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“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as
snakes and as innocent as doves. Be on your guard, you will be handed
over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. On my
account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to
them and to the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about
what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for
it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through
you. “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children
will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. You will be
hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end
will be saved. When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly
I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel before the
Son of Man comes. (Matthew 10:16-23)

Jesus is not recruiting followers, He is calling disciples.

Following Jesus is easy; being a disciple will cost you your life.

Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in
this world will keep it for eternal life. (John 12:25)

“If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person
cannot be my disciple. And whoever does not carry their cross and follow
me cannot be my disciple...” (Luke 14:26-27)

Which relationship has the potential to get you off track?
Do you need to pick up your cross again?

The Will of God is your cross, not life’s problems.

He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed,
“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours
be done.” (Luke 22:41-42)

Align your life with God’s Will.

The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted
worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. (Acts 5:41)

We need to be immersed in Spirit of God.

“...But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you,; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

“...For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:5)

We need to surrender to the Holy Spirit.

We must pick up our crosses every day.

“..Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves
will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit,
because the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve
for food and their leaves for healing.”

(Ezekiel 47:12)




