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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving… 

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

September 5, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are 

hungry to know God better.  We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions.  We’re 

struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors.  We don’t have all the 

answers but we’re growing as we go. 

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives.  In every Sunday 

message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God 

intends for us.  You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the 

joys and challenges of life.  You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here.  There 

are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love. 

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the 

participation of many great people like you.  There’s a place in our vision for you to use your 

unique gifts and talents. 

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES:   WE THE CHURCH  

What is the most important thing about you? What do you value? What matters most? Who 
are you? In this series we tackle these big questions about us as individuals, and about Faith 
as a church. It turns out, whatever you value most, that’s what you organize your life around. 
Join us as we learn to organize our lives around Jesus. 

 
 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

The Gathering 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN                                               Blest Be the Tie That Binds  | ELW #656 
 please stand 

 
 
GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 
 
 
 



KYRIE  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P:     Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and  
         death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people  
         ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ,  
         our healer and Lord.  Amen. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
The Word 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                             Isaiah 35:4-7a 
 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. 
He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save 
you.” 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the 
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the 
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 
SECOND READING                                                                                  Hebrews 10:19-25 

 

Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the 
blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the 
curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house 
of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has 
promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and 
good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   please stand 

 
 
P:      The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7th chapter. 

 

 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                         Mark 7: 24-37 
 

From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house 
and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 
but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about 
him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of 
Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He 
said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under 
the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you 
may go—the demon has left your daughter.” So she went home, found the child 
lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
 

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the 
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who 
had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He 
took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, 
and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and 
said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were 
opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them 



to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed 
it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; 
he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

MESSAGE                                                                                                          In  | Pastor Rob 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                          What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine | ELW #774 
  please stand      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLES CREED  
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

A: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all in need. 

 

A: Holy One, you bring your people together in worship. Enliven your church. 
Guide all evangelists, preachers, prophets, and missionaries who seek to share 
your love through word and deed. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A:   You provide water for thirsty ground and sunshine to feed hungry plants. 
Bless all who advocate for healthy forests, unpolluted air, and clean 
waterways. Inspire all people to show care for the world you have made. Lord, 
in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

 



A: You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders and 
governments to work with one another for the good of our common world. 
Unite us in seeking the health, safety, and dignity of all. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: You accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence or 
persecution, protect any who are in danger, and sustain them through 
uncertain and unstable times. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: You support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the leadership and 
ministries of this congregation. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P:   Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith… Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:   Amen. 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

The Meal 
 

PEACE  
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

 
OFFERING                                                                                             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING  RESPONSE     please stand 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A:       God of abundance, 
           you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
          and manna to rain from the heavens. 
           Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
          Unite them with the offering of our lives 
           to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
           through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P: All who hunger and thirst, come. 
             The table is ready. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION  DISTRIBUTION                         
 

AN INVITATION 
We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.  
We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that 
this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it.  All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of 
God’s love and mercy.  Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray.  Gluten free wafers available at the 
usher stand, please ask an usher to assist you.  



 
 

P:     The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
        His grace. 
C:     Amen. 

 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
        please stand 
 

A:   Lord of life, 
       in the gift of your body and blood 
       you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
       Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
       bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
       in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
   

C:   Amen 
_______________________________________________ 
The Sending 
 

BLESSING  
 

P:  People of God,  you are Christ’s body, 
      bringing new life to a suffering world. 
      The holy Trinity, † one God, 
      bless you now and forever.      
                   

C:  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CLOSING HYMN                                    My God, How Wonderful Thou Art   | ELW #863 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

A:   Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

FIRST LOOK & KIDWERKS ARE BACK! 
 

Our Sunday morning children's ministry program is back with both in-person and virtual 
options this year.  At 9:30am we will meet weekly and you can choose to attend in person 
(with masks) or online.  Whichever suits your family's needs.  Registration is now open  
https://faith.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/8/responses/new 

 
REVOLUTION KICK OFF                                                      Sep 19 | 5:00 PM 
 

Put it on the calendar and get ready for a great new year of outrageous games, extraordinary 
worships, and engaging groups as we gather on Sunday Nights for our Student Ministries.  

Students, 6th-12th grade, are invited to attend this dynamic night of growing as disciples.  

Student ministries meets the first and third Sundays of the month. 

 
ONLINE STUDY GROUP                                             Tuesdays | 7:00 PM 
Discover new ways of connecting with God by understanding how he uniquely created you to 
worship him. As believers in Christ, many of us today fall into the trap of thinking we have to 
approach God in a certain way. But our Creator made us all unique, and he designed us to 
connect with him in our own ways. For some, this might look like quiet contemplation. 
Others express praise through caregiving or theological discussions. It's important to 
discover the particular pathway that will best help you to experience God's presence. 
Bestselling author and speaker Gary Thomas reveals nine distinct spiritual temperaments to 
give you insight into how you naturally worship and how your personal walk with God might 
look different from those around you.  For more information, please contact Pastor Rob-  
pastor@discoveringfaith.com  

 
COMPASSION WEEKEND                                        Sept 10-12, 2021 
 

Compassion Weekend is all about caring for each other. All around us, people are hurting. 
They are tired, worn down and lonely. God cares deeply about the real-life challenges of real 
people in our neighborhoods. We serve each other as an extension of that compassion. 
There is no hidden agenda or secret motive. For this one weekend, we set aside our regular 
weekend services and activities simply to serve those around us. We want to invite you to 
join us! You can make a difference in the lives of others around us. 

 
 
 

mailto:pastor@discoveringfaith.com


COMPASSION WEEKEND SERVICE             Sep 12 | 9:30 AM 
 

Due to the Compassion Weekend event we will be having an outdoor service on Sunday Sept. 

12th.  Please join us as we combine our services into one amazing worship experience! 

 
UPDATED COVID GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
Below are guidelines we ask all onsite participants to follow.  These will be revised 
periodically as CDC guidelines continue to evolve. 
 

1.  Masks are required at all times while in the building, regardless of vaccination status.  If 
you are ill, been exposed, or at risk, please continue to worship with us online. 

2. Seating will be identified with space for social distancing blocked off.  If you are the first to  
     sit in your pew, please choose the center seating option to avoid “climbing” over one  
     another. 
 

3. Musicians, singers, and worship leaders will be following CDC guidelines.  If you are fully  
     vaccinated, feel free to fully participate in singing and prayer.   Otherwise, the  
     congregation may pray the words of our songs or hum along, but please do not sing.   
     According to the CDC, if not vaccinated, singing has a greater risk of dispersing droplets. 
 

4.  Nursery has resumed operation. 
 

5.  Fellowship in the Café has resumed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    

            Pastor Rob Douglas  
DISCOVERINGFAITH.COM 
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