Second Sunday of Easter
8:00 am worship service



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving...

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

April 7,2024

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are
hungry to know God better. We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions. We’re
struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors. We don’t have all the
answers but we’re growing as we go.

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives. In every Sunday
message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God
intends for us. You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the
joys and challenges of life. You'll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here. There
are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love.

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the
participation of many great people like you. There’s a place in our vision for you to use your
unique gifts and talents.

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES: CLIMATE CHANGE

Every relationship has a climate, sunny, stormy, or even icy. And the current climate dictates
the forecast. The problem is that many of us are unaware of the emotional climates we carry
around with us. Join us we will discover how we affect the emotional climate when we arrive
home or step into a meeting at work, and we will look at three of the most significant climate
shapers in any relationship.



The Gathering

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN

please stand

Thine Is the Glory | ELW #376
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GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection.
By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the
resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.



The Word

FIRST READING Genesis 4: 1-9
Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “l have
produced a man with the help of the Lord.” Next she bore his brother Abel. Now
Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a tiller of the ground.

In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the
ground, and Abel for his part brought of the firstlings of his flock, their fat
portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his
offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.

The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your countenance fallen?
If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is lurking at
the door; its desire is for you, but you must master it.”

Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let us go out to the field.” And when they were in
the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel, and killed him.

Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”” He said, “l do not know;
am | my brother’s keeper?”

SECOND READING 1John 1:1-2:2
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life— this life was revealed, and we have seen it and
testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was
revealed to us— we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with
his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light
and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him
while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk
in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.



If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If
we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a

liar, and his word is not in us.

My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;
and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the

sins of the whole world.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION please stand
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GOSPEL John 20:19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, ““Peace be with you.” After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so | send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the
Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and
my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.”
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
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HYMN OF THE DAY Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me | ELW #623
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APOSTLES CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for
the church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A: Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples,
draw near to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is
renewed and we witness to your love. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops,
wildflowers, and all growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and
others who tend the soil and nurture plants into life. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.



: Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters,
paramedics, and other first responders to work for the well-being of
communities and the dignity of every person, that no one may need to live in
fear. God of grace,

: hear our prayer.

: Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for
justice, for an end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all
are fed and safe. We pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain. God of grace,
: hear our prayer.

: Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons,
musicians, and other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy
Week and Easter worship. Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of
us to serve. God of grace,

: hear our prayer.

P: Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith... God of

grace,
: hear our prayer.

: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living
Lord.

: Amen.

The Meal

PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING



OFFERING RESPONSE  please stand
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Risen One,
you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here
be signs of your abiding love.
Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
C: Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Therisen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.
C:  Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

AN INVITATION
We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.
We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that
this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it. All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of
God’s love and mercy. Apple/Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray. Gluten free wafers available at
the usher stand, please ask an usher to assist you.
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P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
His grace.
C: Amen.
f) I [e— y
Y | | | | | | Y |
f J ’]I | | |
ANALY. ! ! 1 | | ! _d_
Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.

N . .
- P ! = ; I I ;
| I | | I
Q) | | | | ! i
Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
N ; . .
I e ! I ; . '
= -_—
Y : e
He re-calls his prom-is - es and leads his peo-ple forth in joy with
N ; . .
A I P ! —— : : :
AN J I i * I I I I i i— Ld_d\—/il z
shouts of thanks-giv- ing. Al-le - In - ija. Al-le - In - ia.



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A:

please stand

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen

The Sending
BLESSING

P:
C

P:

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

1 bless you now and always.

: Amen.



CLOSING HYMN

You Servants of God | ELW #825

1
I

+ ! | | l +
; 1 — dl t 4 4:41 ; —t
| S —t—¢ —— . *—325'_; ‘
I You ser-vants of God, your Mas-ter pro-claim, and pub-lish a -
2 As-cend-ed on high, al - might-y to save, yet still he is
3 Sal - va-tion to God who sits on the throne! Let all cry a -
4 Then let ws a - dore and give him his night, all glo-ry and
$:4 . , » 5 s . _—
- . 8 = *f 2 s .3
7 ‘ r 1 1 1 L) ! 1 ‘ 1
| T T i I
} i . % | | |
e B T T I e R I R R i 4
=
broad his won - der - ful name; the name, all - vic - to-rious, of
nigh, his pres -ence we  have. The great con-gre - ga - tion his
loud and hon - or the Son. The prais-es of Je - sus the
pow'r and  wis - dom and wmight, all hon-or and  bless-ing, with
G R o .
: P e e e
. z > 1 | G 3 1 | d | | 3
I | 1] 1] I 1 I I 1
I M | 3 | | ! h | }
‘ 1 : i - { } ; 1 1 11 > i1 1 {
| q 1 3 (] d
&":”J S e S e e s v e e 5 O
Je - sus ex - tol;  his king-dom is glo-nous and rules o - ver all!
tri-umph shall sing, as - crib - ing sal - va-tion to  Je - sus, our King!
an-gels pro-claim, fall down on their fac - es, and  wor-ship the Lamb.
an-gels  a - bove, and thanks nev -er ceas-ing, and in - fin -ite love!
| & ] | % l‘
Vs 8 2 . e 23 "
< 1 1 1 1 ‘ | L y 1 a-3-~]
T 1 1 I

I

DISMISSAL

I s I = I

A: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
C: Thanks be to God.



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to Faith!

We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! Have questions about Faith?
Wondering how to get connected or get more involved? We'd love to help. No matter where
you are in life or how many times you've visited, we're here to guide you towards your next
best step. Stop by the welcome center located near the main entrance. If this is your first
time at Faith, let us know, we’ve got a special gift just for you!

MOM’S GROUP: A Moment for Mom Sat 4/13 | 10:00 AM
We are hosting moms of children infants-elementary school to come together for a time of
learning, laughter, and treats. Take a moment to connect with other moms, while enjoying a
yummy breakfast, hearing from a knowledgeable speaker on topics related to parenting, and
building your mom village along the way. Our group meets the 2nd Saturday of each month,
through May, 10:00 AM - 12:15 PM. For more information about our guest speaker and topic
lineup, and to register for events, please visit www.discoveringfaith.com/amomentformom.

ADULT ONLINE STUDY GROUP Begins 4/16 | 7:00 PM
Desperate for Hope

Have you ever asked, Why am | going through this? What if this never gets better? Does God

really care about me? When life falls apart, it’s easy to feel alone and slip into despair—

disillusioned with God, hopeless about the future, and doubting your faith.

In this 7-week online study, we tackle the hard questions and offer a scriptural framework to
help find hope in our pain. Vaneetha Risner (through video) will be a gracious guide through
this difficult topic, walking with us as we meet women in the Bible who suffered loss, and
sharing her own experiences of longing and grief. In the end, we'll find that the answers to
our deepest questions can be found in the character, goodness, and sovereignty of God.

This 7-week online study will be facilitated by Becky Marchiando. Please register online or at
the welcome center so that we may send you Zoom credentials required to participate. Come
join us!

KIDWERKS Sundays at 9:30 AM
Join us as we dive into learning about new virtues each month through stories from the bible
so that we can grow in our understanding and relationship with God. For more information
please contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com



http://www.discoveringfaith.com/amomentformom
mailto:jenn@discoveringfaith.com

REVOLUTION Sundays | 5:00 PM
On Sunday Nights at Faith, we’ve created an event that attracts middle & high school
students just like you. After all, we figure you want to be wherever your friends are. We
make this time as fun and relevant as we possibly can. The goal is for you to leave feeling
energized to go out there and tackle another week!

NEXT Sun 4/21 | 9:00 & 10:30 AM
If you've ever wondered how to get involved at Faith, or how to take the next step, don't
worry. We've created a simple next step for you. It's a small gathering called NEXT. This
informal gathering lasts only about 20 minutes after services and will provide you an
overview of our mission, strategy, and environments to help you determine your best next
step for continuing your faith journey. Meets fireside

VBS -Scuba 7/8 - 7/12[24 | 9:00 AM
Join us at Scuba VBS, where kids will dive deep into an amazing undersea adventure where
they’ll experience the ever-flowing, never-ending love of God. At Scuba VBS, kids will be
immersed in the Word and discover what living water is really all about! Kids participate in
memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, make
and devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible Adventures, collect Bible Memory
Buddies to remind them of God’s love, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home
and play with all summer long. For more information contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com or
register online at discoveringfaith.com

Giving at Faith! As Easy as Click & Give

As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace irrational generosity. We know it
changes lives—ours and the people we’re reaching. At Faith, taking action
on your generosity is simple. Just scan the QR code with your camera and
give. Simple, safe, and secure.




Prayers

If you would like to add someone to our prayer list and have the prayer team pray for them,
please contact the church office at (630) 862-3500 or send an e-

mail prayerteam(@discoveringfaith.com

Prayer concerns will be listed for four weeks unless otherwise noted.

Care
If you know of someone who is in need of emotional, physical, or spiritual support, please
contact our care team at: careteam@discoveringfaith.com

Pastoral Emergency
In the case of an emergency that requires immediate Pastoral Care, please contact Pastor
Rob directly on his cell phone at (630) 248-5515.
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