
 
 

 
 
STORIES OF THE KINGDOM                             MAY 17, 2026 
 

 
Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. Some 
men brought to him a paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw 
their faith, he said to the man, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” 
 (Matthew 9:1-2) 
 

One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were 
sitting there. They had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea 
and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick. 
Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him 
into the house to lay him before Jesus.  When they could not find a way to 
do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him 
on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of 
Jesus. When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 
 (Luke 5:17-20) 
 

Faith requires action. 
 

Our first priority should be our repentance. 
 

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 
and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, 
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
(Acts 2:37-38) 
 

Eternity is what matters most. 
 

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, 
yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all.  So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 
(2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 
 

Bringing people to Jesus can transform their forever. 
 

At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is 
blaspheming!” (Matthew 9:3) 
 

Be careful to not reject what God may be doing. 
 
 
 

Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let 
them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail.  But 
if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find 
yourselves fighting against God.” (Acts 5:38-39) 
 
Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in 
your hearts? Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get 
up and walk’? But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority 
on earth to forgive sins.”  (Matthew 9:4-6) 
 

False teachers will lead away from the eternal to focus on your 
need. 
 

For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. 
Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great 
number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will 
turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 
(2 Timothy 4:3-4) 
 

We are led astray because we focus on our need and not on 
eternity. 
 

For the [pagan] Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; [but do not worry,] 
for your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But first and most 
importantly seek (aim at, strive after) His kingdom and His righteousness 
[His way of doing and being right—the attitude and character of God], and 
all these things will be given to you also.  (Matthew 6:32-33 AMP) 
 

So he said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.” 
Then the man got up and went home. When the crowd saw this, they were 
filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to 
man.  (Matthew 9:6-8) 
 

Are you getting up? 
 

The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites 
started wailing and said, “If only we had meat to eat! We remember the 
fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions 
and garlic. (Numbers 11:4-5) 
 

We must choose spiritual freedom over physical needs. 
 

What is your hope built on? 
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