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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving… 

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

April 18, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are 

hungry to know God better.  We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions.  We’re 

struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors.  We don’t have all the 

answers but we’re growing as we go. 

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives.  In every Sunday 

message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God 

intends for us.  You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the 

joys and challenges of life.  You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here.  There 

are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love. 

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the 

participation of many great people like you.  There’s a place in our vision for you to use your 

unique gifts and talents. 

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES:   BUILT STRONG 
Uncertainty is unavoidable. Being fearful is optional.  The faith of Jesus' early followers 
was characterized by fearlessness, confidence in Jesus, and love for others.  As a Jesus 
follower, would you say the same about your faith?  Join us for our upcoming series as 
we learn how to be built strong.  

 
 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

The Gathering 
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

OPENING HYMN                                                          Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!  | ELW #380 
 please stand 

 
 



GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,   
the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

 
KYRIE  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P: Let us pray, 

             Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to 
be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as 
witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.   Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



_______________________________________________ 
The Word 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                                Acts 3:12-19 
 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned 
was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not 
a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them 
and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and 
it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                      Hebrews 12: 1-2 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   please stand 

 
 
 
 
 



P:      The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter. 

 

 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                      Luke 24:36b-48 
 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that 
they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do 
doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. 
Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While 
in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you 
anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and 
ate in their presence. Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that 
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
MESSAGE                                                                                  Fix Your Focus | Pastor Rob 
 

 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                                        Jesus, Priceless Treasure  | ELW #775 
  please stand      

 
 



APOSTLES CREED  
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

A: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

 

A: Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and 
wondering. Open our hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so 
that the church embodies repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to 
all nations. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A:   Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your 
love and delight. Heal your creation where it is in need of restoration. Provide 
all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and sustainable home. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 



A: God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on 
you for guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ 
and give your lovingkindness to national, state, and local leaders of people. 
Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their 
distress. Grant to those who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse 
them back to health and wholeness. Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear 
us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the 
children of God. Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will 
become more and more like you in our mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, 
O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P:   Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith… Hear us, 
O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:   Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 
 

_______________________________________________ 
The Sending 
 

BLESSING  
 

P:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
      to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
      The God of life, 
      Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, 
      bless you now and forever. 
                   

C:  Amen. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN                                                                 How Great Thou Art | ELW #856 

 



DISMISSAL 
 

A:   Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:   Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

A:   Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL   -    SAVE THE DATE!                                                   
Treasured--Discovering You're Priceless to God! 
July 5-9  from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at Faith Lutheran Church 
Cost : in person $35 (early bird discount, register by 5/31); $40 (after 6/1)  
            remote: $15  
 

Treasured VBS takes kids on an epic, faith-filled adventure where they'll discover that they're 
God's greatest treasure! Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy 
songs, play teamwork-building games, make and devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-
kind Wild Bible Adventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of God’s love, and 
test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all summer long. Plus, kids will 
learn to look for evidence of God all around them through something called God Sightings. 
Each day concludes at Closing Quest that gets everyone involved in living what they’ve 
learned. Due to COVID we will be offering VBS either onsite or online to best suit your 
family's needs. 

 

REVOLUTION                                     Sundays | 5:00 PM 
 

We have returned to onsite Revolution and meet tonight at 5:00pm.  Student are asked to 
mask and social distance and we will continue to make all our gatherings available online as 
well.  We'll start with our large group and then break out into middle & high school groups 
and conclude at 6:15pm.  If you have any questions regarding our reopening of student 
ministries please  contact Pastor Rob.  
 

KIDWERKS LIVE 2.0  - Now Meeting Onsite AND Online! 
 

We are thrilled to announce that we are welcoming our youngest faith followers back on-site 
after a long year off!  Kidwerks Live 2.0 is happening every Sunday @ 9:15am in the 
auditorium and online for those who wish to participate from home!  For more information, 
please contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com  
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            Pastor Rob Douglas  
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