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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving… 

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.   

April 11, 2021  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are 

hungry to know God better.  We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions.  We’re 

struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors.  We don’t have all the 

answers but we’re growing as we go.  

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives.  In every Sunday 
message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God 

intends for us.  You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the 
joys and challenges of life.  You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here.  There 

are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love.  

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the 

participation of many great people like you.  There’s a place in our vision for you to use your 

unique gifts and talents.  

CURRENT MESSAGE SERIES :    BUILT STRONG  
Uncertainty is unavoidable. Being fearful is optional.  The faith of Jesus' early followers 
was characterized by fearlessness, confidence in Jesus, and love for others.  As a Jesus 
follower, would you say the same about your faith?  Join us for our upcoming series as 
we learn how to be built strong.   

  
  
  

  



_____________________________________________________ 

The Gathering  
  

  

OPENING SONGS   please stand            

Open Up the Heavens  

We've waited for this day, we're gathered in Your name  

Calling out to you  

Your glory like a fire,  awakening desire  

Will burn our hearts with truth  
  

You're the reason we're here  

You're the reason we're singing  
  

Chorus      Open up the heavens, we want to see you  

            Open up the floodgates, a mighty river  

          Flowing from your heart  

             Filling every part of our praise  
  

Your presence in this place, Your glory on our face  

We're looking to the sky  

Descending like a cloud, You're standing with us now  

Lord, unveil our eyes   (Chorus)  
  

Show us, show us Your glory  

Show us, show us Your power  

Show us, show us Your glory, Lord  

Show us, show us Your glory  

Show us, show us Your power  

Show us, show us Your glory, Lord   (Chorus)            

      

  
  



  
  

No Longer Slaves    

You unravel me with a melody  

You surround me with a song  

Of deliverance from my enemies  

'Til all my fears are gone  

  

Chorus    I'm no longer a slave to fear  

                  I am a child of God  

                  I'm no longer a slave to fear  

                  I am a child of God  

  

From my mother's womb  

You have chosen me  

Love has called my name  

I've been born again into Your family  

Your blood flows through my veins   (Chorus) (Chorus)  

  
  

You split the sea so I could walk right through it  

My fears are drowned in perfect love  

You rescued me so I could stand and sing  

I am a child of God   (Repeat)  (Chorus)  
  
  

OPENING PRAYER    
  

L:   Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the       

grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in        

all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and        

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  



  
  
______________________________________________ 
The Word  
  

FIRST LESSON   Acts 4:32-35  

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned 
was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not 
a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them 
and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and 
it was distributed to each as any had need.  
  

  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                     We Are Called                    
  please stand  
  

Come! Live in the light!  

Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! We 

are called to be the light for the kingdom,  to 

live in the freedom of the city of God.  
  

We are called to act with justice,  

We are called to love tenderly; We 

are called to serve one another, To 

walk humbly with God.  
  

GOSPEL   Matthew 10: 16-31  

“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to 
councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you will be dragged before 
governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. 



When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you 
are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not 
you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will 
betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against 
parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my 
name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute 
you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not have gone 
through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. “A disciple is not 
above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the disciple to be 
like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of 
the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! “So 
have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and 
nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in 
the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy 
both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your 
head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 
sparrows.  
  

MESSAGE                                                                                    Fear is Optional | Pastor Rob  
  

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                        None But Jesus  
  

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
  

A: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 

before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.  
  

A: You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, 

so that with one heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with 

power and love. Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  
  



A:   You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, 

refresh your creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing 

moisture to parched land. Give your whole creation the promise of new life.  

Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  
   

A: You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their 

peoples in the ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the 

peace of Christ upon those in authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. 

Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  
  

A: You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power 

of your generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of. Announce your peace 

to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid. Hear us, O God. C: Your 

mercy is great.  
  

A: You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine the 

light of the risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one 

another and our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.  
  

P:   Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith… Hear us, 

O God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  
  

P: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:   Amen.  
  

  
  
  
  



 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

  Our Father, in heaven,     

 hallowed be your name,      your 

kingdom come,      your will be 

done,        on earth as in 

heaven.   

  Give us today our daily bread;   

  Forgive us our sins,      

 as we forgive those   

      who sin against us;   

   Save us from the time of trial,     

   and deliver us from evil.   

  For the kingdom, the power,    and the glory 

are yours,  now and forever.  Amen.  

  
______________________________________________ 
The Sending  
  

BLESSING  

P:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom       

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.  

      The God of life,  

      Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit,       

bless you now and forever.    

C:  Amen.  

  
  
  
  
  
  



CLOSING SONG                                                                                   Forever  

Give thanks to the Lord, our God and King  

His love endures forever  

For He is good, He is above all things  

His love endures forever  

Sing praise, sing praise  
  

With a mighty hand and outstretched arm  

His love endures forever  

For the life that's been reborn  

His love endures forever  
  

Pre-Chorus   Sing praise, sing praise  

                        Sing praise, sing praise  
  

Chorus      Forever, God is faithful  

                   Forever, God is strong  

                   Forever, God is with us  

                   Forever  
  

From the rising to the setting sun  

His love endures forever  

And by the grace of God, we will carry on  

His love endures forever    (Pre-Chorus) (Chorus) (Chorus)                   
  

  

DISMISSAL  
  

L:   Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

C:   Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
  

L:   Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!  

C:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  



  

  
  
______________________________________________ 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL   -    SAVE THE DATE!                                                    
Treasured--Discovering You're Priceless to God!  

July 5-9  from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at Faith Lutheran Church  

Cost : in person $35 (early bird discount, register by 5/31); $40 (after 6/1)              

remote: $15   

  

Treasured VBS takes kids on an epic, faith-filled adventure where they'll discover that they're 

God's greatest treasure! Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy 
songs, play teamwork-building games, make and devour yummy treats, experience one-of-

akind Wild Bible Adventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of God’s love, 
and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all summer long. Plus, kids 

will learn to look for evidence of God all around them through something called God 

Sightings. Each day concludes at Closing Quest that gets everyone involved in living what 

they’ve learned. Registration opens on 4/11!!   Due to COVID we will be offering VBS either 

onsite or online to best suit your family's needs.  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  



  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Pastor Rob Douglas  

DISCOVERINGFAITH.COM  
  

3000 LIBERTY ST. AURORA, IL.  60502 |  (630) 862-3500  |  OFFICE@DISCOVERINGFAITH.COM  


