE DISCIPLES REACT? NOTE: THIS IS THE ONLY PLACE IN THE NEW
TESTAMENT THAT REFERS TO ANYONE BEING REBAPTIZED. QUITE CLEARLY, JOHN'S
MINISTRY WAS ANTICIPATION, CHRIST IS THE FULFILLMENT OF ALL THINGS.

VS 6 WHAT HAPPENED WHEN PAUL LAID HANDS ON THEM? THIS IS THE FINAL
MENTION OF TONGUES IN ACTS. THIS SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION CONFIRMS THAT THE
SPIRIT HAS COME. THERE IS NO PATTERN IN HOW THE SPIRIT COMES IN ACTS. THE
SPIRIT CAN COME BEFORE OR AFTER BAPTISM, AS ACTS 10 SHOWS. THE FILLING OF
THE SPIRIT ENDORSED THE DISCIPLES AS BELIEVE 'S. WHAT IS REQUIRED IN ORDER
TO EXPERIENCE THE HOLY SPIRIT? WAS IT THE FACT THAT PAUL LAID HANDS ON THEM
= THAT THEY RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT? IS IT THE ACT OF BAPTISM? THE ANSWER IS
NEITHER. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS BESTOWED UPON US BY BELIEVING, RECEIVING AND
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VS 21 WHERE DOES PAUL WANT TO GO?

PAUL HAD TWO PURPOSES: 1. TO CONFIRM AND

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCHES AND 2. TAKE UP AN OFFERING FOR THE SAINTS IN
JERUSALEM. THIS VERSE SETS THE TONE FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE BOOK. PAUL'S
SIGHTS WERE NOW SET ON ROME VIA JERUSALEM. HERE WE HAVE THE FIRST MENTION

OF PAUL'S PLAN TO GO TO ROME.
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VS 29 THE SILVERSMITHS, ENRAGED AT PAUL BY DEMETRIUS' SPEECH, INSTIGATED A
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ASSEMBLY. EVIDENTLY THESE TWO MEN

ESCAPED WITH LITTLE OR NO INJURY.
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RECORDS, REGISTRAR, AND ACCOUNTANT FOR TEMPLE FUNDS. HE IS THE HIGHEST
CIVIC OFFICIAL IN THE CITY, OPERATING MUCH LIKE A POWERFUL CITY MANAGER AND
SERVES AS THE CITY'S LIAISON TO ROMAN AUTHORITIES. HIS VOICE WOULD COUNT
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VS 40 WHAT IS THE TOWN CLERK FEARFUL WILL HAPPEN. THE RISK IS THAT THE
CROWD WILL BE IN DANGER, NOT PAUL. HE FEARS THAT THE RABBLE WILL BE
ARRESTED BY THE ROMANS FOR CAUSING A DISTURBANCE WITHOUT ANY DIRECT
EVIDENCE THAT PAUL AND THE OTHERS HAVE ACTED DIRECTLY OR PHYSICALLY
AGAINST THE GODDES IN SUCH A WAY THAT THEY |COULD BE CHARGE WITH A CRIME.
THE IMPLICATION IS THAT ROMAN MIGHT BE FORCED TO STEP IN AND LIMIT EPHESUS'S
PRIVILEGES AS A FREE CITY. SO THE CLERK WARNS OF DIRE CONSEQUENCES FOR CIVIC
FREEDOM, APPEALS FOR CALM AND IS SUCCESSFUL.

VS 41 THE CLERK COMPLETES HIS REMARKS AND DISMISSES THE CROWD. A RIOT IS
AVOIDED.







