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..they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city
authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside
down have come here also,” (Acts 17:6 ESV)

It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the
church, intending to persecute them. He had James, the brother of John,
put to death with the sword. When he saw that this met with approval
among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during
the Festival of Unleavened Bread. After arresting him, he put him in prison,
handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each.
Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover.

So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God
for him. (Acts 12:1-5)

How we respond to adversity reveals what we really believe.

We want the miracles without the transformation.

His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through
our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.
Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so
that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. For this very
reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness,
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual
affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these qualities
in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:3-8)

The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping
between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at
the entrance. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in
the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he
said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists.(Acts 12:6-24)

They shouted, “This is the voice of a god, not of a man.” Immediately,
because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him
down, and he was eaten by worms and died. (Acts 12:6-24)

...the word of God continued to spread and flourish.
(Acts 12:6-24)

What are you aiming at?

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always,
to the very end of the age.”

(Matthew 28:19-20)




