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What is the greatest th ;,
Lo the church, internakpr_
extermal probler "




Fundamental Christianity— |
Caring for widows and orphans

Isaiah 1:17
17Learn to do right; seek
justice.

Defend the oppressec
Take up the cause of the
fatherless; |

plead the case of the
widow.




Fundamental Christianity

James 1:27

2/ Religion that God our
Father accepts as pure and
faultless is this: to look.__.~a, =
after orphans and widows ",
in their distress and to
keep oneself from being __
polluted by the world.




This pmented a good(
problem”

Acts 6:1
6 In those days when the number
of disciples was mcreasmg, the
Hellenistic Jews@ among them i
complained against the Hebra
Jews because their widows were
being overlooked in the daily—~
distribution of food



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%206%3A1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27103a

The threat was d/'wlf/bn

Acts 6:2-4
2So the Twelve gathered all the disciples
together and said, “It would not be right for P ==
us to neglect the ministry of the wore-Qf G o

in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers an i '
sisters, choose seven men from amongfyou
who are known to be full of the Spiri't and
wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over.
to them %and will give our attention to praye
and the ministry of the word.”
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And the Church “~—




Good Results invites blg{
bullies

Acts 6:12-13
1250 they stirred up the people and
the elders and the teachers of the
law. They seized Stephen and—<"\s
brought him before the Sanhedrin
13They produced false witnesses,
who testified, “This fellow never
stops speaking against this holy
place and against the law.




Stephen was up for the task

R

-
Dne of the greatest sermons ever recopdeds

tte began with common gronnd

o~

And led them straight to Jesuss”



The result { _

i)

Acts 7:54-58

>*When the members of the
Sanhedrin heard this, they were 3¢
furious and gnashed their teeth zfﬁ- ‘ A
at him. 55 But Stephen, full oft v '
Holy Spirit, looked up to-heaven
and saw the glory of God, and .
Jesus standing at the right hand™— KA
of God. g R




Acts 7:54-58 ( cont) gﬁ
6 “l ook,” he said, “I see heaven -

i

open and the Son of Man standing
at the right hand of God.”

>/ At this they covered their ears
and, yelling at the top of their
voices, they all rushed at him,,

>3 dragged him out of the City an
began to stone him. Meanwhi#? the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet

of a young man named Saul
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Stephen’s death b
ot of “ whys”



John 17:20-26

20 “Mly prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for
those who will believe in me through their
message, %! that all of them may be one, Father,
just as you are in me and | am in you. Maythey alsg
be in us so that the world may believe that you
have sent me. 22| have given them the glory p#fat
you gave me, that they may be one as We are one—
23| in them and you in me—so that they may be
brought to complete unity. Then the world will
know that you sent me and have loved them even.—~ * e
as you have loved me. » e

A




Remember tne pravyer o;
Jesus ( cont.)

24 “Father, | want those you have given me
to be with me where | am, and to see my
glory, the glory you have given me because
you loved me before the creation of the
world. .S =
2> “Righteous Father, though the world
does not know you, | know you, and they_ ¢
know that you have sent me. ?°| have’
made youlal known to them, and will
continue to make you known in order that__
the love you have for me may be in them
and that | myself may be in them.”



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2017%3A20-26&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26786a
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