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As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the 
tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and 
followed him.  (Matthew 9:9) 
 
He said to another man, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, first let me go 
and bury my father.” (Luke 9:58) 
 
Jesus is calling. How are you responding? 
 
When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell 
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he became very sad, 
because he was very wealthy.  (Luke 18:22-23) 
 
What are you putting between you and Jesus? 
 
The reward will be far greater than anything you ever gave up. 
 
Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!” “Truly I tell 
you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or brothers or 
sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God will fail to 
receive many times as much in this age, and in the age to come eternal 
life.”  (Luke 18:28-30) 
 
While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees 
saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?”  (Matthew 9:10-11) 
 
Your response to Jesus affects others. 
 
…for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how 
can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can 
they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of 
those who bring good news!” (Romans 10:13-15) 
 

 
 
Not everyone will like what Jesus asks you to do. 
 
Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I 
trying to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not 
be a servant of Christ. (Galatians 1:10) 
 
On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but 
the sick.  But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ 
For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” (Matthew 9:12-13) 
 
He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the Lord require of 
you. Except to be just, and to love [and to diligently practice] kindness 
(compassion), And to walk humbly with your God [setting aside any 
overblown sense of importance or self-righteousness]?  (Micah 6:8 AMP) 
 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.”  (John 13:34-35) 
 
A transformed heart is focused on loving others well, not on 
keeping score. 
 
Where have we exchanged real transformation for  
checking boxes? 
 
If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am 
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy 
and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that 
can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I 
possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. (1 Corinthians 13:1-3 
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