Third Sunday of Easter
8:00 am worship service



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving...

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

April 14, 2024

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are
hungry to know God better. We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions. We’re
struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors. We don’t have all the
answers but we’re growing as we go.

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives. In every Sunday
message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God
intends for us. You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the
joys and challenges of life. You'll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here. There
are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love.

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the
participation of many great people like you. There’s a place in our vision for you to use your
unique gifts and talents.

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES: CLIMATE CHANGE

Every relationship has a climate, sunny, stormy, or even icy. And the current climate dictates
the forecast. The problem is that many of us are unaware of the emotional climates we carry
around with us. Join us we will discover how we affect the emotional climate when we arrive
home or step into a meeting at work, and we will look at three of the most significant climate
shapers in any relationship.



The Gathering

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN
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Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! | ELW #380
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GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to
be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as
witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.



The Word

FIRST READING Acts 3:12-19
When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder
at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had
made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the
God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you
rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you,
and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are
witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong,
whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this
perfect health in the presence of all of you. “And now, friends, | know that you
acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had
foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out,

SECOND READING Philippians 3: 3-8
For it is we who are the circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and boast
in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh—

even though |, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If anyone else has
reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains | had, these | have
come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, | regard everything as
loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake
| have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that |
may gain Christ



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION please stand
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GOSPEL Luke 24: 36b-48
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to
them, ‘“Peace be with you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that
they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do
doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is | myself.
Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that |
have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While
in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ““Have you
anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and
ate in their presence. Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to
you while | was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
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MESSAGE Unstable Climate | Pastor Rob



HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, Priceless Treasure | ELW #775
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APOSTLES CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for
the church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A: O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the holy meal
that is the body and blood of Jesus given for us, lead us to share all that we
have, and find, in generosity, abundant life. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, bring water to
parched places, and protect the climate, that this planet would sustain life in
all its variety. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.



: O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all human
knowledge. Instruct lawmakers, judges, and elected officials to make
decisions grounded in your justice and care for all people. God of grace,
: hear our prayer.

: O God our elder, you care for all your children. Encourage those who are in
times of transition, facing the loss of old ways and routines and anticipating
change. Guide those who journey in grief, hope, and uncertainty. God of grace,
: hear our prayer.

: O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to remember
our identity and purpose in our ministry. Move us to love our neighbors as
ourselves and to share in beloved community. God of grace,

: hear our prayer.

P: Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith... God of

grace,
: hear our prayer.

: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living
Lord.

: Amen.

The Meal

PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING



OFFERING RESPONSE  please stand
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Risen One,
you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here
be signs of your abiding love.
Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
C: Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Therisen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.
C:  Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

AN INVITATION
We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.
We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that
this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it. All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of
God’s love and mercy. Apple/Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray. Gluten free wafers available at
the usher stand, please ask an usher to assist you.
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P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A:

please stand

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen

The Sending
BLESSING

P:
C

P:

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

1 bless you now and always.

: Amen.



CLOSING HYMN

How Great Thou Art | ELW #856
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DISMISSAL

A: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
C: Thanks be to God.



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to Faith!

We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! Have questions about Faith?
Wondering how to get connected or get more involved? We'd love to help. No matter where
you are in life or how many times you've visited, we're here to guide you towards your next
best step. Stop by the welcome center located near the main entrance. If this is your first
time at Faith, let us know, we’ve got a special gift just for you!

ADULT ONLINE STUDY GROUP Begins 4/16 | 7:00 PM
Desperate for Hope

Have you ever asked, Why am | going through this? What if this never gets better? Does God

really care about me? When life falls apart, it’s easy to feel alone and slip into despair—

disillusioned with God, hopeless about the future, and doubting your faith.

This 7-week online study will be facilitated by Becky Marchiando. Please register online or at
the welcome center so that we may send you Zoom credentials required to participate. Come
join us!

HESED HOUSE SERVING EVENT Wed 4/17 | 6:30 PM
We will need roughly 5 to 10 volunteers to help with meal setup, serving, and cleanup.
Volunteers can conveniently signup online or at the welcome center. All that's needed is a
serving heart. Sign up today! If you have questions about Faith's Hesed House ministry,
please reach out to the ministry team at hesedhouse@discoveringfaith.com.

CUBS WRIGLEY TOUR Sat 4/27 | 11:00 AM
Faith's Community Life team is pleased to be hosting a Chicago Cubs / Wrigley Field Tour,
Saturday, April 27, 2024 and you are invited! We are taking a tour bus from Faith Lutheran
Church down to Wrigley Field where our very own Roger Schnorr will provide a 90 minute
walking tour of the friendly confines.

Everyone must purchase a ticket online and ride the bus to and from Wrigley Field. There are
no refunds. Price is $65.00 per person. Price includes the bus, tour, and light appetizers at
Murphy’s Bleachers. Any other purchases (including alcohol) are on your own.

Please see website for all details and link to purchase a ticket. www.discoveringfaith.com



NEXT Sun 4/21 | 9:00 & 10:30 AM
If you've ever wondered how to get involved at Faith, or how to take the next step, don't
worry. We've created a simple next step for you. It's a small gathering called NEXT. This
informal gathering lasts only about 20 minutes after services and will provide you an
overview of our mission, strategy, and environments to help you determine your best next
step for continuing your faith journey. Meets fireside

LAUGH ALL NIGHT COMEDY CONCERT Sat May 4 | 7:00 PM
A Free Comedy Event for the Entire Family

Join us for a night laughter and outrageous fun as Faith’s Community Life team hosts “Laugh
All Night Comedy Concert” featuring comedian, Rik Roberts, from Nashville, TN. This free
comedy event is for the entire family and will be held in the auditorium. An offering will be
received benefiting New Missions.

MOM'’S GROUP: A Moment for Mom Sat 5/11 | 10:00 AM
We are hosting moms of children infants-elementary school to come together for a time of
learning, laughter, and treats. Take a moment to connect with other moms, while enjoying a
yummy breakfast, hearing from a knowledgeable speaker on topics related to parenting, and
building your mom village along the way. Our group meets the 2nd Saturday of each month,
through May, 10:00 AM - 12:15 PM. For more information about our guest speaker and topic
lineup, and to register for events, please visit www.discoveringfaith.com/amomentformom.

VBS -Scuba 7/8 - 7/12[24 | 9:00 AM
Join us at Scuba VBS, where kids will dive deep into an amazing undersea adventure where
they’ll experience the ever-flowing, never-ending love of God. At Scuba VBS, kids will be
immersed in the Word and discover what living water is really all about! Kids participate in
memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, make
and devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible Adventures, collect Bible Memory
Buddies to remind them of God’s love, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home
and play with all summer long. For more information contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com or
register online at discoveringfaith.com

KIDWERKS Sundays at 9:30 AM
Join us as we dive into learning about new virtues each month through stories from the bible
so that we can grow in our understanding and relationship with God. For more information
please contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com



http://www.discoveringfaith.com/amomentformom
mailto:jenn@discoveringfaith.com

REVOLUTION Sundays | 5:00 PM
On Sunday Nights at Faith, we’ve created an event that attracts middle & high school
students just like you. After all, we figure you want to be wherever your friends are. We
make this time as fun and relevant as we possibly can. The goal is for you to leave feeling
energized to go out there and tackle another week!

Giving at Faith! As Easy as Click & Give
As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace irrational generosity. We know it

changes lives—ours and the people we’re reaching. At Faith, taking action
on your generosity is simple. Just scan the QR code with your camera and

give. Simple, safe, and secure.




Prayers

If you would like to add someone to our prayer list and have the prayer team pray for them,
please contact the church office at (630) 862-3500 or send an e-

mail prayerteam(@discoveringfaith.com

Prayer concerns will be listed for four weeks unless otherwise noted.

Care
If you know of someone who is in need of emotional, physical, or spiritual support, please
contact our care team at: careteam@discoveringfaith.com

Pastoral Emergency
In the case of an emergency that requires immediate Pastoral Care, please contact Pastor
Rob directly on his cell phone at (630) 248-5515.
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