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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving… 

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

July 23, 2023 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are 

hungry to know God better.  We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions.  We’re 

struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors.  We don’t have all the 

answers but we’re growing as we go. 

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives.  In every Sunday 

message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God 

intends for us.  You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the 

joys and challenges of life.  You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here.  There 

are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love. 

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the 

participation of many great people like you.  There’s a place in our vision for you to use your 

unique gifts and talents. 

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES:   BIG QUESTIONS 
We all have questions about God, but many of us have been given unhelpful—or even 
wrong—answers along the way. It's possible that a false view of God may be keeping you 
from a deeper faith. In this series, we will tackle the three questions most everyone has 
about God.  
 
 

 
 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

The Gathering 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN                                                Lord of All Hopefulness  | ELW #765 
please stand 

 
GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 
 



KYRIE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
 



 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P: Let us pray, 

             Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with 
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your 
kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
______________________________________________ 
The Word 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                                 Isaiah 44:6-8 
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I am 
the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me? Let them 
proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from 
of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. Do not fear, or be 
afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is 
there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 
 
SECOND READING                                     Romans 8:12-25 
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to 
the flesh— for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, 
 

 
 
 



and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we 
suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to 
be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of 
the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will 
but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be 
set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor 
pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of 
our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   please stand 

 
 
P:      The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 6th chapter. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL                                                                                                 Matthew 6: 5-13 
“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you pray, 
go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. “When you are praying, do not 
heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard 
because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what 
you need before you ask him. 
 

“Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And 
do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one. 
 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 
MESSAGE                                   Who Is God  | Pastor Rob 

                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                                   Blessed Assurance | ELW #638 
please stand  

 

 
 



APOSTLES CREED  
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

A: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for 
the church, those in need, and all of creation. 

 

A: O God, you call your church to announce the gospel of reconciliation and truth 
both near and far. Guide your church as it seeks your wisdom and shares it, 
trusting your Spirit bearing witness among us. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A:  You brought forth all creation and called it good. Direct policymakers to 
protect lands and seas. Bring rain to sun-parched fields and protect areas 
impacted by natural disasters. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

 



A: You desire peace among nations and peoples. Guard our neighborhoods from 
hatred, watch over police officers and firefighters, and teach us to advocate 
for those who live in fear. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: You are gracious and merciful, comforting those who suffer any affliction. 
Sustain your people living with HIV/ AIDS, provide shelter for all who are 
unhoused, and release any who are unjustly imprisoned. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: You name each of us as your children. Guide our hospitality ministry to 
welcome all, our education ministry to equip us for faithful living, and our 
social ministry to enact the gospel in our community. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P:   Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith… Hear us, 
O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of 
the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C:   Amen. 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

The Meal 
 

PEACE  
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

 
OFFERING                                                                                             
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
OFFERING  RESPONSE     please stand 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A:    God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
         you are the giver of all good things. 
         Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 
         and multiply your graciousness in us, 
         that the world may be fed with your love, 
         through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:     Amen. 

 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P:     All people are called to Christ’s table. 
         Come, eat what is good. 
C:     Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION  DISTRIBUTION                         
 

AN INVITATION 
We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.  
We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that 
this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it.  All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of 
God’s love and mercy.  Apple/Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray.  Gluten free wafers available at 
the usher stand, please ask an usher to assist you.  



 
 

P:     The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
        His grace. 
C:     Amen. 

 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
        please stand 
 

A:   We thank you, generous God, 
       for the refreshment we have received 
       at your banquet table. 
       Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
       through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
       Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
   

C:   Amen 
 

_______________________________________________ 
The Sending 
 

BLESSING  
 

P:   The God who calls across the cosmos 
       and speaks in the smallest seed 
      † bless, keep, and sustain you 
       now and to the end of the age. 
C:  Amen. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN                                                       Let All Things Now Living| ELW #881 
please stand 

 
 
 



DISMISSAL 
 

A:   Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to Faith! 
We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today!  Have questions about Faith? 
Wondering how to get connected or get more involved? We'd love to help. No matter where 
you are in life or how many times you've visited, we're here to guide you towards your next 
best step. Stop by the welcome center located near the main entrance. If this is your first 
time at Faith, let us know, we’ve got a special gift just for you! 
 
BLOOD DRIVE                                                                         Sat 8/5 | 9:00AM 
We will be hosting a Blood Drive on Sat, August 5 from 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM in the auditorium.  
There will be snacks and more!  Download the flyer from the Faith website 
discoveringfaith.com for complete details, including how to schedule an appointment.  Thank 
you! 

 
DOWNTOWN ALIVE!                                        Concert  at RiverEdge in Aurora | 8:00 PM 
Stayin’ Alive    Sat 8/5    $20  
 

We're gathering inside the park in the grass closer to the river. We'll be flying red balloons to 
make it easier to find us. Tickets must be purchased at RiverEdge Park website. All general 
admission. No seating provided. Gates open at 6:00 PM. Come join us! 

 
REVOLUTION Game Night                           Sun 8/6  | 5:00 PM 
Revolution will be having a Game Night on Aug 6th- SAVE the DATE!   Be sure to drop it in your 
calendar, and invite your friends! 

 
FAITH LUAU FUNDRAISER                                                 Sat 8/12 | 5:00 PM 
Adults (21+) are invited to attend the Faith Luau!  Wear your fun Hawaiian themed attire, eat 
some great food, listen to some great music & have FUN!  Cost is $15/person or $25/couple. 
Funds go to support the ministries of Faith. 

 
FAITHFEST XV CELEBRATION                                                                        Sun 8/20| 10:30 AM 
 

Faith turns 15 years old in August, and we’re throwing a party to celebrate. Join us following 
our outdoor worship service for Faithfest XV.  We’ll be celebrating from 10:30 – 12:00PM with 
food, fun & fellowship featuring: Live Music, Bouncy Houses, Bags Tournament, and more! 
BYOC – Bring Your Own Chair.  Sign up at the welcome center or online at 
www.discoveringfaith.com/faithfestxv 

 



 
KIDWERKS Summer Schedule                                                                    Sundays at 9:30am 
     July: 30 
     August 13 & 27                                 
 

We will continue to meet this summer every other week in the auditorium. Join us for a 
summer of fun and learning!  To register go to discoveringfaith.com or for more information 
please contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com  

 
 
 
Giving at Faith!  As Easy as Click & Give 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace irrational generosity.  We know it 
changes lives—ours and the people we’re reaching. At Faith, taking action 
on your generosity is simple.  Just scan the QR code with your camera and 

give.  Simple, safe, and secure.   
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers 

If you would like to add someone to our prayer list and have the prayer team pray for them, 
please contact the church office at (630) 862-3500 or send an e-mail  
prayerteam@discoveringfaith.com 

Prayer concerns will be listed for four weeks unless otherwise noted. 
 

Care 

If you know of someone who is in need of emotional, physical, or spiritual support, please 
contact our care team at: careteam@discoveringfaith.com 
  

Pastoral Emergency 

In the case of an emergency that requires immediate Pastoral Care, please contact Pastor 
Rob directly on his cell phone at (630) 248-5515. 
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