
Making
the Impossible 

Possible 
“ God’s Math” 

John 
6:5-13



The miracle on the 
mountainside 

John 6:5-13
5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he 
said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 
6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he 
was going to do.
7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages[a]

to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”
8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 
9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but 
how far will they go among so many?”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%206%3A5-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26265a


10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of 
grass in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand 
men were there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, 
and distributed to those who were seated as much as they 
wanted. He did the same with the fish.
12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his 
disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be 
wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets 
with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those 
who had eaten.



Facing the 
impossible



The minor miracle 
BEFORE the miracle 

John 6:5-13
8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 
9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but 
how far will they go among so many?”



The prayer

Jesus thanks God for what He doesn’t have 

Jesus thanks God for what has not happened yet 



God’s math 

5+2 does not equal 7 



Never 
underestimate the 
God of abundance 



Life lessons
God can make a lot out of a little 

Mark 4:30-32
30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or 
what parable shall we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, 
which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it 
grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big 
branches that the birds can perch in its shade.”

Remember the manna 

Remember our daily bread 

Don’t let what you don’t have keep you from giving what 
you do have 



Your little bit can make 
a BIG difference 

Mark 12:41-44
41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and 
watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many 
rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put 
in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.
43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor 
widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all 
gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in 
everything—all she had to live on.”


