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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving… 

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

August 8, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are 

hungry to know God better.  We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions.  We’re 

struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors.  We don’t have all the 

answers but we’re growing as we go. 

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives.  In every Sunday 

message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God 

intends for us.  You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the 

joys and challenges of life.  You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here.  There 

are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love. 

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the 

participation of many great people like you.  There’s a place in our vision for you to use your 

unique gifts and talents. 

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES:   FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, 
let us keep in step with the Spirit. We’ll be looking at ways to allow the spirit to cultivate 
these virtues in our lives. 

 

 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

The Gathering 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN                                            Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty  | ELW #533 
 please stand 

 
 
 



GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 
KYRIE  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P:     Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the  
         world. Fill us with such a knowledge of his presence that we may be  
         strengthened and sustained by his risen life to serve you continually, through  
         Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

_______________________________________________ 
The Word 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                              Proverbs 9:1-6 
 

Wisdom has built her house,  she has hewn her seven pillars. 
She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, 
she has also set her table. 
She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls from the highest places in the town, 
“You that are simple, turn in here!” 
To those without sense she says, “Come, eat of my bread 
and drink of the wine I have mixed. 
Lay aside immaturity, and live, and walk in the way of insight.” 

 



SECOND READING                                                                                  Ephesians 5:15-20 

 

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most 
of the time, because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand what 
the will of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be 
filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among 
yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks 
to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   please stand 

 
 
P:      The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL                                                                                                     Matthew 25: 31-40 
 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he 
will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw 
you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And 
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave 
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 
And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least 
of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

MESSAGE                                                                                                                      | Pastor Rob 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                                                           Lift High the Cross | ELW #660 
  please stand      

 
 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLES CREED  
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

A: Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 

 

A: God of wisdom, enlighten your church. Guide theologians, biblical scholars, 
authors, and seminary professors as they seek greater knowledge and invite 
others into deeper understanding. Teach us to ask faithful questions and open 
our minds to new ideas. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A:   God of creation, mend the earth. Cool warming oceans and preserve melting 
ice caps. Increase our awareness of changing climate patterns and reveal new 
approaches to the ecological challenges we face. Shield those in the path of 
hurricanes or tropical storms. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 



A: God of all nations, direct our leaders. Grant them courage to lay aside political 
grudges and renew their determination to address difficult conflicts. Guide 
them in the work of reconciliation. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of compassion, tend to the wounded. Rescue those tormented by mental 
illness or mired in addiction. Ease the anxiety of those struggling with 
dementia. Come quickly to help all who are grieving and all those who suffer. 
God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: God of beauty, inspire artists. Bless those whose visual and musical gifts 
enliven this assembly. Bless the creative work of poets, hymnwriters, 
composers, painters, sculptors, and others that enrich our worship and daily 
life. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P:   Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith… God, in 
your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of 
your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:   Amen. 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

The Meal 
 

PEACE  
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

 
OFFERING                                                                                             
 

 
 
 



OFFERING  RESPONSE     please stand 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A: Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 

C: Amen. 

 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
             Come! 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION  DISTRIBUTION                         
 

AN INVITATION 
We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.  
We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that 
this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it.  All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of 
God’s love and mercy.  Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray.  Gluten free wafers available at the 
usher stand, please ask an usher to assist you.  



 
 

P:     The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
        His grace. 
C:     Amen. 

 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
        please stand 
 

A:   Jesus, Bread of life, 
       we have received from your table 
       more than we could ever ask. 
       As you have nourished us in this meal, 
       now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
       In your name we pray.  
   

C:   Amen 
_______________________________________________ 
The Sending 
 

BLESSING  
 

P:  The blessing of God, 
      who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
     † be upon you now and forever.       
                   

C:  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN                                        Go, My Children, with My Blessing| ELW #543 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

A:   Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

BAPTISM TODAY 
Today at the 9:30 service we will celebrate the baptism of Alexis Hope Pry, daughter of  
Michael & Diane Pry. Please welcome her into God’s family! 

 
13 YEARS OF SHARING THE LIGHT 
On August 21, 2008, the first worship service was held at our current location on Liberty St. in 
Aurora. Ever since, Faith's congregation has been changing lives and helping others grow in 
their love and faith of Jesus Christ. Each Sunday during the month of August, we will be 
highlighting various ministry programs. You'll have an opportunity to learn firsthand how 
lives are being changed. In our cafe, we have special Birthday gifts that you can give to Faith 
Lutheran Church. Each gift represents a need from various programs and can help truly make 
a difference in the services we provide. During the month of August, we ask you to 
prayerfully consider how you can make a difference. 

 
ONLINE STUDY GROUP                                             Tuesdays | 7:00 PM 
Discover new ways of connecting with God by understanding how he uniquely created you to 
worship him. As believers in Christ, many of us today fall into the trap of thinking we have to 
approach God in a certain way. But our Creator made us all unique, and he designed us to 
connect with him in our own ways. For some, this might look like quiet contemplation. 
Others express praise through caregiving or theological discussions. It's important to 
discover the particular pathway that will best help you to experience God's presence. 
Bestselling author and speaker Gary Thomas reveals nine distinct spiritual temperaments to 
give you insight into how you naturally worship and how your personal walk with God might 
look different from those around you.  For more information, please contact Pastor Rob-  
pastor@discoveringfaith.com  

 
 

KIDWERKS LIVE 2.0  - Now Meeting Onsite AND Online! 
 

Kidwerks Live 2.0 is happening twice a month in the summer @ 9:30am in the auditorium and 
online for those who wish to participate from home!   
Last Summer date:   8/22 
For more information, please contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com 
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KIDWERKS KICKOFF PARTY!    Sat 8/21 | 3:00 PM 
$10/family (includes dinner) 
 

Join us for a party to kickoff the start of the new children's ministry year!  We will have 
games, water balloons, music, burgers and hotdogs and make your own ice cream bar. We'll 
cap off the afternoon with a visit from Dave Dinasso and his traveling world of reptiles!!  
Contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com  or sign up here  
https://faith.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/148/responses/new 

 
COMPASSION WEEKEND                                        Sept 10-12, 2021 
 

Compassion Weekend is all about caring for each other. All around us, people are hurting. 
They are tired, worn down and lonely. God cares deeply about the real-life challenges of real 
people in our neighborhoods. We serve each other as an extension of that compassion. 
There is no hidden agenda or secret motive. For this one weekend, we set aside our regular 
weekend services and activities simply to serve those around us. We want to invite you to 
join us! You can make a difference in the lives of others around us. 

 
COMPASSION WEEKEND SERVICE             Sep 12 | 9:30 AM 
 

Due to the Compassion Weekend event we will be having an outdoor service on Sunday Sept. 

12th.  Please join us as we combine our services into one amazing worship experience! 

 
UPDATED COVID GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
Below are guidelines we ask all onsite participants to follow.  These will be revised 
periodically as CDC guidelines continue to evolve. 
 

1.  Masks are not required if you have been fully vaccinated. Unvaccinated Worshipers are  
     asked to wear masks at all times while in the building. If you are ill, been exposed, or at  
     risk, please continue to worship with us online.   
 

2. Seating will be identified with space for social distancing blocked off.  If you are the first to  
     sit in your pew, please choose the center seating option to avoid “climbing” over one  
     another. 
 

3. Musicians, singers, and worship leaders will be following CDC guidelines.  If you are fully  
     vaccinated, feel free to fully participate in singing and prayer.   Otherwise, the  
     congregation may pray the words of our songs or hum along, but please do not sing.   
     According to the CDC, if not vaccinated, singing has a greater risk of dispersing droplets. 
 

4.  No nursery will be available. 
 

5.  Fellowship in the Café has resumed. 
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            Pastor Rob Douglas  
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