Time After Pentecost
8:00 am worship service



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving...

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

September 13,2026

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are
hungry to know God better. We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions. We’re
struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors. We don’t have all the
answers but we’re growing as we go.

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives. In every Sunday
message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God
intends for us. You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the
joys and challenges of life. You'll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here. There
are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love.

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the
participation of many great people like you. There’s a place in our vision for you to use your
unique gifts and talents.

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES: ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE

Love. It’s a word we use for everything—family, friends, food, even a favorite team. But
what if we’ve been missing its true meaning all along? In a world full of noise, division, and
fleeting emotions, there’s a kind of love that never fails. It’s not shallow. It’s not self-serving.
It’s not temporary. It’s the kind of love that transforms relationships, reshapes priorities, and
reveals the very heart of God. Join us for a powerful new sermon series through 1 Corinthians
13 as we rediscover what love really is—and what it was always meant to be. Because when
everything else fades... love remains.



The Gathering

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN Rise Up, O Saints of God! | ELW #669

please stand

_Q‘Qu# i}]} I[—-—-{i}]{
S —

Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi - tions turn;
Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs carth’s frame;
Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
Com -mit your hearts to  seek the  paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the  word of hope pro -claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it's pow'r, rise up, O saints of God!
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GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



KYRIE

KX

[ ]

QL

- Q2§><3

In peace, let us pray to

the Lord.

Lord,
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Lord,

have

mer

cy.

For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal- vation,

let us pray to

the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men




HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Word

FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?”” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and
the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of
the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.
Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your
slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God?
Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; | myself will
provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking
kindly to them.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 13:1-8

If | speak in the tongues of humans and of angels but do not have love, | am a
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if | have prophetic powers and understand
all mysteries and all knowledge and if | have all faith so as to remove mountains
but do not have love, | am nothing. If | give away all my possessions and if | hand
over my body so that | may boast but do not have love, | gain nothing.

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable; it keeps no record of wrongs; it
does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never ends.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION please stand
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GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35
Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me,
how often should | forgive? As many as seven times?”” Jesus said to him, “Not
seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished
to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed
him ten thousand talents was brought to him, and, as he could not pay, the lord
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions
and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have
patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he
went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii,
and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave
fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.” But
he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.
When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and
they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow
slave, as | had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

[l . .
- . ] > | 2 = | i
ey 4 | & = [ _J | F | [/ Il |
ARV, v I ] 1 | 1 i |
J I I
Praise to you, o Christ.

MESSAGE Love is Patient & Kind | Pastor Rob



HYMN OF THE DAY
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.

A: Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising
others. Lead us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us,
O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the
power entrusted to them. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the
lives of any who feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need.
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin.
Inspire each of us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith...

Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

The Meal

PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING



OFFERING RESPONSE  please stand
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.
C: Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P:  Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
C:  Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

AN INVITATION
We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.
We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that
this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it. All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of
God’s love and mercy. Apple/Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray. Gluten free wafers available at
the usher stand, please ask an usher to assist you.
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P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
His grace.
C: Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
please stand

A: Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C: Amen

The Sending
BLESSING

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
C: Amen.

P: The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
C: Amen.

: The God of grace 1 bless you now and forever.
: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN Take My Life, That | May Be | ELW #685

please stand
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Take my life, that | may be con - se - crat - ed, Lord, to thee;
Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love:
Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I with-hold;
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take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.

take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - 'ty pow’ as thou shalt choose,
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P: Gooutinjoy. Be led forth in peace.
C: Thanks be to God.



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to Faith!

We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! Have questions about Faith?
Wondering how to get connected or get more involved? We'd love to help. No matter where
you are in life or how many times you've visited, we're here to guide you towards your next
best step. Stop by the welcome center located near the main entrance. If this is your first
time at Faith, let us know, we’ve got a special gift just for you!

STUDENT MINISTRIES ORIENTATION MEETING Sun 9/13 | 10:45 AM
All 6th — 12th grade students and their parents are invited to attend the orientation meeting
for Revolution, on Sunday, Sept 13 @ 10:45am in the sanctuary. Come learn about the
exciting events planned for this year. Our program, events, mission trip 2027, Middle School
Summer Camp 2027, and expectations for our Crossroads/Confirmation program will be
covered. For more information contact Pastor Rob.

ADULT ONLINE STUDY GROUP Begins 9/15 | 7:15 PM
Drive Through History: Temple, Cross and the Empty Tomb

In a style all his own, Dave Stotts—host and editor of Drive Thru History—speeds through
the ancient world of the Bible, giving you a fast-paced encounter with the people, places, and
events that have shaped our world and the Christian faith.

In this 3-week study, the group will be following and discussing Dave's journey from
Jerusalem to Calvary.

COMPASSION WEEKEND IS COMING! September 18-20
Save the date and get ready to get your serve on at Faith's 13th annual Compassion
Weekend. We'll be rolling up our sleeves and heading out to partner with organizations and
projects that make a real impact on the lives of people in our community. As part of our
serving weekend, we want to extend care and love to those in need in our very own
neighborhoods. If you, or someone you know, is in need of any help with projects/tasks
around their home you are encouraged to visit
www.discoveringfaith.com/compassionweekend where you can submit that need



http://www.discoveringfaith.com/compassionweekend

WATOTO CHILDREN’S CHOIR CONCERT Fri 9/18 | 7:00 PM
“LOVE NEVER FAILS” A Vibrant Worship Experience
The Sound of a Transformed Generation
All the way from Uganda, East Africa, we’re excited to bring you the Watoto Children’s Choir
performing songs from their brand-new album, “Love Never Fails”. As the children sing,
dance, and share their personal stories of hope, you’ll see firsthand the power of God’s
unfailing love.

Watoto Children’s Choirs have traveled the world for over three decades, declaring the good
news of what Jesus has done in their lives. Our children have performed for Her Majesty the
Queen, the President of the United States, and almost every major parliament in the world.

Don’t miss out! This one-of-a-kind experience will inspire and encourage you, your family, and
your friends. Other than traveling to Africa yourself, what better way to learn about all the
good work God is doing through Watoto than by meeting the children and hearing how the
love of Jesus transformed their lives.

Outdoor Sunday Worship Sun 9/20 | 9:30 AM
Sunday, September 20, we'll be meeting outdoors at 9:30 AM for only one worship service.
No 8:00 AM service. Bring your lawn chair or blanket and join us on the lawn. We'll have
some outdoor seating as well. You can also attend from your car by tuning into FM 88.3.
We'll be live streaming this service as well, if you're unable to make it in person. Come join us!

REVOLUTION KICK OFF Sun 9/20 | 5:00 PM
Put it on the calendar and get ready for a great new year of outrageous games, extraordinary
worships, and engaging groups as we gather on Sunday Nights for our Student Ministries.
Students, 6th-12th grade, are invited to attend this engaging night of growing as followers of
Jesus. Student ministries meets the first and third Sundays of the month. Register today at
www.discoveringfaith.com/students.

MENS COMMUNITY GROUP Sat 9/26 | 8:00 AM
Meets fireside at Faith, the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month.

In addition to coffee, great conversation, and fellowship, we typically are engagedin a
spiritual study topic or video discussion. Come join us!



NEXT Sun 10/4 | 9:00 & 10:30 AM

If you've ever wondered how to get involved at Faith, or how to take the next step, don't
worry. We've created a simple next step for you. It's a small gathering called NEXT. This
informal gathering lasts only about 20 minutes after services and will provide you an
overview of our mission, strategy, and environments to help you determine your best next
step for continuing your faith journey. Meets fireside.

ADULT ONLINE STUDY GROUP Begins 10/6 | 7:15 PM
Epic of Eden

The Old Testament can feel like a puzzle. Richter's substantive and profoundly spiritual
exploration shows how the pieces fit together and how accessible the narrative truly is!

We plan to begin our next study on October 6. This will be a 12 week study.

A MOMENT FOR MOM Sat 10/10 | 10:00 AM
We welcome you to our moms group for moms just like you! We are hosting moms of
children ages 0-10 to come together for a time of learning, laughter, and treats. Take a
moment to connect with other moms, while enjoying a yummy breakfast, hearing from a
knowledgeable speaker on topics related to parenting, and build your mom village along the
way. Each Sessionis $6, Childcare is $8

Guest Speaker: Joseph Agostinelli, PT

Where We Hold Our Stress and Why It Matters, Jaw and Neck Techniques to Release Tension
Register online www.discoveringfaith.com

PROJECT 3:23 GAME ON! Sat 10/10 | 1:00 PM
Come hang out. Meet some guys. Play a few games. Game On is the first gathering of Project
3:23, a new monthly group for men in their 20s, 30s, and 40s. We're keeping the first one
simple and casual—just a chance to meet some new guys, relax, have some fun, and start
building relationships. We'll play a few games, with Priorities at the center of the afternoon.
It's an easy, fun way to learn what matters to one another and spark some genuine
conversation along the way. This isn't a Bible study, a formal meeting, or another big
commitment. It's simply a place for guys to show up, hang out, and get to know each other.
Come as you are. No experience necessary.

BUNCO NIGHT Sat 10/10 | 5:00 PM
Come join us for our annual Bunco Night at Faith. Fun, friendship and a spirited game night.
Cost is $5/person and bring a dish to share. BYOB



HESED HOUSE Weds 10/21| 6:30 PM
Faith's next serving opportunity at Hesed House is August 19. We will need roughly 5 to 10
volunteers to help with meal setup, serving and cleanup. Volunteers can conveniently signup
online or at the welcome center. All that's needed is a serving heart. Sign up today! If you
have questions about Faith's Hesed House ministry, please reach out to the ministry team at
hesedhouse@discoveringfaith.com.

TUESDAY AM WOMENS BIBLE STUDY Tuesdays | 9:00 AM
The Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study have resumed their weekly meetings at the
church at 9:00 a.m. This fall the group is reading Jesus In Me ~ Experiencing the Holy Spirit as
a Constant Companion by Anne Graham Lotz.

Copies of the book can be purchased at the meeting for $11.00. The book is also available on
Amazon in Kindle and Audiobook formats. All women of Faith and their friends are welcome
and encouraged to attend. We would love to have you join us! For additional information
contact Sue Boozell at sue.boozell@discoveringfaith.com.

FAITHFUL FOUNDATIONS CAMPAIGN
Our 2026 Faithful Foundations campaign aims to raise $75,000 for Faith. Our building and
grounds are 18 years old and need some tender loving care.

The goal for this fundraising campaign is to:

e Repair and Upgrade our HVAC units.

e Improve our parking lot.

e Upgrades to our building's interior painting, furniture, light fixtures and

improvements to our auditorium.
e Landscaping around the church.

e Signage at the parking lot entrance.

Giving at Faith! As Easy as Click & Give

As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace irrational generosity. We know it
changes lives—ours and the people we’re reaching. At Faith, taking action
on your generosity is simple. Just scan the QR code with your camera and
give. Simple, safe, and secure.










FAITH

Lutheran Church

Pastor Rob Douglas



DISCOVERINGFAITH.COM
3000 LIBERTY ST. AURORA, IL. 60502 | (630) 862-3500 | OFFICE@DISCOVERINGFAITH.COM


mailto:OFFICE@DISCOVERINGFAITH.COM

