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“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen 
by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven…” 
(Matthew 6:1) 
 
Don’t live for the praise of others. 
 

Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries 
wide and the tassels on their garments long; they love the place of honor 
at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; they love to 
be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by 
others. (Matthew 23:5-7) 
 
Don’t lose your eternal reward. 
 

“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full…” 
(Matthew 6:2) 
 
God knows why and what you give. 
 

As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple 
treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. 
“Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the 
others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of 
her poverty put in all she had to live on.” 
(Lule 21:1-4) 
 
Giving is worship. 
 

“…Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of 
worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship 
in the Spirit and in truth.” (John 4:23-24) 
 
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should 
give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:6-7) 
 
 

 
How we give shows what we value most. 
 

But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, 
who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. (Matthew 6:3-4) 
 
“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. But when you pray, 
go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. 
Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you…” 
(Matthew 6:5-6) 
 
“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you 
that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even 
like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ “But 
the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, 
but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ “I tell you 
that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For 
all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” (Luke 18:10-14) 
 
God wants humility. 
 

But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the 
proud but shows favor to the humble.”  Submit yourselves, then, to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will 
come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, 
you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to 
mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and 
he will lift you up. (James 4:6-10) 
 
We need to mourn our sin. 
 

And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think 
they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for 
your Father knows what you need before you ask him.” (Matthew 6:7-8) 
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