
 
 

 
STORIES OF THE KINGDOM                                 JULY 5, 2026 
 

 
Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive 
out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.  (Matthew 10:1) 
 
Prayer is essential, but God has a job for all of us to do. 
 
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do.  (Ephesians 2:10) 
 
These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called 
Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother 
John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 
James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed him These twelve Jesus sent out with the following 
instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the 
Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. (Matthew 10:2-6) 
 
Your purpose is God-given, not culture driven. 
 
This is what they reported to Moses: “We went to the land where you sent 
us. It really is a land flowing with milk and honey. Here’s some of its fruit. 
But the people who live there are strong, and the cities have walls and are 
very large…“We can’t attack those people! They’re too strong for us!”  
(Numbers 13-14) 
 
Live your purpose. 
 
The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot 
say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the 
body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
 (1 Corinthians 12:21-22) 
 
As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come 
near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive 
out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.   “Do not get any gold or 
silver or copper to take with you in your belts— no bag for the journey or 
extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for the worker is worth his keep.  
Whatever town or village you enter, search there for some worthy person 
and stay at their house until you leave.  (Matthew 10:7-11) 
 

If we seek His purpose first, He will supply us with all we have 
need of. 
 
So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them.  But seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  
 (Matthew 6:31-33) 
 
If you are walking in His purpose, He will provide. 
 
…whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and 
continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they 
will be blessed in what they do.  (James 1:25) 
 
As you enter the home, give it your greeting. If the home is deserving, let 
your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. If anyone will 
not welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home or town and 
shake the dust off your feet. Truly I tell you, it will be more bearable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 
 (Matthew 10:12-15) 
 
Do not be paralyzed or angered by rejection. 
 
When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself 
exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 
But when they opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes 
in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am 
innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” Then Paul left the 
synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of 
God. Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in 
the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were 
baptized. (Acts 18:5-8) 
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