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Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: “Is it a time
for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house
remains a ruin?” (Haggai 1)

“The more | short-change God, the shorter my change becomes.”
-Ps. Chuck Smith

“Woe to you, [self-righteous] scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
give a tenth (tithe) of your mint and dill and cumin [focusing on minor
matters], and have neglected the weightier [more important moral and
spiritual] provisions of the Law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but
these are the [primary] things you ought to have done without neglecting
the others. (Matthew 23:23 AMP)

Our fruit and works reveal the progress of our
transformation.

If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood,
hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will
bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality
of each person’s work. If what has been built survives, the builder will
receive a reward. (1 Corinthians 3:12-14)

You must decide what you are going to build.

Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest,
and the whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the Lord their
God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the Lord their God
had sent him. And the people feared the Lord. (Haggai 1:12)

The [reverent] fear of the Lord [that is, worshiping Him and regarding Him
as truly awesome] is the beginning and the preeminent part of wisdom [its
starting point and its essence], And the knowledge of the Holy One is
understanding and spiritual insight. (Proverbs 9:10 AMP)

Have you lost your AWE of God?

Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, gave this message of the Lord to the
people: “I am with you,” declares the Lord. So the Lord stirred up the spirit
of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua
son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the
people. They came and began to work on the house of the Lord Almighty,
their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month. In the second year
of King Darius, (Haggai 1:13-15)

if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from
heaven, and | will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

(2 Chronicles 7:14)

To seek God'’s face, you musg stop seeking your own desires.

“...Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and | will listen to
you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. |
will be found by you,” (Jeremiah 29:12-14)

As the deer pants for streams of water,
so my soul pants for you, my God.
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.
When can | go and meet with God? (Psalm 42:1-2)
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