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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving… 

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

February 28, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are 

hungry to know God better.  We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions.  We’re 

struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors.  We don’t have all the 

answers but we’re growing as we go. 

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives.  In every Sunday 

message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God 

intends for us.  You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the 

joys and challenges of life.  You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here.  There 

are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love. 

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the 

participation of many great people like you.  There’s a place in our vision for you to use your 

unique gifts and talents. 

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES:   KINGDOM COME 

We often read the Bible for application, inspiration, or direction. However, there are times 
when the author wants to simply point the reader to a big idea—an idea that fits with God's 
grand story. In the Gospel of Mark, we read about Peter's experience with Jesus that led 
Peter to believe in one big idea: the kingdom of God has come, and everyone is invited to 
participate. 

 
 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

The Gathering 
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, 
             the keeper of the covenant, 
             the source of steadfast love, 
             our rock and our redeemer. 
C Amen. 
 

P God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return        
             to the one who is full of compassion. 

 

P Fountain of living water, 
             pour out your mercy over us. 
             Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
             Rebuild what we have ruined 
             and mend what we have torn. 
             Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
             Make us alive in the Spirit 
             to follow in the way of Jesus, 
             as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
C          Amen. 
 

P Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
             The promise rests on grace: 
             by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
             the wisdom and power of God, 
              your sins are † forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
              Journey in the way of Jesus. 
C Amen. 

 
 
 



OPENING HYMN                               Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  | ELW #807 
please stand 

 
 
 



GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,   
the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 
KYRIE  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

 
 
P:   O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of     
       shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross  
       of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son,  
       Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy  
       Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



_______________________________________________ 
The Word 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                    Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to 
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my 
covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then 
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 
 

“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude 
of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; 
for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from 
you. 
 

I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 
to your offspring after you. 
 

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but 
Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. 
I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from 
her.” 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                     Romans 4:13-25 

 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to 
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For 
this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 
be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 
 

as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence 
of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 
existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he 
would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So 



numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No 
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in 
his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do 
what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 
 

Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 
but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus 
our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and 
was raised for our justification. 

 
 
LENTEN VERSE     please stand 

 
 
 
P:      The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7th chapter. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL                                                                                                               Mark 7: 1-15 
 

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem 
gathered around him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with 
defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, 
do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition 
of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; 
and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, 
pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do 
your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 
hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is 
written, 
 

‘This people honors me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me; 
in vain do they worship me, 
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 

 

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
 

Then he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of 
God in order to keep your tradition! For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your 
mother’; and, ‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’ But you 
say that if anyone tells father or mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had 
from me is Corban’ (that is, an offering to God)— then you no longer permit 
doing anything for a father or mother, thus making void the word of God through 
your tradition that you have handed on. And you do many things like this.” 
 

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 
understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the 
things that come out are what defile.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
MESSAGE                                                                                   Easy Way Out | Pastor Rob 



HYMN OF THE DAY                       What Wondrous Love Is This  | ELW #666 
  please stand      

 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

P: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and 
all in need 

 

P: Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the baptized, that 
they may follow you wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in your promises; 
give hope and courage to those who suffer for their faith. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P:  All the ends of the earth worship you. From galaxies to microorganisms, 
preserve your creation. Teach humanity to wonder at your works and to join 
you in tending to creation’s well-being. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and 
between nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new 
realities we cannot even imagine. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the depth of 
your love shown on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, and 
spirit. Restore all who are sick or grieving. Bring vindication for victims of 
injustice, exploitation, and oppression. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. Bless 
grandparents, parents, and foster parents, and the children who look to them 
for care and guidance. Console those who deal with infertility, parents who 
have entrusted their children to adoption, and children longing to be adopted. 
Equip ministries and services to families. Hear us, O God. 

C:   Your mercy is great. 
 

P:   (Prayers of the community),  Hear us, O God.  
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C:   Amen. 
 

 



 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 

 
_______________________________________________ 
The Sending 
 

BLESSING  
 

P:  You are what God made you to be: 
      created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
      chosen as holy and beloved, 
      freed to serve your neighbor. 
      God bless you † that you may be a blessing, 
      in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
       

C:  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN                                                      This Is My Father’s World | ELW #824 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

P:   Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 

 



_____________________________________________________ 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
LENTEN SEASON 
These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to return to the God 
who rescues; to receive the gifts of God’s grace; to believe with the heart and confess with 
the mouth the wonder  of God’s love in Jesus; and to resist temptation at every turn. This is 
no small pilgrimage on which we will embark. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus 
shares. The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and sustain 
us.   

 
MIDWEEK LENT WORSHIP                         Wednesdays  | 7:00 PM 
We want to invite you to our midweek lenten worship event that will be held on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00pm. This 30 minute, interactive, online Zoom gathering will be filled with 
music, a message, worship and prayer. Following the service we'll host a virtual coffee hour 
where you'll have the chance to connect with other. 

 
MIDWEEK LENT WORSHIP SERIES -   I QUIT                       Weds  2/24 – 3/24  |  7:00 PM 
Fed up with the status quo? The way things are isn't the way things have to be. Come see 
what happens when we're ready to say, "I quit." Join us Wednesdays at 7:00PM during the 
season of lent as we look at letting go of four habits that keep us from experiencing the life 
God has for us. This series is about learning to do less so that we can experience more! 

 
ADULT ONLINE STUDY GROUP                  Tuesdays | 7:00 PM 
    30 Days to Understanding the Bible 
The problem most of us have with the Bible is we never got the big picture. Master the Bible 
by looking at only a manageable amount of information. In 30 days, you’ll have a complete 
understanding of the story of the Bible and the core teachings or doctrines that Christians 
have held onto throughout the centuries, presented in bite-sized pieces. This six-session 
online series is led by Pastor Rob and meets on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 - 8:00pm. 
Register online:  https://faith.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/115/responses/new 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://faith.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/115/responses/new


REVOLUTION ONLINE                         Sundays |5:00 & 6:00 PM 
God is good, and He is with us in everything! We want our students to know that, trust that, 
and experience that every moment of their lives. Our fall groups for middle & high school 
students have begun.   These 45 minute gatherings will allow our students to connect with 
each other and with God, and grow in their faith.  This will be a fun, and engaging 
opportunity for your child to connect with others during this confusing time, where they will 
find encouragement, support, and growth.  
          

KIDWERKS LIVE                                                                                      Sundays | 10:30 AM 
We've changed to a new time and a new engaging format to help our kids connect with God 
and with each other.  Every Sunday morning kids are invited to connect and grow through 
our Kidwerks Live 2.0.  This fun, interactive, event happens at our new time at 10:30am. 
 
BRIGHT BEGINNINGS REGISTRATION 
  
We are now accepting registrations for Fall 2021. 
  
Information and forms for registration are available on the website discoveringfaith.com  
under the "preschool" tab.  Feel free to call the church and leave a message at ext. 103 or 
email jenn@discoveringfaith.com and Jenn will get back to you as soon as possible. 
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