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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving… 

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

June 25, 2023 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are 

hungry to know God better.  We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions.  We’re 

struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors.  We don’t have all the 

answers but we’re growing as we go. 

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives.  In every Sunday 

message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God 

intends for us.  You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the 

joys and challenges of life.  You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here.  There 

are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love. 

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the 

participation of many great people like you.  There’s a place in our vision for you to use your 

unique gifts and talents. 

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES:   Amazing Stories 
Join us for our series entitled, “Amazing Stories,” where over the next few weeks, we’re 
going to be looking at some of the more famous stories in the Bible. We’ll journey with Noah, 
stand with David, consider Joseph’s wardrobe, and watch God restore a man named 
Naaman. Our hope is that you don’t just see these stories as cute children’s stories, but as 
amazing stories of our amazing God. 

 
 

 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

The Gathering 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN                                                       Rise up, O Saints of God!  | ELW #669 
please stand 

 
 
GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 
 



KYRIE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P: Let us pray, 

             Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not 
to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not 
to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of 
knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

             Amen. 

 
______________________________________________ 
The Word 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                  1 Samuel 17: 8-11,24 
He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come out to draw up 
for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man 
for yourselves, and let him come down to me. If he is able to fight with me and kill 
me, then we will be your servants; but if I prevail against him and kill him, then 
you shall be our servants and serve us.” And the Philistine said, “Today I defy the 
ranks of Israel! Give me a man, that we may fight together.” When Saul and all 
Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 
All the Israelites, when they saw the man, fled from him and were very much 
afraid. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING                                                                                Romans 6:1b-11 
What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may 
abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not 
know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too 
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that 
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and 
we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But 
if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know 
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive 
to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   please stand 

 
 
P:      The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 10th chapter. 

 
 

 
 



GOSPEL                                                                                              Matthew 10:24-39 
“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough for 
the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called 
the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 
household! “So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be 
uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in 
the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the 
housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather 
fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold 
for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 
And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of 
more value than many sparrows. “Everyone therefore who acknowledges me 
before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever 
denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. “Do not 
think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a 
daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake will find it. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 
MESSAGE                                                                                  Fighting Fear | Pastor Rob 
 

 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                                   Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises  | ELW #535 
please stand  

 
 



APOSTLES CREED  
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

A: Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 
 

A: You entice your church to speak truth that challenges false notions of peace. 
Prevail upon us with the good news of Christ’s death and resurrection, that we 
are compelled to share the gospel with all the world. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A:  Under your watch not even a sparrow goes unnoticed. Safeguard plant and 
animal habitats threatened by melting glaciers, rising oceans, and receding 
coastlines. Amplify the voices of those calling for responsible stewardship of 
the earth’s resources. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

 



A: Our world is enduring violence and destruction. Rescue your people in nations 
experiencing conflict or crisis. Thwart the efforts of those who sow chaos and 
terror, and guide those working to bring about peace and reconciliation. God, 
in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: You have counted even the hairs of our heads. Reassure anyone experiencing 
poverty, homelessness, unemployment, or exploitation that every life has 
value. Look favorably upon all who struggle. Answer us, for your steadfast 
love is good. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Even when we experience rejection your love invites us to new life. Lift up 
anyone who feels shunned or excluded on account of their gender, race, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, or any other human 
distinction. Make your people one. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P:   Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith… God, in 
your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
C:   Amen. 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

The Meal 
 

PEACE  
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

 
OFFERING                                                                                             
 

 
 
 



 
 
OFFERING  RESPONSE     please stand 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A:    God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
         you are the giver of all good things. 
         Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 
         and multiply your graciousness in us, 
         that the world may be fed with your love, 
         through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:     Amen. 

 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P:     All people are called to Christ’s table. 
         Come, eat what is good. 
C:     Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION  DISTRIBUTION                         
 

AN INVITATION 
We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.  
We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that 
this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it.  All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of 
God’s love and mercy.  Apple/Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray.  Gluten free wafers available at 
the usher stand, please ask an usher to assist you.  



 
 

P:     The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
        His grace. 
C:     Amen. 

 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
        please stand 
 

A:   We thank you, generous God, 
       for the refreshment we have received 
       at your banquet table. 
       Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
       through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
       Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
   

C:   Amen 
 

_______________________________________________ 
The Sending 
 

BLESSING  
 

P:   The God who calls across the cosmos 
       and speaks in the smallest seed 
      † bless, keep, and sustain you 
       now and to the end of the age. 
C:  Amen. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN                                                          I Love to Tell the Story  | ELW #661 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

A:   Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to Faith! 
We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today!  Have questions about Faith? 
Wondering how to get connected or get more involved? We'd love to help. No matter where 
you are in life or how many times you've visited, we're here to guide you towards your next 
best step. Stop by the welcome center located near the main entrance. If this is your first 
time at Faith, let us know, we’ve got a special gift just for you! 
 

VBS  -Stellar                                               7/10 - 7/14 | 9:00 AM 
Join us at Stellar VBS, where we'll explore rugged moonscapes, colorful constellations, and 
lunar landers as we dig into God’s great love! Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning 
activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, make and devour yummy treats, 
experience one-of-a-kind Bible Adventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of 
God’s love, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all summer long. 
For more information contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com or register online at 
discoveringfaith.com 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

• The children's ministry team is looking for volunteers to join us for VBS this summer, 
July 10-14. We are looking for both teen and adult volunteers for the week. Please 
contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com if you're interested in serving this summer! 

  

 
DOWNTOWN ALIVE!                                        Concerts at RiverEdge in Aurora | 8:00 PM 
7th Heaven     Fri  7/7     $2 through May 31, $5 after May 31 
Stayin’ Alive    Sat 8/5       $12 through May 31, $20 after May 31 
 

We're gathering inside the park in the grass closer to the river. We'll be flying red balloons to 
make it easier to find us. Tickets must be purchased at RiverEdge Park website. All general 
admission. No seating provided. Gates open at 6:00 PM. Come join us! 

 
 
KIDWERKS Summer Schedule                                                                    Sundays at 9:30am 
     July: 2, 16 & 30 
     August 13 & 27                                 
 

We will continue to meet this summer every other week in the auditorium. Join us for a 
summer of fun and learning!  To register go to discoveringfaith.com or for more information 
please contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com  



 
REVOLUTION Summer Schedule     Sundays at 5:00 PM 
Join us for outrageous games, extraordinary worships, and engaging groups.  We'll gather at 
the church Sunday nights for our Student Ministries.  We'll start with our large group and 
then break out into middle & high school groups.  We'll conclude at 6:30 PM. 
 

Revolution is meeting each Sunday through the summer:  June 25 through August 6 
 

NEXT                                  Sun 7/16 | 9:00 & 10:30 AM 
If you've ever wondered how to get involved at Faith, or how to take the next step, don't 
worry.  We've created a simple next step for you.  It's a small gathering we call NEXT.  This 
informal gathering lasts only about 20 minutes.  It will provide you an overview of our 
mission, strategy, and environments to help you determine your best next step for 
continuing your faith journey.  Meets fireside at the church after each service. 

 
 
Giving at Faith!  As Easy as Click & Give 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace irrational generosity.  We know it 
changes lives—ours and the people we’re reaching. At Faith, taking action 
on your generosity is simple.  Just scan the QR code with your camera and 

give.  Simple, safe, and secure.   
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