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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving...

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

July 26, 2026

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are
hungry to know God better. We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions. We’re
struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors. We don’t have all the
answers but we’re growing as we go.

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives. In every Sunday
message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God
intends for us. You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the
joys and challenges of life. You'll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here. There
are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love.

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the
participation of many great people like you. There’s a place in our vision for you to use your
unique gifts and talents.

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES:



The Gathering

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN

Give to Our God Immortal Praise! | ELW #848
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GREETING
P:

and the communion
C And also with you.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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In peace, let us pray to the ILord. Lord, have mer - «c¢y.
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For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal- vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son
you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us
your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

“Faithful Foundations: An Invitation” Greg Spears
The Word
GOSPEL Matthew 25: 31-46

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, then he will
sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he
will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from
the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the

left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you who are blessed
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world, for | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you
gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, | was in prison and you
visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw
you hungry and gave you food or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you or naked and gave
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited

you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.” Then he will say
to those at his left hand, ‘You who are accursed, depart from me into the eternal
fire prepared for the devil and his angels, for | was hungry and you gave me no
food, | was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, | was a stranger and you did
not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and
you did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and did not take
care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to



one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into
eternal punishment but the righteous into eternal life.”

MISSION TRIP REFLECTION

SONG Here | Am, Lord
l, the Lord of sea and sky, | have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night, | will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall | send?

Here | am, Lord. Isitl, Lord?

| have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, lord, if you lead me.

I will hold your people in my heart.

MISSION TRIP REFLECTION

SONG Here | Am, Lord
[, the Lord of snow and rain, | have borne my people’s pain.
| have wept for love of them. They turn away.
| will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall | send?

Here | am, Lord. Isitl, Lord?

| have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, lord, if you lead me.

I will hold your people in my heart.

MISSION TRIP REFLECTION



SONG Here | Am, Lord

l, the Lord of wind and flame, | will tend the poor and lame.
| will set a feast for them. My hand will save.

Finest bread | will provide till their hearts be satisfied.

| will give my life to them. Whom shall | send?

Here |l am, Lord. Isitl, Lord?

| have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, lord, if you lead me.

| will hold your people in my heart.

Go, Serve, Love Pastor Rob

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees,
those preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and
all who seek to lead your disciples in any way. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence
among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to
family farms, from ranches to wild places. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories
with compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can
never be separated. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that
distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.



P: Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith...
God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all
our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
C: Amen.

The Meal

PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING



OFFERING RESPONSE  please stand
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
C: Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

AN INVITATION
We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.
We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that
this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it. All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of
God’s love and mercy. Apple/Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray. Gluten free wafers available at
the usher stand, please ask an usher to assist you.
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P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
His grace.
C: Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
please stand
A: Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
C: Amen

The Sending
BLESSING

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
1 one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

C: Amen.



CLOSING HYMN We Praise You, O God | ELW #870
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DISMISSAL
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to Faith!

We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! Have questions about Faith?
Wondering how to get connected or get more involved? We'd love to help. No matter where
you are in life or how many times you've visited, we're here to guide you towards your next
best step. Stop by the welcome center located near the main entrance. If this is your first
time at Faith, let us know, we’ve got a special gift just for you!

KIDWERKS Summer Schedule Sundays at 9:30AM
July: 26
August: 9 & 23

We will continue to meet this summer every other week in the auditorium. Join us for a
summer of fun and learning! Any questions please contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com

COMMUNITY LIFE EVENTS
RiverEdge Concerts: Bob Seger Experience Fri7z/31]| 8:00 PM 421
16 Candles Fri 8/28 | 8:00PM 45
Tickets available now & purchased through the Paramount Theater in Aurora

MENS COMMUNITY GROUP Sat 8/8 | 8:00 AM
Meets fireside at Faith, the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month.

In addition to coffee, great conversation, and fellowship, we typically are engagedin a
spiritual study topic or video discussion. Come join us!

HAWAIIN LUAU AT FAITH Sat 8/8 | 4:00 PM
Join us for a night of Hawaiian music, dancing and a traditional luau at Faith! Costis
$5/person to cover the meat and beverages. You may pay online or at the welcome center.

Outdoor Sunday Worship Sun 8/16 | 9:30 AM
Sunday, July 19, we'll be meeting outdoors at 9:30 AM for only one worship service. No 8:00
AM service. Bring your lawn chair or blanket and join us on the lawn. We'll have some
outdoor seating as well. You can also attend from your car by tuning into FM 88.3. We'll be
live streaming this service as well, if you're unable to make it in person. Come join us!



HESED HOUSE SERVING EVENT Weds 8/19 | 6:30 PM
Faith's next serving opportunity at Hesed House is August 19. We will need roughly 5 to 10
volunteers to help with meal setup, serving and cleanup. Volunteers can conveniently signup
online or at the welcome center. All that's needed is a serving heart. Sign up today! If you
have questions about Faith's Hesed House ministry, please reach out to the ministry team at
hesedhouse@discoveringfaith.com.

KANE COUNTY COUGARS GAME Sat 8/22 | 6:30 PM

Tie-Dye Night at the Ballpark!

This is a great night for baseball with fireworks immediately following the game! Tickets are
$12/per person in Section 106. Preferred parking $12 and General Admission Parking $7 at
ticket purchase. Tickets are non-refundable but may be exchanged for another game if there
is rain. Parking is non-refundable.

Invite your friends and family! Tickets available until August 12. After August 12 pricing may
increase and tickets are not guaranteed. Purchase online www.discoveringfaith.com

Living Generously (through June 2026)

Our mission is simple. Invite people to discover the new life that can be found in Jesus Christ.
Because of your financial generosity, lives are being changed. Our budgeted resource needs
to live out our mission are not currently fully funded. We would like to invite you to
prayerfully consider how you can respond so that together we can enhance our mission
impact in our community and beyond. Thank you for living generously.

YTD Revenue: $228,101
YTD Expenses: $235,182
YTD Budget: $228,600

Note - YTD expenses include the auditorium project. YTD revenue includes offsetting special
donations to cover the cost of that project.

Giving at Faith! As Easy as Click & Give

As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace irrational generosity. We know it
changes lives—ours and the people we’re reaching. At Faith, taking action
on your generosity is simple. Just scan the QR code with your camera and
give. Simple, safe, and secure.







FAITH

Lutheran Church

Pastor Rob Douglas
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