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When he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. Suddenly a 
furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. 
But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, 
save us! We’re going to drown!” He replied, “You of little faith, why are 
you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and 
it was completely calm.  The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of 
man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!” (Matthew 8:23-27) 
 
Following Jesus often means leaving what you know. 
 
The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your 
father’s household to the land I will show you.” 
“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your 
name great, and you will be a blessing...” (Genesis 12:1-2) 
 
Following Jesus makes you a target of the enemy. 
 
Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in 
the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the 
world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. (1 Peter 5:8-9) 
 
Following Jesus requires us to stop thinking like the world. 
 
His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them 
flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus and let 
them go. The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been 
counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.  Day after day, in the 
temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and 
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah. (Acts 5:40-42) 
 
Following Jesus will lead to life of awe! 
 
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us 
be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for 
our “God is a consuming fire.” 
 (Hebrews 12:28-29) 

When he arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes, two 
demon-possessed men coming from the tombs met him. They were so 
violent that no one could pass that way. “What do you want with us, Son 
of God?” they shouted. “Have you come here to torture us before the 
appointed time?” Some distance from them a large herd of pigs was 
feeding. The demons begged Jesus, “If you drive us out, send us into the 
herd of pigs.” He said to them, “Go!” So they came out and went into the 
pigs, and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and 
died in the water. Those tending the pigs ran off, went into the town and 
reported all this, including what had happened to the demon-possessed 
men. Then the whole town went out to meet Jesus. And when they saw 
him, they pleaded with him to leave their region. (Matthew 8:28-34) 
 

he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time 
this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the 
tombs. …Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand 
and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been 
driven by the demon into solitary places.  Then all the people of the region 
of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome 
with fear. So he got into the boat and left. The man from whom the 
demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, 
saying, “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” So the 
man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him. 
 (Luke 8:26-39) 
 

Following Jesus means others will fear what God is doing in your 
life. 
 

In [connection with] all this, they [the unbelievers] are resentful and 
surprised that you do not [think like them, value their values and] run 
[hand in hand] with them into the same excesses of dissipation and 
immoral freedom, and they criticize and abuse and ridicule you and make 
fun of your values.  (1 Peter 4:4 AMP) 
 

Following Jesus often means to share what He has done in your 
life. 
 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8) 
 

Are you ready to stay for Jesus? 
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