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Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. (Matthew 4:1) 
 

Spirit-led living is not free from pain and trials. 
I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in 
danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from 
Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; 
and in danger from false believers. (2 Corinthians 11:26) 
 

Trials are part of the life of a true disciple. 
Consider it wholly joyful, my brethren, whenever you are enveloped in or 
encounter trials of any sort or fall into various temptations. Be assured 
and understand that the trial and proving of your faith bring out 
endurance and steadfastness and patience. (James 1:2-3 AMPC) 
 

After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. (Matthew 4:2) 
 

Jesus was fully human. 
For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in 
order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to 
God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 
(Hebrews 2:17) 
 

The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these 
stones to become bread. ”Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not 
live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.’” (Matthew 4:3-4) 
 

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
love for the Father is not in them. For everything in the world—the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the 
Father but from the world.  (1 John 2:15-16) 
 

Lust of the flesh: Following your body’s wants and not trusting 
that God’s plan is better. 
 

See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a 
single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son. Afterward, as you 
know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. 
(Hebrews 12:16-17) 
 

Jesus uses the truth of God’s Word to overcome temptation. 
 

He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, 
which neither you nor your ancestors had known, to teach you that man 
does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of the Lord.  (Deuteronomy 8:3) 
 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest 
point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down. For it is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you, and 
they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot 
against a stone.’” Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the 
Lord your God to the test.’”(Matthew 4:5-7) 
 

For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your 
ways; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your 
foot against a stone. (Psalm 91:11-12) 
 

Pride of life: Seeking glory or pridefully testing God. 
 

Do not put the Lord your God to the test as you did at Massah. Be sure to 
keep the commands of the Lord your God and the stipulations and decrees 
he has given you. (Deuteronomy 6:16-17) 
 

Pride is a dangerous weapon used to knock us out. 
 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, 
“if you will bow down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away from me, 
Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” 
Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
(Matthew 4:8-11) 
 

Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name. 
Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you; 
(Deuteronomy 6:13-14) 
 

Lust of the eyes: When the desire for material wealth and power 
supersedes out desire to honor God. 
 

We must choose who and what we worship. 
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 
other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and money. (Matthew 6:24) 
 

Then [with a deep longing] you will seek Me and require Me [as a vital 
necessity] and [you will] find Me when you search for Me with all your 
heart. (Jeremiah 29:13 AMP) 
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